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ln eAmicus ‘Philalethes., 
OR, 
1c RESURRECTION of 


JA 


The Apofile 


| 
Out of the Grave of Carnall Cloffes, for the 
Correction of the univerfall A poftacy, which 
cruelly buryed him who yet liveth. 


Appearing in the comely Ornaments of his Fifth 
Chapter, in an Exercile, Juve4. 1654. 
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Having laid by his grave Clothes, ina defpifed Village 
remote from & NGL AND, but withing well, and 
heartily defiring the true profperity thereof. 
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I am the Refurredtion and the Life 5 be that belicvet) in me, 
though be were dead, yet fhall be live. y 
a 
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LONDON, ° 


{Printed for Giles Calvert, and are to be fold at the black 
Spread. Eagle at the Weit-end of Pauls, 1655. 
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To my honoured ai beloved friends in London, 

who in a folitary feafon in that populous Citie, 
were fo great refrefbment unto me, by their unde 
ferved fociety. 
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i Hlereas of Jate I received eds or {fom 

‘ if of you, wherein J read that name, which 

BVAWS ‘1 1s as an oyntment poured out, caufi Ing the 
PL Seed 


love therewith , carrying in ita ipirie which can 
produce a reall prefence, where there is an abfence 
in bodily refpeéts : and that not only in refpect of 
divine nature fimply confidered, bur alfo in point 
of Chriftian relations and refpedts, which is never 
deftitute of humane, confidered therein, and con- 
verfant therewith; otherwiie , the goings forth of 
the {pirits of the Saints could not be peculiar, and 
aiftin& from that of the wicked, which the di- 
vine and omnipotent power reachethal{o; Theres 
fore the Saints communicate in prayers, bed oats 
ons, fupplication, & giving of thanks,{o asa f{tran- 
ser cannot intermeddle therewith, nor with their 

joy arifing there-from. 
And whereas fome of you requefted mee to 
write 


parties to whom it appeares, to fall in. 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 


write unto you conceming the opening ofa por- 
tion of rhe werd of God, which fome years agoe 
urged my fpirit, and put me into travell to bring 
forth but Satan hindered : Your letrers vificed nie 
immediately upon the employment of my Jpirit 
in another portion of the word of God, which was 
then the proper ftrength I walked by which made 
me to think it might bea refrefhment unto you 3. 
which I could not lay afide; till God o pened Anos. 
ther into which I might enter. Neither could wee 
depart from that place till che cloud removed , in= 
fo-much that J was forcibly conftrained to employ. 
my felfe about che in{truments and fervices of the; 
Fabernacle , coibring the fightthereof unto.your. 
felyesin the firft place. > And fo made bold to fet 
uponthe writing ofir, yea when others flept, be- 
eaufe of my daily occafions;and when it was writ, 
|. was much urged to endeavour the printing of it, 
that fo it: might come to more view : and being it 
was written in haft , and fo would be redious to: 
rcad, Fconfented thereto;alchoughthereis nothing 
which Lhaye fpoken in publique fince Ifaw your 
faces, but I could as freely commend it unto you. 
The oceafion of che Ark pitching upon this place, 
which me-thinks looks like Eliz in this wildernes; 
wherethereare twelve fountains) of water, anG’7o. 
Palm- 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
Palm-trees, Numb. 33.9. For our Apoltle writes 
to the twelve Tribes, out of which we may draw 

lenty of the water of life : and there is perfection 
and fulrefs of palm trees, from which you may ga- 
ther plenty of branches, to carry as fignes of victo- 
ry, not only of the abatement of thar deluge of 
wrath, but alfo of overcoming by faith this pre- 
fent world, tor Faith 1s the victory whereby we do 
it? IT fay the occafion of the Arke pitching on this 
place was this ; ; 

" We being met together to exercife our felvesin 
the word of God and prayer , there was one who 
occafionally named this Chap. and read fome pare 


of it, inwhich a@ion the {cope of it feemed to o- 


enit {elf unto me ; and to deale plainly and faith- 
fully with you, my thoughts had never been for. 
meily upon any part of it, foas intending to ex- 
prefie my felfe from it, but only as ] have read itas 
other hiftorics and writings of the word of God, 
Whereupon my {pirit was moved preiently to 
fpéake fromrit whari-dic receive, and immediately 
ittered to the fame effet, which [have in the fol- 
lowiie lines commerded unto you, out of my 
love unto you , and engagements beyond my ex- 
sreffion, moved hereunto by your loving & chri- 
ftiar.like lerters, yoy ning themlci ves unto me hike 
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‘The Epiftle Dedicatory. . 
Philip to the Chariot of the Euxuch,upon the de- 


livery of ity encouraging my heart hereunto, which 
otherwile [ had nor takenupon me, left it fhould 
have been chought a worke not werthy your ac- 
ceptance, 

But if you pleafe to. take the payns carefully to 
peruleit, Tdoube nor but it may give occafion of 
further thoughts unto-you , then can be expreffed 
in fo {mall avolume; it may point (as with a 
finger) unto fuch things, as to write chem the 
world wouldnot contayn the books , the matter 
being ofan infinite and an eternall nature, holding 
proportion with Melchifedech, who is without be- 
ginning of dayes, or end of life. Therforethe world 
cannot contain jt, unto whom this Scripture,as un- 
der the motion of the cloud hath brought us,where - 
we now abide, Heb. 7. For other place of our a- 
bode, I may not fignifie unto. you; for fome of 
our Neighbours have protefled before the ftate of 
England, that the place of our bodily aboad is a 
no ens, that it hath no being : and others have af- 
firmed that we are no people, not affording us fo. 
much as God givesto the Conies , which he callsa 
people, thougha {mall people,yetthey make their 
abode in the Rocks ; and it 1s chat rock of Ages, in 
whom only we defire to be found, 8 to take thefe 
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The E piftle Dedivatory. 


courtefie a’ patiently, as we do other. kindnefles y 

. = e e e Wa ; 
under which we yet abide, asin that point of ba. 2 
nifhment, only for {uch matters as in che follow- H 


ing Ipeech we tender unto. you. 
Whereas you make mention ofa Sermon prea- 
-ched from the Prophefie of Ifaiah, {peaking ofthe ; 
new heavens and the new earth, in the reftauration 
of the Church ; from which ic was concluded, that 


{uch an excellent eftate of Religion was to come 
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hereafter, as never yet appeared, which fame could % 

not be fatisfied in fuch Expofition or Conelu fio : 2 
we {ee it to be not onely the common doctrine, but Hs 
deceipt alfo of the world, not to give Chiifta pre- z 
fentbeing, but hold men in expeGation, as in the x 
ancient Jems, who whenhe appears feck his rnine, y 

and thacis the top of that fpirit. <i 


By new heavens and new earth in that place,we 
_ underftand the ftate of Chrift, or of that holy un- 
tion or Christianity, that as the vifible heavens & 
eaith (to which he alludes) make a compleat and 
fruitfull world, even fo do God & man in Chrift 
make one durable and fruitful condition, wherein 
righteoufuefs dwells , as our Apoftle witnefferh, 
which according to chat law of the fpirit , is ador- 
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ned with infinitely more relations, operations, and 4 
vertues then all the Creations in Heaven and } 
Barth can fet forth , which hee calls new, Z 
| a not P 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 


not with refpe@ unto thefe vifible , bute with 
re({pe& unto that oldneffe of the letter, and admi- 
niftrations according to the carvall Command, wh 
the Apoftle calls old, becaufe it is weak , fading, 
and ready to vanifh away, and fo is called the olde 
heavens, @ the old earth that paffe away, and that 
Miniftry which exercifeth according to that, being 
ever con{cientious ofthe prefent want of the glo- 
ry and power of God init, is conftrained to form 
atime tocom¢ , which will attayn thereunto , or 
elfe it could gayn no acceptation in the world, but 
through Conception of hopes which are like the 
fpiders web. 
~ Bur the Miniftry of the fpirie according to that 
word of life, gives prefent being to the ching it 
expreffeth, or elfe ir carries not tn it that power of 
God, the nature of whofe word was ever fo todo, 
and ever will be, and they are fayd to be new. 
Firft, becaufe of the cround thereof , for they re- 
new themfelves only by meanes of that which is an- 
tiquity it felfe , for inthe unity of God and man in 
the faith of Chrift, the fpivit of God being an infi- 
nite fountaine, muft ever give outit felfe by new 
operations, and not as one in want, to gather up  a- 
gaine the fame thing ta all ref{pe€is confidered , in 
which be bath been formerly exercifed, ao more then 
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The Epifile Dedicatory. 


a living fountaine gathers up the fame water al- 
ready ventedto diftribute it againe : and by reafon 
of this infinite and cternity of {pirit and life, the 
foule of a Chriftian, or this {pirituall ftate and con- 
dition in Christ, 1 in an eternall aét of newneffe, 
like that new commandement that the Apoftle 
writes of , and that old comutandentent which is 
fromthe beginning- 

Secondly, they are new according their ntauner of 
being ; for.in what point of the Gofpel foever Chrift 
is made, it flands of as firm grounds of aboad , and 
as impoffible to remove as heaven and earth : and we 
know that the very nature of the earih eftablifbeth 
it felfe in its repayring unto the Center, in fuch fort 
hath God eftablifbed the fate of his fons G» dangh- 
ters ; and yet when another point of the Gof pel is 
made ntanif eft, itis uponlike ground, but to be ta- 
hen in as differing aref{peét, and variety of furni- 
ture and glory, 48 though it were another world, and 
foinevery appearance of Chrift , it bath his whole 
and compleat condition comprebended and compri- 
wed in the fame, asthe whole world is inthe bea- 
vens and the earth, for Chrift, or chriftianity 1s ne- 
wer piece-meal d. 

As for example ; If he be revealed as Father, 
with re[pect to a Son, it haih the whole furniture 
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‘The Epiftle Dedicatory. 

‘of heaven and earth , the whole eftate of Chrift, 
‘as Husband with refpeGt toa Spoufe , there 
is the fiwrniture of the mbole werld ; for ct is’ Chrift 
whois all in all, if as King , with refpe& to fub- 
jecks, there is whole Chrift, all chrifitanity is to be 
found here iimbodyed : and fo in all points whatfo- 
ever, elfe Chrift 1s not preached as all in every 
thing 5 no office or operation of Chrift , but it bath 
in it whole Chrift, and foought to berevealed, elfe 
we preach a bumane Christ, and not divine, <a car- 
nall Chrift, and not a fpirituall. 

And where itis fayd, thenew beavens and the 
new earib which [ will make ; the word may as 
truly be read, which 1 do make, or which have 
made : Forit is Jefus Chrift yefterday, and to day, 

and the fi aine for ewer. | 

Sothat as the ftate of Chrifi which is the eter- 
nall Son, muft needs remayn , fo fball the fruitfull 
condition of this eState , therefore their name and 
their {eed muft remayn, like heaven in name or an- 
thority, for operation or power : and as the earth, to 
conceive @ bring forth the fruits of righteoufnefs, 
as that which is ever in motion, for the renewing of 
the glory and fame thereof, : but I doubt not but 

; fomething inthe f] peech following will give farther 
light to this point, then nowwebave tiiteto mani- 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
feft. Only note thus much ; that fuch Dotlrine as 
fi ets forth a timeto.come, of store worth and glory 
then either is, or bath been 3 {uch DoGirine keeps the 
‘Manna till to norrow, tothe vreeding of worutes in 
it : Yeait hath init that worm that dyes not ,, for if 
Chrift our Pafs-over be eaten according to the law 
of the [pirit, there is nothing to be left tall the mor- 
ning : Aud if it be the bread that comes downe from 
heaven, it muft becompleatly eaten at prefent, and 
there wil be no want tomorrow, for it fals anew, 
afrelb, otherwife the word of God, that food of hea- 
ven is corrupted , by referving that for to morrow, 
which.belougs to this prefent day : and in the fixe 
dayes labour , in the operations of God , we have 


, pleniy to feed ons In the fewent), as a ceffationfrout 


all our own works, keeping a perfctt Sabboth unto 


God, fo that the kingdome of Chrift is to be declared, 


and whole poffelfion and prefent exjoyustent given, 
and yet it a Kingdome to come : Sothat wee have 
it in expectation as to come, as well as we fetch it up 
fromthat eternall eftate of the Son, to give it a pre- 
fent being ; for if wee have it not as from the firft, 
and to the laft, we give it not its prefent being , and 
then uo Kingdome of Chrift ; for no man can make 
him the firft and the laft, that is, eternéxe the Son, 
but he uuft give bina prefent being without inter- 
mi{fion of a moment of time. Deare: 
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The Epifile Dedicatory. 


Dear friends, let me iniveat you to read and con: 
fider, and lend mee your help in the way of interpree 
tation for there is no leffe need of that in him that 
hears , then in bim that [peaks 3inbimthat reads, . 
then in him that writes , for the light muft fbine in 
him that beares, orreads , as wellas in bim that 
{peaks or writes, or elfe it is not fruitfull unto him. 
For we fee by that light fet upin our felves, which 
God hath made our owne, and not as the fame light 
is in another : Therefore if you gather any coutfor- 
table fruit from what ws fayd, let it be as your owne 
worke by the {pirit of Chrift ,. and not as mine. I 
have only endeavoured to put the Manna into the 
Arke, and there only you fball find it, compleatly in 
the pot, like the oyle inthe crufe , and meale in the- 
barrell, lafting to preferve life , and incorrupted 
unto this day : Which if any thing that is fayd may 
feem to dire&t you unto, then Ihave my reward,aud 

fo TL humbly take my leave, and ever remayne yours 
in all fervices of love, in our only beloved. 
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To my much refpected and honou- 

sed friends in and about Lynne in Norfolke, in 

whom L have perceived grave and joytull Ac- 
clamations at the publication ofthe Goipel. 


Deareand loving friends, 
{ee ec OM carriage towards me , or rather to- 
Pm R= wards the truth. of God, was {uch, 
ve ff Ao when I was for a {hort tinte among you, 
Se . = al that it 15s a fi nif cient engagement te 
SEES Lind me over for everto be yours. Doe 
wot thinke, that my not writing unto you , being at 
uch a diftance, # any abatement of my love and re- 
fect : No, it hath rather kindled my heart, and fil. 
led it with employments otherwife towards you, 
which bath not ceafed continually to paffe over the 
reat Ocean to converfe with you infpirit, & with 


God Almighty on your bebalfe , whom I love inthe 


= 
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your pro fperity therein , which I may not doubt of , 
or call it into queftion. 


And it would not alitile revive me , if the Lord 
leafed to cut ont a way thereto, to fee your faces be~ 


fore Lfall ajfeep, and ceafe to conver{e with thefe 
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terrene ibings. 


iruth,and it would be the joy of uty foule to beare of 
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cannot in the meane feafon but connnend thefe 
Few following lines nnto your Chriftian confiderati- 
on, which if they were the laft words I were to 
breath ontinthis world , ¥ could as a legacy freely 
commit and bequeath them uuto you. | 
Tou may pleafeto fee athe former Epiftle, what 
occafioned them to come fo farre abroad , and not to 
feew to abide within the confines of afer defpifed 
people, as the reft of our poore endeavours feeinto 
takenp, andmake it their aboad. Vonchfafe your 
payastoread ihe befeech you, as a token of my 
uufergned love, and liften unto God for interpretatt- 
on, who wil not faile to be alight unto you , aad in 
them : You fball fee what manner of food my foule 
tives by inthis remote wilderneffe, which I doubt 
not but will be relifbed by you, though in a populous 
Town or Citie. , 3 
Now the God of peace fill you with all peace and 
joy in believing, Amen. 


pittle Dedi-atory. 
; rd 


So prayeth he who is ever yours, 


S. G. 
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py IRST, Obfervethe Coherence and connex:: 

\Z ion of this Chapter, with that which goeth 
immediately ‘before ; Wherein our Apofile ; 

tells us what is'the Proper.{pirit’, and pra- 

Gice of the men of this world, who are de-- 
{cribed unto us by their feeking after car- . 

nal and corrupiible riches, in the negle& of 

” the durable and unfadingtreafury. : 

fore they refolve in the latter end of the former Chap- 
ter, to gee out into fuch a City, and to bay and fell, and get gaine ; thac 
is, to caft chemfelves into: fuch a forme and Order, wherein 
through their exchange and traffique in the things proper toa 


crecature, chey may get an advan tage to advance themf{elves as 
fuch as are more excellent and eminent then others, and yet in 
the meane time ave ignorant of the event and fuccefle of things ; 
for they know not what will be tc morrow, that is, whac iffue is ine- 
vitably annexed to their works and endeavours: 

For hedeclares unto them, thacrhey sre ag Uncertain of the if 
fax asthey are of their like, which is bay we Mpour, Or asa breath 
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( asthe word fignifies ) that vanifhech inthe ayre and comes to 
noughc:; So uncertayne is every carnal] man of his owne {piri¢ 
whasitis, or whae will become of it, though it grows np with bin, 
and is of him, and be cannot be feparated from it; yet knows he not 
what icis, nor the thing whereby he maintains it; being the very 
vani(hing of the life and fpirit of the Son of God, through the in- 
finuations and wiles of that Serpent and evill one, of whofe con- 
ftitution, {pirit and pradtice he himfelf is, preferring things {yb- 
aa wo cafnall fence of greateft excellency and mof to be de- 
yred. i | 

Whereas they ought to fay, if the Lord will we {ball live and do this or 
thats that is,the thing to be fought afcer, tg the will, or law of 
Gad, even that law of the fpirit of life which is in Chrift Fejus our 
Lord, whereby we live and receceive ability to do every good and 
acceptable thing. aoe Sa 

But contrarily, they glory in their boaftings ; that is, they glory, 
rejoyce, and make it their only trea {are co praife themfelves, as 
the word booft lignifics; thac is, chey count the things proper to 
the creature to be their chief treafure and excellency, and not the 
things of the Creator. | 

All fuch rejoycing or glorying ( faith he ) w evill ; that is to fay, 
is of that evill one, namely che Devill. | 

Whence he infers , That he that knows to do good, and doth it not, to 
him it i (inne; that is, he chat cannac but acknowledg that the 
. things that are of God, which fade nor, nor vanifh away, are the 
chiefe and principall good to be defired and fought afcer, and pre- 
{erved above the things of the Creature, and accordingly to be 
rejoyced and gloryed in, in che pofleffion of chem, and yet not~ 
withftanding he chiefly prefers and glories in the things of the 
Creature more then they ; this is che fin of the world, chat idoli- 
zing of the Creatare, and fetcing ic in the place of the Creators 
which is nof to do, or not te be ; that goodneffe that is of God, but 
is properly the evillof that wicked one: For who knowesnot_ 
that it is good to feek after, and co have ere&ed ehe beft Citie or- 
der, co be poffeffed of the richeft treafure ; to be encamped in the 
flrongeft Hoft, to be invefted with the wifeft Councell, and to be 
honoured wich the moft Princely dignicy, | 

And yet who is it, thac prefers, and principally endeavours af- 
ter in all his travells and negotiations, thas order ee ape A 

, | mi 


| 3] , 
God in Chrift Jefus, that Citie of the living God, the chiefeft and 
mof eminent order that ever was, who isit that trades for thofe 
treafures confitting of thofe divine and fupereminenc excellencics 
- compiled and topped up in that inexhauftible Score-houtle of the 
Sonne of God: and who is he that imbodyeth himfelfe in chae 
Army confifting of that bundred forty and foure thou fand following the 
Lamb on mount Zion, bearing the flagge of cheir Fathers power and 
authority writeen in their fore-heads, openly proclaiming their 
courage and magnanimity to be of God, and not of man? and 
where is he that prefers, and is found in that general! Affembly of the 
firft born of God, as the choifeft counfell and moft grave advice ex- 
tant, -bavingan equall Royalty and intereft in all things chat 
concern che government of the Kingdome:, and of that Ci.ie, ba- 
ving a foundation, whofe builder and maker is God. 

In a word, puc ali thefe things together, and whatfoever is re- 
ally and eternally good, in that one Chrift of Ged, who is the foun~ 
taine and alfo the Center to which all things tend and ftand on 
tip-coe to ftrecch themfelves unto him, that are of God. 


And whois hethat knows not that Chrift Jefus, who # God © 


bleffed for ever, is the chiefe and moft defirable good to be gloryed 
in, and yet doitnot, fuch are concluded under finne by the verdi& 
of the fpirit of God in our Apoftle ; that is, fuch as know the beft 


thing isto be preferred and fought for, though with the negle@ 


and loffe of all other things (as be that found the pearl in the field, 
fold all that bee bad to purchafe that field ) even fo he that cannot but 
confefle God tobe beft of all, and yet prefers his traffique in fome 
_other things before his attaynment of thar, yea caufing the things 
of God to ftand afide and give way to his vaine and lofty lufts (of 
what nature or kind foever) to fatisfie them ; That man doth not 
the good which he acknowledgeth, oras the word will beare, be 
is it not ; that is, he is not of the faith of Jefus, he is not fated in 
the condition of the Son of God, who feeks only to do the will 
of the Father, and prefers and glories in that above all things ; 
and he that doth not that, he is of that evill one, and doth che 
things chat are proper unto him, being under the ftate and power 
of finne, which is as a cranfition into the fifth Chapeer. 

Wherein obferve two things. 

Fick, The generall cope. 
Secondly, The particular parts of it. 
| B2 
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1. Porthe fcope or end to which the purpofe of the Spirit ie 

directed, and that is che death or crucificacion of the Son of God, 

thar Fuff one, as heis intitled, verf 6. And he thae thall cake che 

fcope and drift tobe otherwife > he miffech of thar mark which 

the Spirit of God dine&ts unca, and thoots hie fhafts in vaine, and 
this death is layd down umeo ug, and for us in a double refped. 

2. For the parts ofthis Chapter, and sheyare properlyfour, . 
_ ¥. The firft ters down unto as, the death of Chrift as he is cru- q 
cified im the world, by wickedbands, or corrupt adminifirations ; 
chrough the lufts of men, unto the decay and death of that law of 7 
ihe (pirit of life ( which is in Chrift fefus our Lord’) in, and by the 

men of the world,asonce the body of Jefus was crucified and kil- 
led do@rinally,by thofe wicked Jews and all forts of people then - 
united in one,and this is contained from ‘the fr verfe-to the fe- 
venth. 

2. Itcontaines che depth of the Lord Jefus, as he is crucified 
to the world in.refpe& of the Aeth ; that is, to all carnall andcor- 
rupt things contained in the law of the carnal] commandement , and 
hand: writing of humane Ordinances which is againft us, and therefore 
nailed unte his Groffe: And chus he is {laine in the Saints, even in 
all the Subjedts that appercaine and belong. to his Kingdome, 
which confifts not of. the matters and affaires of this prefenc 
world, and this is expreffed from verf.7.tothe re. 

3, It gives out an eminent and univerfa}l Prohibition » back- 
ed with an exhortation ,, together with rhe danger enfuing the 
not obferving thereof, and that is contained in ver fe 12. 

4. It fets beforre us, or rather romidgeth our hearts to finde 
outinus, and to bring torch by us thofe excellent and admira- 
ble fruits which {pring up in the godly from the death of Chrif, 
and obfervation of the prohibition abovefaid. The Trradian 


beam: whereof are thed forth from verfer2.to the end ofthe B- 
pifile. 


And frft-of the death of Chiif, 2a-he 
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is. crucified in the world, 
in refpe& of his proper {piric and ver tue, & that by wicked hands 
and edminiftrations both of Jewes and Gentiles, that is, fuch as 
are {tri& in Religion according to the lirerall command and hi- 
torical] notion, bring engaged therero by that fpiric of bondage, 
~ and of fear, and others loofe and licentious, not having the bond 
of the fpirit of God upon then. But uling the liberty of the Go- 
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{pel} as am eccafion to the fiith, jurreptilionfly encouraging chem- 
iclves chereby co all exceffe of ryot in the inurdinace ule of carnal 
and vanifhing things chat perilh in the ute, and this is done by 
men of all racks and qualitizs , chat are mot become one in that 


chiefe and principal goodnes 5 reckoning themfelves as nothing - 


in account, but a3 shemfelwes ; their place, auchoricy, ind dignity 
takesisbeing ,. and is fummed up in that Srace, office, and dig- 
nity of che Sonne of God, otherwife caey are fach as glory and 
boaftin chemfelves, which rejoycing is evil, namely of chat wick- 
ed one ; wherefore he faith, ver{. 1- 


Verf.. 1. Go too now yee tich men, weepe and howle for your 
miferies that {hall come upon you. 


(Uc Apoktle here cxpreflech himfelfe to the wealthy of che. 
world as rich men, or collectively (Rich man ) as of all 
in one; that is, man of Sin, or men of Belial, who greed and gripe 


after all manner of good ( falfely fo calied ) in che negle@ of thac 


one and‘ alone goodneffe in Chrift, tbat one ibing neceffary, thar 
better or beft parc, which can never be taken from him, who 
choofeth is as his chicfe and only treafure. i 

Bur to make choile of, and to rejoyce and glory in, asanon- 
ly and rich trade and treafure befides that, is to ftiflle in them- 
felves, and fuffocate che life and fpiric of the Lord Jefus, which 
is thereby extingt, endin them breaths nor. 

Le bids them therefore, Go toe now, or comeon, as if he would 


- encourage them in their courfe. Alife phrafe isufed, Ger. ir. 


at the building of Babell, Go toe now, or come on,. givea word 


of exhortation and encouragement one-to another for the: far- 


therance of your woke : As if he fhould fay,. Take your liberty, 


ufe your accuftomed trade and tra figque co get and gather in a=- 


bundance of your corruptible riches, that movh and raft can feize 
upon ; and {pare no pains, miffe ofne opportunity to make your 
felves excellent, and glory in it 5 only wich this provifo, namely 
that you will affure your felves of the income.and proper re~ 


turn, together with your adventure, and this your practice, ups. 


on that condition, take your beftadvantage , and full {wingein 
your courfe ; for the jut refifts you not, as 15 euprefled , verfe 6: 


Or Sarin 
, Cees 
) 


OARS AN 


ie 
7 fo 


w 4 VES 


CL. 


a9 


= MA 


eX 


UN Lr, 


QQ 
\ 


a 


it a =] 
DNs eo 76 
ELON oe 


a) 


enRS 


A 


PS b ee i 
oi ee othe RS ; 
a4 i) Me - a 
; ak pai et SCs SRL tl 
\ . 
7, 2 rary’ 2 0) wy? Aa9°? Noa y)*umeS SR ee N > 


oe Lu | 

en: ae For the Gofpel of God isnot a hinderer of wickedneffe in the 
men of Belial, no more then the fop which Chrift gave to Fudas, ) 
cogether with his fpeech thereupon , What thou doft do it quickly, — 
hindered him not in the exccution of fo trayterous an offic 5 for 
it is a favour of death unto deatb unto the unbelieversyand ot no leffe 
power to accomplith it , through that fpiric which is in the 
world, then it is of vercue to be a favour of life unto life in the - 
Saints through that {pirit which is in them : And it is as unpoffi- 
blethat one member of that body of fiane fhould cometo che 
knowledg of che cruth, as ic is that any one of the chofen of God 
fhould be deceived with errour and wiles of Sathan, which Chrift 
affirms it is wupoffible they fleould be deceived. ‘ 


For a4. Ch: if keeps his family intire and compleat, So that nene 
of them is loft but that fonne of perditéon , that the Scripture might be 
fuifilled, in point of wrath proportionable to grace and mercy, 
which fonne of perdition ( comprehending all che children of 
defiruG@ion ) was loftonce and for ever. ” 


Even fo doth Aantichrift mayntaine his inteteft in all che feed of 
che Serpent, and parteth wich none, only that loft fheep of the 
boufe of Ifrael, asa brand is plucked out of the fire, being found to be 
one of the flock of God once and for ever. . , 


No marvell then, though our Apoftle faith, Go too now, unto 
the wicked and wealthy (in poine of Pharifaical excellencies) for 
as the flare of death and darkneffe difcovered by the Gofpel, doth 
fharpen and provoke the godly unto joy & chankfulnefs for their 
deliverance and efcape therefrom : Even fo doth the ftate of life 
and peace difcovered in the Saints by the fame Gofpel tharpen 8 
provoke the wicked to enmity and defpair,which is the expelling 
of the {pirit of God, & quenching the fame in them{clves: Therefore 
he bids them weep & bowl for the mifery that cometh upon them ; here- 
by, and by weeping he fignifies unto them the departure and lofs 
of all good, even that lite of che Lord Jefus , whom they crucifie a- 
frefo unto them elves, and make a mock of him, in whofe life all good- 
nefle is treafured up, and comprehended, which unto themisva- 
nifbed as a vapour 5 therefore he bids chem weepe, for the Joffe of 
good caufeth tear::and by howling,he minds them of that prefent 
wrath and torture which abides upon them, and pofleflech them ; ~ 
which however it may Vig as Dormant for atime, yet this fin of 
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killing Chrft in the Spirit, is the fame with that of Caines killing 
his brother, and lies at the door, a8 the proper and only in-lee 
of che deluge of Gods wrath into the foule, and indeed inco the 


world. : 
For it cuts off che Sonne of God from being propagared and 

brought torch in the world, according to the ipiric and power 

roper cohimfelfe : as that wicked a& of Cain cuc himoff from 
being brought forth in his geneologie after the fisth, in the way 
of Abel, and to makes a nullicy of Scbin, that makes all chings, 
and therefore muithave all guile in ic, which is the doore and 
in-fec for execution of vengeance: Therefore he adds, for the mi- 
fery that fall come upon you 3 OF a8 the word may be read in the pre= 
feni tenie, # Come HpoR you;For in thefe twain, that is co fay, in the 
loffe of all good, and the pofleflion of all evill, perfe& mifery aud 
wretchedneffe doth confit. The word tran{laced Howle in the 
Hebrew is Shadad, and fignifies to deftroy ; of which Zadai is de- 
riyed, atitlegiven unto God fignifying power, or Almighty 5 
and here is an elegant allofion unto the etymologie of the origi- 
nall phrafe ufed by the Prophets, fignifying unco us, that no lef 
then Gods Almighty power is exercifed and put forth to the ute 
moft, in the {cattering and deftcu@tion of all fuch as ftifle che Son 
of God in the breathings of his holy Spiric in themfelves, by pre~ 
ferring & glorying in other things before it ; or ag it is in others, 
by vilifying, contemning. and pertecuiing ic, whereupon the 
next phrate is brovght in, vz. 
eee ce a = e — 
Verf. 2, Your riches are-corrupted > and your gat ments are 

motbeaten. 


Hat is, all the fubftance they enjoy, boaft of, and glory in, is 
utrifed and changed from that which orherwile, and elfe= 
where itis ; for they adulcerate the holy word ot God unto them- 


felves, by fubjeCting and proftrating the fame unto their owne 
lufis, of pride, cruelty, and vaineglory , as though fuch things 
were the naturall fruits ofic , they bring them forth, and aifo 
nourifhand fofter them by it, a8a Harlot doth a child in an a- 
dulterous way ; that is, after the way of the letter, that kills, and 
not in the way of the Spirit, thes gives out the life of the Lord Je~ 
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Lay 
Therefore it is that above he calls chem adulterers and adultere{- 


fes, telling them that the Jove of the world is enmity with God, thas iz, 
thac whick the world counts isvz in the height and top of affe@i- 


on, is the proper malice end enmicy of Caiue, whereby he kills 
and crucifics him who is not athamed co cal bis Saincg brethren, 
being flefh of their flefb, and bone of their bone. ni Set 

And we muft know that there is a unity in the Harlor, ag wel] 
asin thetrue Efponfall : For bee that is joyned unte an barlot is one 
jle{h, for two ( faith he ) (hall be one flc{b. | | HE 

By twaine there, is not meane creature and creature joyned | 
together, but God and the Creature are become one in that way - 
of the harloc; that is, chey are become one carnal, corrupt, and 
finfull eftate ; for there is as neerea unity between God and man, 
in that man of Sin unto all unrighteoufneffe, in Pprophaning all - 
the holy things of God unro deftru@ion , in which the hely one 
is cleare from being a proper actor or agent in any of them all, 


as there is in Chrift that man of God, unto all righceonf{nefie and 


holinefle, by fetting finfull man apart to all honour in falvation, 
whercby being joyned. unto the Lord, is made one {pirit with bim ; thar 
1s, they twayn are but one holy, happy, and righteous eftate and 
condition, wherein man is excluded from being any proper a- 
gent or attor, asin any thing proper and naturall to the Crea- 
ture s So chat man putrifies and corrupts the Son of Godin him- 


- felfe chrongh principles and aptitudes of mind proper toa Crea- 


ture, but not unto God, fubjecting the things of Godto the law 
ofthe carnall Commandement, naturally ingraffed and write 
ten in mans fpirit, which is the law of fin and death, . 
And Ged fan@ifes and makes holy aan in-himf{elfe through 
principles and aptitudes proper to the Creator himfelfe, and not 
unto che Creature, by fubjecting it to the will of God according 
to his wifdome, which is that flate of righteoufneffe, and law. 
of the fpirit of life, which is in Chrift Jefas our Lord, , 
The proper riches and excellencics of the world then are COrs 
rupted , and are become the proper mammon of iniquitie ; for howe 
ever they may count upon truth to come within the compafie of 
their ¢flates and reckonings, to advance their excellencies theres 
by, yet it is cerrupted unto them » for they bave changed the truth 
of God into atye. ehh ter . wa 3 
_ Indeed they lay claime to Jefusas a Saviour, on whom they, 


| [9 J 
hang all their vanifhing, carnal! , and Spider-web like hopes. 
‘But heis corrupted, and asamothin them, being become Sha- 
‘dad, or Shedim, a wafter and deftroyer. : 
They monopolize Churches and Congregations of God unto 
themfelves,buc they are corrupted,and are become Synagogucs of 
Satan, and an affembly of evill docrs. 
- For they are no true Church of Chrift, or congregation of the 
firft born of God ( whofe namegare recorded in heaven ) that fo 
expound the word of God, as they can but apply fome one pare 
thereof as their prefent ornament and furniture, for they may ag 
well (as indeed they do) lay afide fome pare of Chrift for che pre- 
fent,and fo divide him,and make a nullity of him,as to lay afide 
fome part of the word of God, as not in prefent ufe in their 
dayer, being a garment not holding proportion with their com- 
pofed body. : | 
Bae the true Church knowes that the end of the Law is Chrift, 
and can tell how to adorn it felfein all ages, with thofe ancient 
orders extantin Abrabams family, as alfo with all the ornaments 
exercifed amongft thofe Princely Tribes, or Scepters of Ifrael, as 
under the condu& of Aofes and Aaron, Caleb and Fofbuak, Deborah 
and Barak, David aud Samuel, Chrift and the Difciples, the Apo- 
‘files and all Nations. | 
Yea, and as under the condu& and miniftery of that Angelical 
confticution and order fet forth unto them in that book of the 
Revelations, that all fhall harmonize and agree as one joyfull and 
triamphant fong, and (hour of deliverance, righteoutnefle, and 
falvation. | 
And when the Sun of righteoufneffe lends his irradian beames 
through any of thefe bright clouds of witnefle, commending it 
felfe unto us in any of thofe particular wayes of adminiftration, 
wherein the Saints of God have been exhaled and gathered up in- 
to unity and intimacy wich the Lord: Yea, when any of the 
Saincs do Evangelize cut of any of the fore-named Adminiftrati- 
ons, they can effeCtually and affamptively exprefe that fignificant 
word Selab’; which in a way of affeveration, as alfo of elevation 
of the fame thing, affirms it co havea prefent being, and reall ap- 
pearance, abiding without any end or ceffation thereof, of which 
nature the things proper to the Son of God ¢xift. 
And of fach nature is the word of God in all its wayes of ad- 
| C min:ftiration, 
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minifiration , being hy interpreted 3 and {uch as manifeft 


‘and declare it otherwife, they may indeed affume the riches and 


glory ofa Charch, and boaft of it as thefe do, but it is acorrup- 
ced, a vanifhing, and vaporous one. 


Therefore he faith, That their garments are motheaten, that is, all 


their honourable Ornaments, wherein the Munifter for the en- 
creafe and deifying of their corru pted treafure, are inervated, and 
voyd of vertue ; for the very tubftance, pith, and marrow of 
them is confumed and wafted : (o chat when fhee put them on to 
appeare glorious, then their nakedneffe appears to all men, fo as 
they glory in their fbame through minding earthly things. 

ic is a gorgeous garment the woild puts on in that point of 
its Miniftcy confifting of an imputed Righteoufneffe , refidene in 
another, but notinhim that confefleshic; this garment hath 


lyen fo long in thac Arke of Tradition, that itis moth-eatens the 
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ftrengch and vertue of ic is taken away, and is was broughtout | 


of the treafury of a carnal Chrift, who is fometimes prefent with, 
and fometimes remore from his Charch.: So that in bis abfence 

they are forced to form unto themfelves an imaginary righteou 
nefle ; for ic is a meer Emedullatus, the pich and marrow of righ- 
teoutnefle is taken away, 

For that righteoufneffe which is profelfed. out: an or. ata di- 
Hance from the {pirit ot Chriftianity , when or in whomfoever 
that {piric appears, is not the rigreoufneife of him who is really 
prefens with, or in his Saints to the end of the world, thatis, to 
the ending and vanifhing of all iuch worldly and carnall concep= 
tions in the publication of the Gofpel. 

For if we give another form co the: righteoufneffe of Chriff, 
differing in the nacure, €flicecy, or dignity in the profeffor, from 
thae which itis in the profeflec, it is not the righbteom{neffe bien it 
by the faith of the fonne of God. 

For as faith is alike reall_and refident in all chas. come unto 


God, even fo is righteoufnefle, and He that comes. unto God, mujt 


beleeve that God is; that is, that he is chat co him, or in him, that 
he comes unto him; for what ever itis, which is that glorious 
reward or end given, or accomplithed i in all the diligent feekers 
of him ; never did any come to. God but by faich, for iris che hy- 
poftafis., or being of Godand man in oneand the fame condiri- 
on 5 foritis faid of our fpiritual David, He believed, and therefore 
be foake 5 we alfo believe, and we alfo fpeake. Faith, 
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Faith never differed in‘nature, form and vertue in any, for 
then it were not’of God, bat of che Creature, no more doth righ- 
‘teoufneile; for where the righteoufnefle of God admits of diftin= 
&ion in the fame relation and refpe&, as in point of juttification, 
if the man Chriftor Jefus ftand righteous before God, by a righ- 
ecoufneffe in himfelte; thatis, in that individual], and the Sainte 


of Godftand righteous by that which isin another, and not in \ 


thas individual] juftified ; ‘that is not the righteoufneffe of Chrift, 
it is not the fimplicicy of him, but is made a compound ; Chrift 
is made voyd to fuch. | cz 
Chrift differs notin any of his excellencies whereever they are 
inufe, nor did/he ever come to deny the inheritance between bre~ 
tbren, but to ftate the whole Kingdome entirely a8 upon one only 
fonne, in whom foever poffefleth any part thereof, even as the 
firft-born of God: but if the world fhould not go upon mans 
principles.to make one man as a Monarchin heaven, it would 
harldly maintaine the Monarchies upon the earth. — 
But as it isin the kingdome of God, fo it is in all the chings 


of God, and his kingdome is an everlafting kingdome , and {o is his 
righteoufnefle; but the Do&ors of che world have no ufe of theic 


imputed righteoufnefle ; when once their inherent fanGicy is 
perfected, they may a8 well put an end to the Kingdome of God, 
and become companions of the bruit beafts, ag to put an end to 
che ufe of any thing that appertayns and belongs ¢o the Sonne of 
God in his Saints. : 

We conclude therefore, shat imputed righteoufneffe. in the 
worlds acceptation is 2 math-eaten garment, a meer phylofo- 
phicall diftin&ion of Antichrift, to delude the world, : 

Of like worth is the garment of their fan@ification, wherein 
they fo confidently enwrap themfelves, for they hold is to bea 
holineffe {ubje& to increafe and diminution ; and then it muft be 
acreature-like holinefle, and nota God-like, which is holineffe 
oftruth, or che truth of holineffe, whichis not found but in the 
Son of God, which cannot admit of abatements, for that is pro 
per to'a creature from whole ftrength proceeds all their power 
of performances. 

Againe, the holineffe profefled by the world ( that is by care 
nallmeén’) may have the veriue and office of Prayerin ic, bue 
not of prophefiealfo :and ic may have the vertue & office of pres 
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phefieinit, but not the vertue of healing alfo ; this is a moth-éa- 
cen hoxinclle, the vertue and power ofthe Son of God is eaten: 
cut otic, Chriftis crucified in {uch according to the (pirir. 

Por take away one of the vertues of Chritt, and they all,va- 
nith, for he is chat bund/e of lifé bound up without parting, or 
any feparation : His vellure is {camelefle, and goes all one way by 
Jor and inheritance, whecheric be che robe of mercy in his,or tha 
garmentof vengeance in chem tha fo crucifie him , ic may. notbe 
divided, 3 : i onthe 3 

So that he who denies a Chriftian co have power and authori= 
ty from Godto pablith and preach unto. the world the my ftery 
of fatvation contained in che Gofpel, may. as well deny him 
power to pray, or ta believe, orthe grace of remiffion of his fins, 
exprefitd and declared in thofe glad tidings. 

For the grace of Chriftis as truly colleGive in the fubfihtanace 
of ir, as diftsibutive ; whofocver therefore receives freely , that 
percy hath a like vertue alfo freely to give. 


Moreover the world (who by wifdome know not God.) teach by chat 


witdome that a Chriftian may be poffefled with, and have the en- 
joyment of the fpiric of Chrift, that holy f{pirit of the Son of 
God; and yet the humane nature of Chrift not pcefent, but who- 
ly abfent and remore in another place 5 chefe men may afweb up- 
on like ground profeffe chemfelves to be members of Chrift, but 
not of his body ; for of his Saincs he faith, Ye.are flc(h of my fleh, 
and bone of my bone, not of another. . | 
So that the twonatures in Chrift ( according to the myftery of 
falvation in the Gofpel ) are of the fame extent chat his myfticall 
body is, and areco-apparent to the wif{dome of God in whom{o- 
ever itis. | 
For the fpiric of Chrift never uttered or manifefted iz felfe, bat 
as the fon of forry man utters and manifefts himfelfein, and by 
fuch principles and abticudes as are proper and peculiar to the 
living and eternal! God, taking their being and form from: che 
wifdome and power of God , and not from the’ policie and: 
power of a creatuses for withourthe Coagulation of thefe twayn, 
there is no fpirit of Chrift made manifeft, nor is it in its: ope- 
zation. 
Therefore to feparace the {pirit of Chrif from the humane na-- 
ture of Chiiff, in any ofits operations, is to make a nullity of: 
: Chrift, 


he 


Cbrif, the faith of fuck perfons is vaine, theiy boly garments of 
the Minifiry are moth-eaten, their righteou(nefie is the righte- 
onireffe of the Scribes and Pharijees, which enter not tnto the 
kingdome, and their proper holineile % ibe purification of the fle(b, 
purging themf{elves of all the operations of che spirit of lite, chat 
no ray or beame thereof be found upon them , which a wicked 


manis aecareful of, 2s the Saints of God are of being fiained and 


fpotted with the fi: th. 
For if we gather not up, and take in true man into all the ope- 


rations proper tothe fpiricof God, wee dif-unice and feparate 
that which the wifdcme of God hath fo curioully embroydered 
and wrought up together 5 for the fpirit of Chrift and of God 
quickneth only to that ble fled eftace and condition of the Son of 
God, and notto any other ; even ag arationall fpiric Alled wich 
artificiall principlesto find out the nature and caufe of things, 
gquvickneth only unto that fate and condition of man-kind, and 
not unto the condition ofany other creature upon the carth, 


Verf. 3. Tour gold and your filver is canckered, and the ruft 
‘of them (ball be a wiineffe againft you, and {ball eate 
your fle(h as fire 5 yee have beaped trea fure together 
for the laft ayes. 


S Gold and Silver are the mof precious and durable mettals 
inthe account and ufe of man ; fo righteoufneffe and holi- 
nefle are the diadem and duration of the Gofpel of the Kingdom, 
the fon of God, and they are reckoned here as their Silver and 
Gold, who erucifie the love of life andglory, no otherwife but as 
finneis reckoned upon Chrift,where it is faid, that he was made fir 
for us who knew no finne seven fo thefe are made righteous that 
‘know no righteoufnefle of God in Chrift. 
For the ju@ and unjuft are made of like, yea of the very fame 
matter, for God and man are really. to be confidered both in the 
one and inthe other, and otherwife the true fiate of life and 
death canot be rightly compofed, neither is the gofpel and faith 
of the Son of God preached. | 
For in whattrone, fence, orrefpe& man may be faid to be in 


that worke of falvation wrought by Chrift; and participate in 
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‘the power and glory thereof; Inlike fencemay the Sonne of 
God be faid'to be, and is in that work of deftru@ion, and parti- 
cipates in che defect and (hame thereof. sas aes aa: z 

For asthe wifdome of God in that way of Chrift, purifies and 
cleanfeth chat earthly and corrupeible nature of man (in ite ta" 
king of ic into unity ) from all fia and uncleaneffe wnto a fate 
and condition becoming the Sonne of the holy and eternal God; 
even fo doth the wifdome of man, or of the ficfh ( in taking hold — 
of, and fearching into the things of God) corrups and defile un- 
to, or in it felfe, that holineffe and puritie which is’ in the 
word, or Sonne of God, unto a ftate and condition proper and 
peculiar to that man of finne, and fon of perdition ; for the world 
‘by widome knows not God; that is, through its proper wifdome 
and Serpentine policie, is blinded and become ignorant of him : 
So that there isatrue and reall proportion berween the miftery' © 
of Godin Chrifl, and the miftery of iniquity in Antichrift; elfe 
the ftate of the wicked could not haveinic an Almighty power 
of wrath and difpleafure, as che ftate of the Saints hath init an 
alifufliciency of mercy and love, forthe proper Original and 
fountaine of each is in themfelves, and not in another, that is to 
fay, the proper fountaine of love and mercy is in Chrift, and not 
elfe- where co be found ; and the proper fountaine of wrath and 
difpleafure ig in Antichrift, and nos-founded elfe-where : So, 
that righteou{neffe and holineffe of the word of God, or Sonne 
of God 5 for it is not the word, but in its creating virtue, as it frames 
at felfe in Chrift, and this wordis canckered in che world; for 
Godand man (in amiftery ) are become a corrupt eftate and con! 
dition in that way of Antichrift, dire&ly contrary unto tharo- 
riental Gold, and feven times purified filver that isin Jefus 
Chrift: and that party who is ignorant of the miftery ofiniquity 
in the corrupting and adalerating of the word of God, may 
talk of the unity chat is in Chrift Jefur,purifyiog & making chaft 
mans Nature in that word of God3. burit is onely as he hath re- 
ceived it by tradition, from Libraries, Councels, and Accademi- 
cal courfes; but ehe revelation of the fpirit he knows nor, the 
onely means of the conveyance of the knowledge thereof, 

The pureft meetal thus changed becoms raft ; and that is, firft; 
wilneffe againft them ; fecondly, It eates their flefh as fire. 


Ruf 


‘ - 


> 


i 


See Oe 
 Ruft we know. is the putrifa@ion and flchinefle of mettals 
contra@ing it felfe, and arifing from the not ufing thereof ; even 
fo the not exerciling and putting into ufe the righteou{nefle and 


holinefle of the word of God, thae royal law of the {piric, is the 
contraction & raifing up of the vifion and corrupt defires of the 
fleth, which is the very cancker, fpor, 
it becoms reprobate Silver thereby, no 
in che kingdome of God. | 
- Pirft, and this raft by chis means contracted, jaa witneffe a: 


gainft chem, that they have put the jaft one co death, as itis ex- 
preft in Ver. 6. | fe 


t to pafle for currant to any 


For asthe ufe and exercife of the law of the fpiric in the de- 
claration of the virtue of Chrift Jefus, che contrattion and Emit 
to whereof, is the fplendant brightnefle of Chriftianicy, teftify - 


ing unto allmen, that therein confifts the crucification of the 
fic(h in all the affeGtions and lufts of ir ; 


Even fo the exercife of the law of the Ge 
and fending forth of the defires and affed 
unto all men that therein confifts the cruc 
Chrift Jefus according to the fpiric , teftifying an eternal guile 
upon an act of fuch nature ag thar is, which is of no leffe concerns 
ment chen thekiffing of the Son of the eternal God. 

_~ Stcondly, Jteates their fefh a fire; now we know that as rut 
-eateth and confumeth the mettals in Which it breeds, fo doth 
fire confume and deftroy the fuel in which ic faftneth it felfe, and 


taketh hold, and without-fuel the fire ceafeth 5 for take away fuel, and 
Oper fuel wherein the wrath of 


the fire goeth out. Now the pr 
Ged kindlech it felfe, is che wifdome of thefleth = fo that take 
of goethour 5 itisnot withoue 


_ away that, andthe fire there 
3 and therefore no creae. 


thin the contraGion 


ification and death of 


that, no more chen fire is without fuel 
ture inthe world ia capable of the cternal wrath of God, bue 
onely ‘mankinde, no more then any can beina capacity of the 


confolation of Gud, buc.fuch a3 are iudued with his, wife. 
dome. 


For as the confolations of God kindle chemfe! 
extant, through that wifdome oj God, which hath given it felfe 
fo glorious 2nd an eterna! forme in al} the virtue, relations. and 
re{petts that are between God and man in Chrift, withouc which 
the confolations could not be, no move then the eye-can fee 


without. 


a 


ves.and become 


and ftaine of the foule, that - 


ions thereof, ceftifies, 
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without light, or ahoufé Rand without the pillars and joynts of 
it ; even fo the jealoufie and wrath of Almighty God kindles ic 
felfe, becdmes extane, and in cxercife, through the wifdome of 
the ficth, fetcing (ach a forme on the operations, relations, and 
refpedts, as are converfant in the ftate of Antich: iff beewecn God 
and miate . tS as First? ad? 
For the wifdome of the creature, or carnal law, is wrath unto 
execution againft fuch as ufe cruelty to theinnocent, efpecially 
in the highelt degree ; and when the proper operations of che 
word according to the carnal law are made ranifeft, ic fhall ap= 


God, & that then in the higheft degree,in putting him to death in 
all chat livelyhood and operation of his holy f{pirit which isnot 
permitied to exercife it felie, or breach in them, whereupon they 
muft of neceflicy by that their wifdome judge, condemn, and ex 
ecute wrath upon themfelves, which could not hold proportion 
with this their fa&; but asthe power of God kindles ic felfe 
therein, yet fo as the proper power and fpirit of God is not any 
caufeor original thereof, thatis, oftheir torment, but man 
himfclfeis the proper caufe and fountaine thereof, our of which 
it for ever floweth. esi at Bak? ahs se 

~ Foras the foule of man is kindled and inflamed through the 
wifdome of God with the love and confolations of God, yet the 
foule of che creature is no proper original or fountaine thereof, 
for they are the love, and comforts of the Creator, and not of a 
creature,yetiis the creature convertant and ative in them, even fo 
the power and fpirit of God kindles it felfe, through the wile- 
dome of the ficth (the literal] voice of the Scriptures written in 
all mene hearcs) in wrach and difpleafure, and is converfantand 
infinitely adtive therein yecis the fpicitand power of God no 
proper original or fountaine of wrath, but the wifedome and 


therefore it is fayd of the Lord, fury i mot in me. | 
We muft remember then, that when che Scriptures afcribe un- 


proper unto the Sainte, they are fuch 28 Ged ie the founcaineand 
caufe of, and not the creature, yet are they the cncellency of che 
Sonne of God, whois not without the creacure, though he be 
God bieffed for ewer. “0 
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pear that they have exercifed cruelty againft che innocent Son of 


fpirie of she creature is the proper caufe and fountaine of ir, 


to man, love, JOY; peace, grace, MEICcy, glory, power, and virtue ~~ 


So likewife when we feethe Scriptures afcribe unto God an- 
ger, wrath, fury, difpleafure, and vengence, which are proper 
unto the wicked; they are fuch as the creature is the proper 
fountaine and original of, and not God ; yet are they not with- 
our God, but are che proper exercife of that man of finne, and 
fonne of perdition, yea of that Shadad, or Shedim, that de- 
ftroyer of man-kinde, whois the God of this world; the Prince 
thac rulech in darknefle, which is accurfed for ever, 

_ Andas for fuch devils, as are compofed through that conju- 
ration of academicall Nations, from literall expreflions of the 


Scriptures,as connexions of the diGtates of their own hearts ; we 


skill not, but give glory to God, both in mercy, and feverity, in 
the exercifes of chem,and fo the reft is an infallible teftimony and 


-witneffe of che nature and practice of Satan himfelfe the God of 


this wicked world, therefore the Apoftle faith, We know that we 
are of God, andthe world ix of that wicked one (as the word is ) that 
is, of che Devill, the off-{pring and feed of the Serpent accurfed 
from the beginning, 

3. He addes thereforein the third place, Ye bave heaped treafure 
togetber for the laft day. To heap treafure together,is to augment, 
increafe, inlarge,and fo to fill up,2s nothing more can be added, 
whichis impoilible, unleffe it be an infinite Treafury 5 and chen 
he who onely is infinite, muft bein the ftore, fo that almighty and 
eternal God, is in the wrath boarded up againft ihe day of wrath, and re« 
velation of the juft judgement of God; for there is a fulneffe of fin, 
without vacuity, either in re(pet of time, place or aGtion, for 
the finne of the Amorites muft be full, when Abrabams feed poffeffe the 
land; or elfe the fulneffe of our deliverance in Chrift appears nor, 
for there ts a fulneffe in, or fulfilment of the letter of the Scrip- 
ture in thar way of Judas, in his berraying of Chrift unto death, 
as chere is a fulnefein thac law of the {pirit, or fulfilment of the 
Scripture in bringing forch unto light,and of that Emanuel, God 


_ wich us: 


Fos as Chrift being true, man naturally mortal, is filled with 
eternal life in the excellency and parity of the Son of God; fo 
Antichcift being true God (in che anity of his creation) immor- 
e231, becoms filicd witherernal death, through the lofts and core 
ruption of min, foricis whole -Chrift thardyer, and not apart 


| ofhim, ke dycsinthe Ssinte-auco finne, Satan, and all corrup- 
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cablethings : Sothat when the Prince of this world cometh, he 
findes not in him to joyne bimfelfe with, or lay claym UNTO; 
and he dyes in the unbeleife unto all chings of che {piric, accep- 
cableunto God; andin this doth chat ranfome confift, wherein 
the Sonne of God hath given himfelfe unto an eternal death to 
deliver his chofen ones, into that eternal life proper and peculiar 
tothelordalone. — ecniats | | 

His dying unto the fleth in his Saints, is the life and refarre&i- 
on of it in the men of the world; and his dying unto the {pirit in 


the wicked,is the life and refurrection of it in che Saints of God, 


for neither of them muft be annibilated ; but as man at che fir 


,was made inthe Image of God, andthe word was made daft, 


_ thavis, in chat work of God both the wifdome proper toacrea- 
ture was to be found, and that wifdome alfo proper tothe 
Creator, thefe twain muft remaine extant for ever; that is, 
the wifedome of God extended to the uttermoft in ehat 
carious workmanfhip of the myfticall and glorious body of 
Chrift. Boe : 

_ And alfo the wifdome of the creature muft be extended to 
the uccermoft in thac compofure of the body of fin and death, 
whichis only the curioficy of char confufion in the building of 
Babell, there isa heaping-up then, andan abfolace falnefle of 
_corruptable treafures and riches in che wealth of the world, 
‘But ass | : 
For what is it heaped together ? that is, for the laft dayes : by 


dayes here is to be underftood crimes and feafons, andthe word. 


(laft) fignifies, the leaft or bafeft dayes and times, as often i¢ doth 
in the Scriptures, fo chat this creafure rightly reckoned, and juke 
ly fummed and caft up, amounts to the wot ftand bate of days, 
atime wherein the Sonne of God exifts not, nor is he therein 
found, a day not of falvation but of deftru@ion, a feafon of 
death and not of life; days of forrow, and not of joy;bafé times 
of famine, & not of plenty;of peflilence, & not of health;of war, 
and not of peace; times of murther and cruelty, and not of love 
and ‘freind{hip ; days of enmity, pride, and diabolicall policy, 
and not dayes of that mecknefle of wifedome that is in the Sonne 
of God. 


In a word, the heaping together of che fruits of the Acthas our. 


only treafure, is to the bringing forth of fuch cimes and feafons 


wherein - 
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whereia the policy and power of Sacan ruleth, and not the fia- 
plicicy that isin che wifdome and virtue of the Sonne of God, 
unto which feafon the oath of the Angel hath refpe&, that flands 
wilh one foot on the fea and the other upon the earth, and {wears by him 
that lives for ever that time foail be no more; that ie, wich re{pe& an- 

to that foot that flands upon the troudlefome and tumulcuous. - 
eftate and condition of that fea of evils of the world, he {wares _ 
that no jot, nor-tittle, time, por moment of the life or day of 

_ Chrift thall ever be found, there he ceafeth in them for ever, and 
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_ abafer time cannever be then to be voyd of him, evenas that 2 
time is moft precious and glorious, and thofe onely are halcyon s 
_ dayes wherein he appears, and Sacan, or ought of him is not & 
 foundin them no not fora moment. ; iQ 
He fhews in one particular wherein the bafeneffe of thefe dayes y : 
— coniifts, and that is in the fraudulent detaining and keeping back Wa 
the hire of che labourer. : X 
a leanne ah cep eet pti Oye a SIU Oi Ss 
Verf. 4. ‘Bebold the hire of the labourers which have reaped it. a 
: down your ficlds, which is of you kept back by fraud, ¥ 
: ~ “eryeth, and the cryes of them which bave reaped, . Me 
are entred inio the eares of the’ Lord of Sabboth: | +) . 
a 
| Wherein obferve, | je) 
_ 4. The note of afpeét, and looking up, Behold, AN 
2. Who the labourers are that reap down the fields, 5) 


3. What the labour ana reaping is. 

4. What the bire of the labourer is, 

5. What the cryes thereof is that cryeth. 
6 

7 


— 7 <S 
7 


» Into what the cryes enter, that is, into the eares of the Lord. 
» The title or tearm of honour given unto bint, that is, the Lord 
of Sabboth. 
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| A™ firft of che note of afpe&, Behold, which fignifies to look 


up in the obfervacion of a figne or wonder which is now to 


: sis fall tl sage a | i 
> “appear, andicis of like nature of chat of che Prophet Fonab given ys 
_ unsothe Jews thar crucified Chrift, which was a figne of their fe 
_ deiiruGtion, ia thatthe Sonne of man was to lye buried three dayes and 2 

ibree nighisin the heartof ikeearth; thatis, to be perfe@ly and is 
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perpetually dead and buried in their earthly and carnal hearts, 
néver. co exercile his life and (piric in thim, which isa figne and: 
wonder that che Son of the living God fhould be mortallized in 
them, itisa like figne and wonder here, that the Sonne of God 
thould become a hireling defrauded offiis:hire; 90 oS 
For icis alike miraca!ous thing, chat che Son of forry man, 
who iz fayd to bea worm, an obje&, avapour, a vanity, tobe 
made Lord-of Heaven and Eacth, judge of quick and dead, ag 
that he chat is Lord, ruler, and poils{for of ail things, tobecotne 
ahireling : So chat the myftery of ia gaity is nee without figne 
and wonder, no more then the miltery of Godis, and both res 
all, though che one be a lying wonder, and the other’a true 
wonder, the one confirms the taith of God, the other the faith of- 
Devils. ib PPAR 
The one promifeth falvation.for the confirmation of Pharaoky 
in the hardning of his heart unto deftru&ion, which is a thing 
contrary, and therefore alying wonder, asic appears in Pharach. 
and bis hoft drowned in the fea; the other promiteth falvation 
and deliverance unto Ifrael in Mofes and Aaron, which brings 
forth the thing promifed, and therefore a trae and nota lying 
Wondir, as-appeared in Ifracls marching triamphanily oue of 
LEsgypt ie 
Now there muftbe inca miracle, or wonder, that which go- 
eth beyond the power of any nacure, elfeitis nota wonder, and: 
that is both in the one and the other of thefe miraculous fignes ; 
for in point of falvation by Chrift, no fimple nature can bring 
forth falvation, forthere mult bein falvation both a Saviour, 
and a faved, elfe ic is no: fyi! and.compleat, which neither the 
Nature of man, no nor the nature of God fimply and disjun@ive- 
ly confidered, can be or bring forth : Behold then a-wonder in 
that, which tranfcends and furpaffeth any nature to be-or to 
bring forth, therefore it is faid, that we havea Mediator is made 
higher then the beavens s thac is, the.office of his mediatorthip is of 
that fuper-eminent dignicy that no fimplenature can be, -or at- 
taine unto, therefore of twain he makes one new man in bim/elfe and 
forcreates peace, which-otherwile could not be. ; 


2. Againe thereis a wonder in defteuion, which goes beyond 
any fimple and fingls nature al{o.. ' ? 


a 


j™ 


2 Boe: 


For the nature of God Gmoly confidered cannot be favolved 
with the confines of deitru@ion, who is almighty and fuprean 
Lord over all, neither can mans nature fimply and disjuncively 
confidered be in a capacity of an eternal deftraGion, being a crea- 
ture fabje& co the limits and precinés of time, therefore God 
& manare tobe joyntly confidered in chat wonder and miftery 
of iniquity allo; which properly makes and gives being unto 
the God of this world, which is no Jeffe chen Satan himt{eife, 
who attempts through his errogating & infatiable {piric to ten~ 
derunto Chriffall the kingdoms of the Earth, and the glory of 
them + the one of thefe isa wonder, but a lying one, becaule it 
brings notforth what ic promifech, 2s the righteoutnefle of che 
Scribes and Phari(es is a righteoufneffe, buc nog thar which en= 
tersinto the kingdome, andthe other isa wonder, anda true 
miracle, becaufeit brings to paffe the things it promiferh, even as: 
the righteoufneffe of Chrift enters into the kingdom, and frtech 


in fafecy and honoar ac the right hand of God.. 


And they that preach not the Gofpel as accompanied wich 
thefe fignesin the minifiry ofit, according tothe variety ofthe 
work propoled ; the {peaking and creating word of bis fignes is not 
fent unto that people for their releafe and deliverance out of the 
hou(e of bondage, and yet itis crue, that conpues are fora fign 
not tothem that beleive,but to them that beleive nor, that is, am 
unbeleiver,ever expects that a figne fhould {peak in the fame form 
which formerly ic hath done, orelfe he takes it not for a won- 
der wrought by God, but then shere (honld need no interpretati~. 


in the Church at all, without which tongues are not of ufe,unto. 


edefying. 

Phe worlds expe&ation of fignes to accompany the preaching: 
Gf the Gofpel for the confirmation of it in the fame forme ag fare 
merly, is the expectation of Infidels, fach as foliow Chriftto be 
fed with carnal things, bread that perifheth in she ufe, like them: 
chat afcer they had been fed miraculoufly wich the loaves and the: 
fifhes they perfue and follow him to haveatigne thathe isa man 
of God, andconclude that’ Mo/es wasa man of God, that could: 
give bread from heaven, but this not coming in like forme, bat 
fromthe Earth, thoughin that wonderfall multiplication and. 
increafe, is as nothing unto them. | 


S nF 
But the Giga, wonders, and mighty works accompanying the : 
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:gracé.of the Gofpel never appear twice in the fame forme, fo chat 


amanmay as well expe che water that now bublech up iga li- 
ving and {wift ranning fountaine, to tarry and;abide for him, 
tillhis return to ic againe, as to fit down by a wonder wrought 
by God cill ic appear in che very fame forme againe; it coming 
outof that inexhauftible fountaine, and fwift ranning current of 
that infinite variety of his wifdome and power. . ~ oe 

- Mofes miraculoutly fafied forty dayes and forty nights, and is. 
in the mounc with God, and hathin that fait the law the perfe&e 
pattern of ail truth and holinefs prefenced and fhe wed unto him}, 
and againe Chrift fafted forty dayes and forty nights, but wae 
in the wildernefle among wilde beafts,and therein had the femp- 


_ tations of Satan, the prcptr platforme of the power of darkneffe 


reprefented untohim, which differs much from the pattern of 
falvation and kingdome of light. Elich alfo fafted forty dayes 
and forty nights, but was miraculoufly fed before; in che 
firength of which food he went intoa cave by the mount of God, 
and there had apparitions & voices manifefted unto him, where- 
in God made himfelfe manifeft, andalfo fuch wherein God ap- 
peared not at alls one forsy dayes faft, not but in variety of 
wonder ; one death of Chriff, but a diverfe figne in ic, he is {laine 
at Ferufalem, and our Lordjis-alfo crucified in,Sodome, andin A= 
gypt, true in both, with refpe@ cto flefhand fpirit. 9 4 
And fo much for the word Behold, implying a wonder, wherein 
obferve che deceicfull fleights and cunning devices of the Magifli- 
ans, the Fannes and Fambres of our dayes, who have ere&ed (for che 
confirmation of Princes great fignes of honeurjand Godlike pros 
{perity) Kings Chappels, and pulpite of State , State.prayers, 
and flate-like officers in the Church for forming of ‘them, that 
they may carry their vircue by whomfoever uttered, ftate-religion 
and ftate-like pompe in the exercifeof it , as though the Kings of 
theearth fhouldbe thereby declared: tobe,- not onely the off- 

{pring of the al mighty; but:the deputed Gods.) 9 
» In what doth the fucceffe and iflue of thefe Do&ors indea- 
vors end in, differing from thofe Magiflians in Mgypt, in the 
confirmation and incouragement of their King, firft born and his 
alies.o0 x! ilu: obaow Js neat 
2, The fecond point is, who the Labourers are, or the Labourers 


forthe word may be read either fingularor plurally ; ag icisu- 
| fuall 


wut 


“ 


N 


aa 


faall in Scripture to ufe words of a@ive and paflive fignification; 
as alfo fuch as may be read either in the maf{culine or feminine 
gender, without wrong to the Text: fo alfo fuch as will beare 


_ either the fingalar or plurall number, and fo it is in this place.) . 


, To take the wordtherefore in the fingalar acceptation, it is 
Chrift collectively confidered, in that one intire and my flicall 
- body of his, comprehending all the Saints in all ages of the 
world. —~ SBE THs ! 
Againe, take it plurally (Labourers ) and is is Chrift diftin@- 
ly diftribuced, and given out in a!l the parce and members of that 


body ; for he is chat Labourer or Husband- man that fowes good 


feed in his field, though theevill one fow tares in the time of 

his fleep,. or when, and where he is dead to all things of the {pi- 
rit, which is in chat evill one only upon whom they grow. 

__. He fowes with his owne hand, ag he is that one fountaine and 


giver out of the feed in all ages, yefterday, and te day, and for ever 
the fame. And his (ced{- men fow alfo, asheis a participacor and © 
the receiver thereof; for he receivech che fpiric though not by 


meiiure, for it is immence.:* | | 


3. The third point is, what the labour is in reaping down the 


fields : By reaping here, ig not meant cutting downe, but in ga- 
thering alfo, asthe word imports, Chrifts reaping therefore is 
the cutting downs of all thofe'riches, and: ripened fruics of the 


flefh, thofe fepertluous. branches from the true Viney that they 


benot found in the field 5 or upon that hand of Emanzel, which 
elfe-whereis faid to be the crucifying of the flefe in the affections and 
lufts, dnd the flayingsof the enmity inbimfelfe, which are the proper 
in-gatherings of the worke;:and that whereof their harvet and 
Vintage doth confift , whereby. their regions become white unto the 
harveft ; chat is, ic fets chem in a capacity to be cacdowne by an 
eternal! deflruGtion , and inthefe the labourer is defrauded, who- 
hath [pent bis ftrength (in them ) in vaine, or unto emptineffe, and labou- 
red for nought, as he complains by his Prophet (orin the Prophes) 
Tfaiab : In them he hath loft his time, as a:labourer hath who js 


deprived of his hire, for his time and ageis not extant in them 3 


the time of grace is expended, the day of falvation ie noe found in 
them, his generation is ceafed ia them, and is nomore: even as 
a labourer hath lofthistime, {0 {pent as no fruie nor profit ari- 


feth 5 For he is cut off from the land ef the living (in the world ) and: 
| hath : 
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bath made bis grave in the wicked, and in the rich: of this world is bis 
death, | PSH qi T3B0 | NOME a 
For the Sonof God hath expended bis Hite in Antichrift, unto 
o frud: or profit of che Spirit, Dubunto corraption 3 as the Son 
of man hath expended his lifeim Chrift, unto tio-utilicy or fruic 
ofthe Ath, bucunto puricy and holineffe. toe Sable 
4. Therefore in the fourua placejthey are faid to keep back his 
byre; the hyre of a labourer is to return unto him a reward pro- 
postionable to his worke. The word (hire } iignifies to gather 
together, asa Mafter gathers ro himielfe a fervane to be an{wee 


and anites himfelfe unto them, but they return no fuch thing 
unto bim but only.corruption ; He who is love in himéelfe is u- 


is truth gives him{clfe co them , buc they return alye anto hint: 
ecernall death unto. bim, and fo hold no proportion with him 


for-his fupply furable (in the leaft) to his natureand quality : 
Whereascthe Saints make return to God with things which are of 


mat: For ibey are iacreajed with the increafings of Ged; for of bis 
fulueffe we all receive, and grace for grace. Icis the love of Gad 
thed abroad-in’ their hearte, which is the love by which they 
make over themfelves in contra& unto him, and become E(pou- 
fals cogether wich him, and can fay wich David that beloved 
one ) All things are thine,and of thine own we have given thee, Which 


ceit, or guile, becaufe they give thatunto themfclves and things 
of the creature, which belongs unto che Lord, and things that 
are of him ; they giveunto themfelves wifdome, power, and 
glory, whicb is the prerogative Royall of che Son of God, de- 
frauding bim of his right; for they give their fons unto Moloch, 
or unto the King ; thet is, unto the Kingdome and glory of the 
world, wherein chere is as abfolute a change of the word of God 
from its proper nature and operation to become finfull and dia- 


] 


bolicallinthem; in that way of Antichrifl, as there is of finfuil 


am 


rable one to another by contre&, which the world in that uni- 
ty of the harlot denyesunto-Chrift; for he thatis holineffé gives: 


nited unto them, ‘but they recurn nothing but enmity: He who © 
Hewho is ecernall life gives himfelfe cochem, but they return. 


unto whom they are contracted , nor bring they forth any thing: 


God, holding proportion with him, with whom they arein cone 


the world falls infinicely fhoct of, yea isindire& Anrithefisun- 
co the fame, chereforethey are faid to keep back by fraud, de- 


man from his naturall properties , to become that holy Son of 
God in the way of Chri; therefore they that gave their fonnes 
unto Moloch, thatis, to the reign, dominion, and connfell of, 
the fleth, they are {aid to facrifice unto Di vils, and not unto God 3no 
greacer fraud chen to give thar co the Devil], which Is’ precended 
to begiven unto God and it is the proper work of Sathan to 
bow the heart co the glory of the creature, whereby hee keeps 
back, and retains to him{elfe that honour which is proper to the 
Creature. ; 

Thefe perfons defraud the Son of God of his livelihood, who 
anly lives by his labour 5 for where ther . is no aperation and 
work of Chrift, chereis no life of Chrift, no work of faith, no 
labour of love, no: patience of hope, no brearhings of Chrift, ke is 
dead in that heart; for she Religion of God is not notional!, but 
efficatious: The Lord: Jefus lives by his labour, the world de- 


“frauds bim of it, detaining ic in their own finfu!l and felfith o- 


perations, whereby they with-bold the truth in unriphteoufneffe 5 the 
titles given unto Chrift, as of a perfon, King, Lord, Prince, de. 
Asofanoffice, as Mediator, Advocate, Interceffor: Or of relati- 
ons, as Father, Husband, friend, or the like, are carefully to be 


taken up and affumed by the Creature as they do concerntheho-~ , 


pour, office, and relation of this life, yee they may be aflumed in 
that refpe&t, as we may eate and drinke, marry and give in marriage, 
which all perifhin chenfe, provided that they be afumed, as.we 
are (to buy) oras we areto marry 3 chat is,as thouph we pofle/t them 
not, andas though we afflumed them not, for the fa(bion of this 
world paffeth away 5 that is, that which men may form unto thems 
felves to be excellensand praife- worthy, may at another time, 
or in another place become odious and abominable, as we have 
feenin the name King, Bifhop, Prieft, having many wives, and 
keeping only toone, have been: But toaffume them, or teach 
men fo codo; as things appertaining to the dignity , office, or 
relation of a creature, noc confidered in Chrift, but as ict con- 
cerns creature and creature, to be the ultimate end, {cope, and 
drift of the Scripture in any Title, Offics, or Relation whatfoe- 
ver, is fatanicall and wicked, for the end of the law is Chrift; 
therefore the fcope of chem all, and every particular, isGodand 
manin JefasChrift, and thither it isto be brought, and there 
centred, orclfe we defraud the Jabourer, ‘by decayning his due 
} uRtO 
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unto our felves, or rather giving ic unto Satan him(felfe. In. 
which the cry of the defrauded one doth confift, which ig the fifth 
poinc propounded in order. 

5. And this cry is the cry of che blood of Abel for the exercife 
of wrath in wrong doneunto theinnocent, whofe life as itis 
taken away by force and cruelty of Gain that man-flayer from 
the beginning, fo is it taken away by guileand fubtiley, defrau- 
ding (by the Serpent ) him of the proper meanes of his living, 
which is his owne operations, the fruits of that tree of life 5 by 
giving the glory and vertue to make wife, unto the tree of know- 
ledg of good and evill, which is a preferring the law of the fleth a= 
bove the law of the {pirit, the wildome of man above the wif- 
dome ofGod. | Je OL. | 

For as che wifdome of Godin that law of the {pirit through 
lis curious device of the joynting of Godand mantobeoneeftate _ 
and condition , carries in is a fufficiene and prevalent argument 
to move the tender compaflions and bowels of mercy therein, ag 
in an only beloved fon ; even fothe wifdomeofman inthatlw _ 
of the flefh, craftily infinuating the glory and power of the arm 
of flefh,to be the glory and power of God, giving unto itwhatig — 
only proper to God, hath in ic a fufficient acclamation andargu- 
ment to move the exercife of Gods wrath in the foule, asinone 
that i guilty of an infinite deceipt of Serpents fubtilty. : 

- Yea, as that life-blood of fprinkling, of the Lamb flain accor- 
ding to the flefh, in that houfe of the Ifraelite, ftruck upon the 
door-pofte and Lintels thereof ( thas is, upon all the wayes of e- 
grefle and regrefginto, and out of the fame ) hath im ita fufficient 
ceftimony and ery of reftraintin the deftroying Angel , to caufe 
him to paffe over, asnovhaving anyemployment there, 

Even fo the blood of Abel fhed by the cruelty of Cain, asa Lamb 
flain from the beginning according to the fpirit; or by the fub- 
tilty of Judas betraying him witha kiffe, hath in is a fufficient 
cry inthe deftroying Angel, to move the exercife of wrath. upon 
the frft- born of Aigypt, che beginning & top of all that Arength 
wherein they truft, who.cruelly and fraudulently keep back Ifra- 
el.ftons his advance unto the land of Canaan. | a 

The one hath in ic the voyce and language of peace, reconcili- _ 
ation, and agreement with God as his firft-born, and onely be- 
loved, | 


\ 


The 


fie L 72 
The other hath in it breach of brother-hood, and fellowthip, 


the voyce of a vagabond flying from Gods prefence, anid the glo- 
ry ofhis power, a8 in Caine 3 and wrath unto felf-murcther and 


| deftruction, asin Fudas I/cariot, chat Confeffor, or Preacher for 


bire, as his name fignifies, in whom the word of God ( in ig felfe 
Lord over all ) is changed and eransformed into an hireling. 

6. This cry enters into the eares of the Lord; for as there iga 
certaine propencity in the eare of aman to take in any found, 
that moves the ayre; and to give ie a true and proper form, his 
heart ecchoing the famething , whether it be matter of joy, or 
matter of terrour. Even fo there is nothing that moves either in 
the proper fphere of Gods difpleafure , or of his acceptati- 


_ onand love: but there is a proper and immediate aptitude in 


his wi{dome and power to receive and give a true form ‘thereun- 
to according to the nature thereof, ecchoimg the fame thing, in 
returning an anfwerable and proportionable meafure of wrath 
or mercy into uat hearein which it moves, where he hath place 
of aboad, either in way of mercy, as man by unity is become the 
Son of God in Chriff, or elfein wrath, as God is by unity alfo 
become the fonne of perdition in that way of Antichrift. 

7- And therefore that cerme and title of honour is given him, 
namely the Lord of Sabboth, or Sabboths plurally ;forthat which 
the Prophet Lfaiab writes, the Lord of Hofts plurally, the Apoftle 
to the Romans writes, the Lord of Sabbotb, that is, the Lord of Reff, 
or plurally Rejts, and this declares unto us that wonder of Gods 
reft or ceffation from his work and labour in the beginning, and 
and bow he workech alfo even untill now. | 

Por God refts, and there is an abfolute ceflation of all works 
and operations proper to the Son of God, in that way of the fall, 
eating of the forbidden fruit, or exercife of the carnall comman- 
dement, in which no vertue, motion, or op€ration of the fpirit 
is found, but an utter and abfolute ceffation from them al] ; and 
fo ihe earth is fayd to enjoy its Sabboths, by Gods laying of ic 
waft frons its inhabicants, and in this condition the operations 
of che flefh and power of Satan are found, and frequently in ex- 
ercite. 

Againe, God refteth and ceafeth from labour; for we never 
underftand the name God in a good and proper fence , but with 
refpect unto God in Chrift, by whom the worlds were mades and in 
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him God refis, and shere is an atrer and totalf cefflacion from all 


the works of tin and death, fruics of the flefh, and operations of 
Satan, which mans natuceis fubjeG unco’s there is a perpetuall 


reft, cellation, and fabbatizing in the Son of God fram them all ee 


buc chere is 2 moft glorious operation of the {pirit , and power- 
full work of the Son of God in thac eftate and condition of Jefus 
Chrift, who is thacreft chat yet remayns in the people of God, 
therefore ic is faid, hitherto the father worketh , and I worke ; and 
therefore che word Saba, in the Hebrew tongue, fignifies either. 
Sabboth,a Reft, or an Hoftor Armie ; and fometimes the Apofiles 
in Greeke tranflates it, Lord God Almighty; to declare chat there is 
an Almighty power of conqueft in whomfoever the reft is found, 


- for there is an Almighty power of the whole hoft of Satans en- 


mity, in conquering and fubduing the {pirit and vercues of Chrift 
inthemfelves, reftingfromcthemal]l, > > vies] 


tl 


~ And thereis an Almighty power of the fpirit of grace in hae: | 


Army of Heaven, and order of the Son of God ; 10 vanquilhing 
and fubduing of all the power of fin and Satan, unto that perfe& 
reft which ever remayns in that only and beloved Son of God. 
And truly, the world may as well preach the remporall {word 
to be the Refcur, Reformer , and Confervation of the Churéh, - 


asthe beft and greateft Councell , Synods, Synodriane, and At: 


femblice that ever were, or can be gathered together only inthe - 


ficength and power of humane learning, wifdome, experience,’ 
and policy ; for in fuch che Lord is in array, as an hoft, and in 


ceft and ceffation ; but it is to do that work, hat ftrong worke of 


wrath not proper to the Son of the bleffed, whereby he refls from 
all his owne operations asthe enfuing wordsdo declare. - 


Vert 


Neen 


Verf. 5. Yee have lived in pleafures on the earth, and been 
“wanton, yee have nourifbed your-bearts as in a day of 
» flaughter. . 


Qu have lived in pleafure on the earth (as Dives, or thaerich 

‘man did ) that is, you have taken delight, and made it your 
very living to exercife your felves in earthly and temporary 
things, all your dealingsand commerce is in fuch things, as 
your felves cannot but confeffe muft have an end, and ceafe ro be, 
and therefore earthly , as your bodily fafts and humiliations ; 
your bodily feafts, and verbal thank fgivings for vanifhing things. 
your Szbbotits only in ceffation from bodily labour 5 yourearth-. 
ly viGories aad honourable achievements, thefe are che food you: 
feedon, the things wherein your delight and pleafure is fec, and 
mufi they not have an end? If fo, then are they earthiy, dccaute 
they fade and vanifhas the flower of graffe. 

Nay the order of your Churches and Eldeifhips , the ordinati- 
on and infitutions of your Oracles and Orators, will chefe fand 
with the Affembly and Church of the firft-born of God, whofe 
names are enrelled in beaven, where every one hath a like fhare, and 
equall right toall the offices, orders, and priviledges of she king- 
dome? ifnot, they areearthly , compofed by the miniftery of 
the letter cthac kills, and not by che law of che {pirit of life. | 

Add further ; whatis your faith, your prayers, aad rightcouf- 
néffe; are noe thefe earthly and carnall, as held and praCtifed by 

you ? Can you tell what ufe co put them ontoin your profefied 
world to come? I tronot ; for, for any thing thac ever IL could 
learn from the common Priefthaod of thefe dayes, they have no 
ufe of the imputed rizhteoufneffe of che Son of God, when once 
their fanctification is compleated ; nor of their faith, when they 
have attayned the end of it, which they fay is at their coming to 
heaven ; nor of prayer, when they fhall need no more to conv. rfe 
_with, or have fupply of the things of thie prefenc life: and are nog 
thefe carnall and vanifhing then, as held'and praCtifed by the Do- 
tore of our dayes, togecher with their followers and Papils ; 
where then fhall we find the men that rake not their delight , and’ 
place their pleafure in earthly and vanifhing things, whofe reli- 
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‘Wheregs tne truth is, there is nothing of Chrift which hath noe 


‘the nacure divine in it, or elfe ic is not an ordinance, act, exer- 
cife, or vertue becoming the Son of God who in all things is holy 


and pure, and there is no holineffe without the {piris of God 5 


therefore they may as well hold and teach chat the {pirit of God 


vanifheth, and comes to an end in the Saints, as that any Ordi- 


uance, Office, A&, Exercife, or Vertue of Chrift vanifheth and 
comes to an endinany ofhiemyfticallbody. | 
For if che unity of che Spirit ceafe in them in any refpe&, then 
the wifdome and povver of the Spirit ceafeth, and chen that new 
Commandement , or law of the Spirit is abrogated, and made 
voyd, which the Apoftle faith i true in him, andin ws, becaufe the 
darkneffe is paft, and the true light (bineth , whichis che fubftance of 


the Law in every point and particular ofi¢: And where che light © 


of God once fhineth to expell darkeneffe in us, it ever abideth, 


yea in that imputed righteoufnsfie, or righteoufneffe reckoned 

together with us in faith, prayer, or whatfoever, ic abides firme 

and ftable, as the Son of God is firm and ftable. | 
And as for eating,drinking, marrying, and giving in marriage, 


~ with all things of like nature cranfient, having an end, they are 


no proper parts of the Kingdom of God, nor any thing whereof 
ic doth coofift,but are ufeful in their time and feafon to the Saints 
of God, and may be exercifed with a holy refpe&-unto the King- 
dome, for the promoting of ic ; therefore ic is faid, Whether yee 
edte or drinke, or whatfoever yee doe, det all be done tothe glory of 
God. DoF 

Therefore when they asked Chrift chat queftion, whofe wife fhe 
foould be inthe refurreétion, who bad bad {even husbands ; hig anfwer 
is, that they erre, not knowing the Scriptures, not the power of God, for 
in the refurreétion they neiiber marry, nor are given in marriage, but are 
like the Angeils of God in heaven ; Therefore it follows, 


And beene wanton. 


That is, they joyne with thefe earthly pleafures wantonnefle, 
they are become effeminate, womanifh, having eftranged them- 
felves from that hercicall and ma(culine {pirit which the Apoftle 
exhorte unto, Stand faftin the faith, quit you like men, be ftrongs 
thatir, behave your felvesas men of God, going forth in his 
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‘ftength, and not in the ftrength of che arm of ficth, which is true 
weakneffe and womanith. 3 
But thefe-are become wanton and la{civious, doting upon 
tranficory and vanifhing things, letting the fubftantiall paffe, be- 
ing fubdued and overcome with piGures, (hadows, and femblan- 
ces of things that have no fubftance nor validity in them, and not 
with the things themf{elves, being taken by the fight of a wande- 
ring cye, and the hearing of a fen{uall eare, as the woman was 
_ by the words of the Serpent, and fhew of the fruit in ehe begin- 
ning. 
| Thefe Siberiticall perfons, being widdows, in refpe& of any ef- 
poufall wich Chrift, for they are fuch as wax wanton againgt ~ 
Chrift,and wil marry,in making contrads with forms of earthly 
Governments, forms of Churches, forms of ordinances, and ex- 
ercifes, wantonizing in their earnall copulations, with bread, 
wine, and water, oyle, (pittle, and cream, fo devoutly thar none 
muft intermeddle with their minnions, but fuch as do ic by con- 
tra&, according to their law, of Carnglentia, and if any conceive 
by any other feed then by cheir pulfe and lentiles, which onely 
ferves tomake red, earthly, or Edoms broth, that profane fornica- 
_ teur, fuch perfons are prefently counted breakers of covenane, 
_ pernicious perfons, Hereticks, Schifmaticks, and blafphemers of 
| their gods. ; 
| Thefe have forgotten that ancient, and mafculine {pirit of 
 wifdome and gravity, fo skilfulin geneology and chronology, 
_ that itcan reckon it felfe up together with eternity, {ce Prov. $ 
from v. 22. t031- 
——, Which takes its delight and folace only in the compaffe or circnit of his 
earth, or of his land, which the Prophet ftiles the Lords land, 
therefore he prefenly interprets it, and faith bis delight is with the 
soe of men, where he dwels and in whom he makes his proper 
abode, 
This fpisit threfore in whomfoever it is, tzkes delight in no- 
_ tbingas to place its pleafare in ir, but in eternal things which ~ 
God in the Mefliah onely is, and all other creatures, relations, 
and operations, are but as fo many letters or figures to lead un- 
to, and point out, what man isin Chrift; in whom the delighe 
and pleafure proper unto godlinefle is onely fer. 
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Becaufe nothing elfe Cas delightful) can be cternal, for eter- 


nal crath we know none but onely in Chrift, for be w# that way 
that truth and that life of eternity, belides whom nothing can hold 


 correfpondency-with God fo,as to be the object, or (ubjedt mat- 


tcr of his delighe and pleafure. or | 

Anc howfoever there is in the godly man,that which is a crea- 
ture made wichin the bounds and precin@s cf time,yet that unity 
ly of God who is eternity, and not ofthe creature which is in 
time ; ific.be love, itis the love of God, and not of a creature; if 


wifdome, icis of God and not of man 3 if ic confit in power, it 


is infinite and not finice, fo that chat face and condition of God 


and man in one is ecernall and not temporary , it lives the 


life of God, it walks and works by the wifdome of God, and not 
of che-creature. ee LO 
We know che body of man hath lifeand wifdomeas well as 


the foul, while ic isin conjunGion with it, not another, but the . 


fameihat isin the foule, much more hath the foule of a chriftian 
life and wifdome, in and of God, and not another, fo longas itis: 
in conjungion with God, which is for ever, or elfe his Sonne,his 
proper off-{pring fhould not inherit and be pofefled with the na- 
ture ofthe father, —~ : : jeans 


t 


Ifthe moreallifts of our dayes knew the way of falvation by 


Chrift, chey could never conclude like beafts, chat the foule of 


man dyes with the body like a beaft, for God is not onely in us: 


nity with the foule as a worker and Creator, but hee is alfo one 
in che workmant(hip which is made, for the Son of God is as tru- 


ly faid to be made of woman, and made under the law, as heis faid to ~ 
be the Lord and maker of ali things. ah ety ie 


Andicis che Image or wifdome of God that gives being and 
forme unto that glorious workmanfhip of God in man ; fo that 


if the fouledye,there is not a aullicy of the work, but al fo of the 


Creator the maker of it, whogives the proper being and form 
co the work by that whichis of himfelfeand not ofa creature, 


for it is his Image or witdome which is che being and form ofit, 
asthe reafon and underftanding of aman gives being and forme 


co aman, and unto no other creature, " | 

NVithout which wifdeme and Imzge of God the workmanfhip 
of Chrift never was, nor canbe, foric never was burin chat I- 
mage, 


is eternal, becaufe in whatfoever the unity doth confift is proper- | 


[ 33 J. 


nage, life and wi(dome of God, and without unity with God 
nothing can be eternall. | 

And however thefe men are ignorant of the ftate of the Son of 
God, yet they fhall know that their _foules are eternized alfo, 
and that onely by unity with the Almighty and eternall God, 
buc in the way of the harlot, in adulterating and falfifying the 
word of God, and that in the way of the myftery of iniquity as 
 tralyas Chriftis in the miftery of God, or is that miftery of God, 
for the myftery of the Gofpell confift wholly inhim. =~ 
- . Thofe therefore whofe darling and dalliance is not but in and 
with temporary and tranficory things, which exercife and lay 
out their ftrength and fubftance, in and about them, as their wif- 
dome, policy, learning; time, ftudy & all their aquired abilities 
(for the Greek word tranflated wanton, fometimes fignifies 
A monftrous profufton, pouring out, and expending ones felfe without 
- 4neafure in, and unto all lafciviou{nefs ) {ach are the perfons the Apo= 
ftle here {peaks of, whole proper ftrength is fpent in things they 
canot ¢eternize,; and arethe proper crucifiers of Chrift as thofe 
were of old, whoemployed the firength oftheir zeal in and a- 
bout outward ceremonies and beggerly rudiments, defticute of 
the true fubftance, and body, which ts Chrift, who are further 
decribed and fet forth in the next phrafe, 


Ye have nourifbed your bearts as in a day of laughter. 


© The word cranflated Nouri(h, fignifies ta feed, fuftaine, or fo- 
| fier, as Fofepbis faid co nourith his father and his brethren in 
_ FEgypt with all manoer of neceffaries, whereupon he is called the 
feeder and ftone of Ifrael, as being that corner ftone chat coupleet 
the building together, orthe rock and foyndation whereon it 
- ftande, as our {pirituall Fofepb is, che Greek word Citometrion, is 
— ufed for a portion of meat, who then is that faichfull and wife 
_ Steward, whom the Lord fhall make ruler over his houfe, that 
_ Nourifbeth Cor giveth a portion of meate) induc feafon. - 

_ © Theword tranflated beart, fignifies in this place, pleafure or 
| delight 3 fo where one Prophet faith , Solomon had finilhed the 
- Lords houfe, and the houfe of the King, he had done all that was 
in his beart; which another Prophee exorefling the fame thing 
| faith, hebad done all that pleafed him; fo where it is faid, {peak 
F comfortably 
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comfortably or pleafingly to, Jerufalem, the. word is, fpzak to the 
heart of Ferufalem : fo where it is faid, I will allure her-and bring 
her into the wilderneffe, and {peak comfortably. unto her ; the 
word is,,1 will fpeakin.ber heart, (m eaning Ifrael the Church of 
God.) and many che like. . , qi btie 
And by a day of flaughter here, is meant aday or time of fea- 
fling, asic is faid by che. Peophet I/ajah, chat the Lord called unto 
weeping and morning, to baldneffe and girding with fackcloth, 


and behold joy and gladneffe, {laying of oxen and killing of fheep, 


eating of ficfh and drinking wine, even as thefe are called alfo to 
weep and houle for the mifery that is upon them ; for be that be- 
leives not. wrath abides upow him; chatis, in being already; the 
{um is, that they have fed cheic. pleafures, and foftred themfelveg 
in their hearts delights, as in.a day of capsivicy, making their ex- 
ercife in tranfient things,cheir feaftival. feafon and time,delight- 
ing themfelves therein unto the full, in which the {laughter and 
killing of the juft one doth, confift, HY Soa ha ; 
For nothing can feed unto falneffe but by mortifying of that 
whereon it feeds, becaufe it muft turne into the fubftance and na« 
ture of the thing fediand nourifhed. ce tee Ss 
So that a wicked man, takes not away his owne proper lifein 
his banquetting and wantonizing in the corrupt defiresof the 
flefh, and things which are tranfitory and fading ; but he takes a- 
way the life of another, he flayesnochimfelfe who lives after the 


Heth; but he flayes chat Fatling the Lamb of God, by tem porizing 


and carnallizing thac word of Goduntohimfelfe, and fo it be- 
comes his proper nouvifhment, which is that portion of meace 
which the. world univerfally (in ics wicked and unfairhfull 
Stewards) gives.unco its Pupils; therefore it is that Chriftmakes 
that complainc in all his Saints, For thy fake ave we killed all the 
day long, and counted as (beep for the laughter 5 that is, the great day 
of feating unto the world, withoutthe mortification of whom 
ahey. cannot be,fed.; for the two witneffes are killed in Cbrift, which 
are the two Candlefticks, which hold forth all light of trath)' and 
the tmo olive trees, which feed the light with oyle that ie never go 
out, but fland before.the godof the earth; that is, as Davids {eed is 
faido be before God as the Sun, that is ftedfaftand firm for ever 
in glory, as God himfelfeis. , 
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h, Yea, they are thofe two Prophets which propbecied one thoufand txo 
bundred and threefcore dayes, which is the (ame time of two and for-- 


ty monechs ; and of Elias his three yeares and fixe moneths of 
droughe, asalfo of chethree dayes and an halfe, wherein they 
Jyeunburyed, only in variety of glory , andtrath of witnefle 


and teftimony which.is in actwosfold refpe& , and they that ftate_ 
the witnefle in any other, carnallize the word of God, who can 


only witnefie by prophecy or interpretation unto the eternall e- 
ftate.of the man of God, as alfo of that man of fin, which are 
thofe two great Candlefticks whereon the light of Gods mercy 
and fevericy fhine for ever, which never wants oyle for the trim- 
ming and fupply of it, fignified by thofe two olive trees, which 
none can interpret bucthe fpiri¢ of God it felfe ; therefore it is 
not done by army, nor by power, but by {pirit faith the Lord of boftssfor 
no man can give a true incerpretation or teftimony of the eternal 
eftate and condition of the juft and unjuft for time co come: 


but he chat can witnes unto it asit is eternal, with refpe& of time 


psft alfo,which none cando fave our Zerubbabel, chat ftrangerfrom 
Babels confutation (as his name fignifies ) therefore they who 
affirm an eternal condition unto juft and unjuft for time to come, 
and cannot interpret in point of looking back how itis really 


without beginning, they affirm they know not what, & are falfe - 


witnefics againft Chrift the Son of God: and where this teftimony 
failes, the wicneflesare killed; and:put to death, which is in that 
Sodome and /E.gypt, where our Lord is crucified: And as they are dead 
in the world for three dayes and an halfe, fo are they alive the 
fame term of time in God, and never want oyleto give the light 
and brightneffe thereof 3 in che one we fee from what we are éter- 
nally delivered, and in the other to what we are eternally delive- 
red, fo that che three dayes and halfe isthe fame with that time, 
times, and the divifion of time, in which the woman is fayd to be in 


the wildernefle , it is for atime ; that is, one fimple time ora@ 
, of eternity, icis times plurally 5 that is, ehéze is a time of the Son 
of God, wherein nothing of the fon of perdition is contained ; 


and there isa time of the fon of perdition, wherein nothing pro- 
per to the fate of the Son of God is contained, 


And thereis the divifion of time, that is, in one fimple & indivi- 
duall c@ of eternicy, they are everlaftingly feparated and divi- 
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ded, ininitely remote from each othér in all chiags Which ap- . 
pertain and belong unco them. Feat stoop yaad dy belie 
 Afthis Candleftick were not removed (fori is but one by the: 
teflimony of the Prophes Zachary, with feven bowles) and this: 
oyle and light excin@ in che world 5 andthefe Prophets, or this 
Prophet killed , the men of Befal could never glut chemfelves: 
wich che things of the flcth, nor fo fend abroad and communi- 
cate the gifs thereof one wich another as now they do, holding’ 
only co the word of the beginnig of Chri, and ceafe not there. 
from, or the elements and rudiments of Chri@s-or if you will; 
the letter of Chrift, or licerall Chrift, as che word imports , chat® 
hiftoricall Chriffcontaincd in fucha time of the word » and not: 
elfe extant, confined.to fuch a place, elfe- where ‘not really’ 
prefenc, vilible onely in fuch avparticular pecfon, or elfe noc: 
apparant »,nor to be found ; Thefe men that are ever laying: 
againe the foundation of repentance from dead works, faith towards God’ 
of the dotirine of baptifme, and laying om of bands of the refurre- 
dion from tbe dead, and of ‘eternall, judgement, having them ftill 
to begin as in a dubje& our of Chrift, nor placiog chem all in chat 
one eternal! a& of God in 


forming of Chrift, as-in that commen’ 
faith once and for ever delivered unte the Saints, but have ever anew 


~fabrick to {et.ap which is not yet raifed, and an old houfe to pull 
down, not yet demolithed 5.whereas thefumme of the Gofpel is’ 
onely to proclayme what is ( 4d.fum) chefe men ‘never 2ccaine. 


that perfection which the Apoftle there onely exhorts and leads 
unto. 3 yt 


Thefe men will never fuffer the carkaffes of the Prophets to be buried; 
for their dad bodies muft lye in the fireets. of that preat City where our* 
Lord is crucified ; thatis, they muft fet up.a liveleffe form of an 
eternallcitate, co allure and terrifie the world: but take away 
that proper (piri and life, that is the onely agitator and mover: 
in cach of them, giving a liveleffe.form co a Chorch & Ordinan- 
ces, 28 alfo the world.and praQiocs thereof, with no more fab- 
ance of the proper {piriz of either, then there is the vertue of fire: 
in a fhedow thereof painted. upon. wall, which cofeea company 
of men to fiand by, and diligently turning themfelves to warme, 
in.«xrreaiwnity of cold, would make a wife man admire = Such is 
she care and zeale of moft Churches ( if not of of all ) erefted in 


thefe dayes 5 they have taken away the life of che Prophets, bur 
| Keepe | 


{373 


“Weep'a dead form, a8 che Pharifees buile..theic Sepulchres: They 


bave barked my Olive tree (as the Prophet complayns ) that no fapp 
nor oyle can afcend ; And they have taker away the fever lamps and pipes 
from the top or bead of the Candlefticke , that no light can {bine in the 
Sauiuary. Gt | 

And asic is the greateft (hame and abomination for man notto 
bury his dead.(his own kind ) out of ight, when his nakednefle 
doth appeare,being difroabed of all humane abilities, even fo it 
ig the abhomination and fhame that the world glories in, to keep 
that great body politick of bumane wifdome unburied in the 
Churches, which itthac which gives form and being’ to all theic 
temporary Infticutions and Ordinances, which is as voyd of life 
proper to the wifdome and fpiric of God)as a dead body is when 
the foule is departed. | 

“And therefore cannot move nor breath out the realicy of the 
being of that eftate both of the juft and unjuft, to be as truly wich- 
ouc beginning 23 withonte end ;for the world doth: not ecernizé 
the Son of God by that common of trinity in unity, and unity in 
erinity inthe divine effence, for heisnoc Chrift that annointed 
fon of God, but as he is confidered in boch natures ; nor is the es 
ternal! wifdome, or work of God ( befeeming himfelfe, who is: 
infinite and eternal ) extant, but in tha¢ workmanthip of Chrift ; 
foritis true, that asthe feed of man propagates not his kind, bur 
43 confidered in male and female, even fo the immortall feed of 
God produceth not his off-fpring, but as confidered in God and 
manin Chrift, therefore they have killed the faichfull and true 
witneffe , the head and rop of the creation of Gad, by not giving 
him the reality of being from eternity ; cherefore he is fayd tobe 


~ one tbat was dead andisalive; or as the word ts, heis dead in the 


prefent tence, as in rhe wicked, and (#) alive, thac is, inthe 
Saints ; for the word tranflated ( was ) isthe fame where the A- 
poftle faich, fC am ‘) an Apofile in the prefent tence. | 

And here let us adventure to infert a word of the nature of the 
unity between God and man, which eternizech the cflate both of * 
juft and unjukt, feing there ig in both mans nature which is tem- - 
porary made and brought forch in cime, being a reall and pro- - 
per creature, 


For che unity shatisin Chrift which is a being joy ged unto - 
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‘che Lord, and becoming one fpirir, or one myfical and fpiritual 
éftate and conditiontogether with himfelfe, rat 

_ Confider wich me, that there isin the evernall an aptneffe to 
_do, or to be, and a proper principle or fountaine from which he 
doth, oris fuch a thing. ! St RELONAaR 
> Fordoing, and being thethingdone, are conjun@tive, never fe~ 


themfelves, as weil as the profane Gentiles, the one not having’ 
or doing the law of the fieth, no more then the other hath or is: 
the law of the fpirit.: . vincUsider sedigt f3irt dvtkD 
God therefore is apt, and promptto know, to be wife,prudent,: 
to debate, determine, and conclude, to love, to.pity, to have 

- compaflion, to be at peace, to be kinde, joyous, and falvation; 
but he doth, or is ehefe from that principle or fountain of good- 


fuch infinice fulneffe ; that that which is proper unto the 
‘principles and praGtice of a creature, is fuperfluous in every one. 
of them. Te oo 
So thatin whatfoever.a chriftian is uniced unto, or comuni-, 
cates with God in, it is properly.and originally of God and not. 
of the creature, as his. Sonfhipis of God, and not of the proper 
off-{pring of man, being begotten not of mortall,but of immor- 
tall feed, fo are all the lineaments of God and man in Chrift, 
if wifdome joyne; the Tabernacle that God builds, and not man, itis 
the wifdome of God ; if love make the contra&, ic is the love of 
God thed abroad in the heart, and not the love of man which is 
enmity wich God ; if faith eftablifh the heart that ic wavour not, 
‘icis che faith of God, which & the power of God to faluation, wherein 
confifls the great work of God which is in beleiving ; as Chrift 
cels him that asked, what {ball Ido te work the work of God? beleine 
Cfaith he), for therein it confifts ; for tt was by the work of faith that 
Abrabam was juftified, and not by that vaine or empty faich with- 
out works; thatis, wichout the prefent power and operation 
of God, for fuch faith the Devil may attaine unto, who beleives 
there.is one God, and trembles, but doth not confift in his power as 
made one of twaine in Chrift, UNE, 
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perated, but where the one is, chereis the other 3 to-do che law: 
of God, is to be the law of God, and fo the Sainte are alaw unto> 


-nefle. and bounty wherein hee communicates, himfelfe unto: 
another ia the being and exercife of them all, wherein is. 
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- Sothae whatfoever is in this unity, is properly and originally 
of God, and that froma principle or law of his bounty and 
goodnefle whereby he communicates himfelfe unto anozher in 
all things, which that law or goodneffe ofhis nature is aps and 
prompt cto be, and todo, whereby he forms himfelfe in his Son, 
without whom, or out of whom, he never had being, took form 
in any will or law, nor put forth himfelfe in any operation, 
therefore it is {aid ( {peaking of Chri, God and man ) al things 
were made by bim, and without him.was nothing made, 

For tif ever God. had had being, or motion, fomuch as of 
minde, and will out of man, it had.cver been fo, and then falva- 
tion had not been, the Saviour had never appeared ;. for falvati- 
on.canot be compleat, butin himethat faves, and is allo faved ; 
and the Almighty never wae, but ashe is. God of falvation, yeain 
the plurality thereof as the expreffion of the Pfalmiftis, the be- 
ginning of Chrift therefore canot be fathomed,, nor {panned out 
no more then the beginning of the, Almighty. and eternall can, 
though there be that;in Chrift. which is in time, yee he takes not 
his proper being from that, no more then man takes his proper 
being from his body, but from his rational foul and f{pirit, which 
inliveneth, a&eth, and moveth the fame. | 

_And in the one and the other doth the glory of the Sonne of 
God exift; for God working in and by the faculties, or aptitudes 
to do in the foule, or fpiric of the creature, thereby his vertues 
and operations come to be diftinG,and fo full of variety of glory, 


being the {pirit and life of che creature, confiftsin change of mo-- 


tion, Or operation, alfo here the works of Gad have their proper 
times, feafons,and opportunities, which inthe proper.and timple 
eternal could never be. 

Farthermore, 2s man works not by the principles and proper- 
ties of che creature, bur by thofe that are proper to God » denying 
himfelfe, being refigned over unto God, and foall his operations 
become of an eternal race and vircue,and are in the true and reall 
account and reckoning of eternity, of fuch natures the conditi« 
on of the Sonne of God, therefore the Prophet faith, who.can de=. 
clare bis age ; heis the ficft and the laft, if he never end in being: 
laft, he never had beginning as he is the firfl, but ie from eternicy 
to eternity, though that be in him which ig temporary in ic felfe, . 
even. a8 mans body lives. and. underftands , though of is felfe: 


ag: 


(Ss 


Sw Sex 


ae 


ci 


FOR 


, a on 


ge ee eee = ————— 
< ae 434 at - ae. SF a Ace * ~] = ef 
Shes SS Css res a <r, We ee Ee a! 4 
; 4 Fa Me eed = —_ chy 2 <a Z aN) aie y 
ji eee? pr, C3 aX Af, SS" /As\ "2 > ee EY N Ns 5 o Ae? oe CAIN & ae (Se 2S Qo 7 € ‘N <~ 
Fz: fa” a = Pit Mm a 2 & 4 e Cer Phe : com 
« t e “ ; aha, 
‘ , f ‘ re Tina ¥ 7 A 
\ 7 ag 


Ss 


Cx) A 


7 ON 


XK, 
b 


Ne 


vA 


>) 


> 
KOS 


RE Ae Ss anand ey 


Ps - ‘ Ne 
~ fa dd WE > = ‘ “> st * a ’ 
ee U6 ah ee 4 o> i+. hens z ? es be roll Cons ty Te + 7 ; 
“ sinh Bak No ears oA se re Sie Pate So ted La Te eh ros Gay 


ichath, nor doth eicher, as appears when the foulels depar- 
céd, won : ; : Z - 
Secondly, concerning the unity of Harlots , for be that is joyned 
unto dn barlot i one fle(o ; chatis, one carnall and corrupt eftate, in 
which all che ligaments thereofare fuch as properly the creature 
is che originall and fountaine of, and not the Creator ; how then 
can this unity be eternal!, when the proper bond is of that which 
igmortallandtemporary. . verre Le 
To this we anfwer, that there are certain faculties or aptitudes 
to do, or to bein the foule ofa man ; a3 alfoa law or principle 
by which ic is, or doth fuch things , and for the aptitudes todo 
orto be: We may fafely fay, that whatfoever the Almighty is 
prompt unto ; that: through the fublimity and excellemcy that 
‘God hath made the fpiric of aman to be of , he is prompt unto 
the variety of operations and excellencies that are in the Son of 
God, yea even to compaffe the earth, and comprehend all things, 
and find out the caufes, relations, and operations of them ; yea, 
even to eternize himfelfe on the earth, by calling his lands by his 
name, by living in his pofterity ; by fome great work wrought, 
or monument fet up to memorize him unto pofterity and ages 
tocome; yeadoubtleffe fome Scatef-men and Politicians of the 
world are apt to lay plots and platforms how co bring about, 
accomplith, and achieve chings, which they know can never be 
done in their dayes, chat their wifdome and policy may live 
and be in ufe when they are gone: and of fuch ufe, and from fuch 
aptitudes come humane Chronicles , writing of bookes, orthe 
hs like, co reach to eternity, which God only wifeis. So that man 
| workg in, and by the apticudes of God, burt not from that law 
and principle proper to the Son of God. a: eee 
For whereas God out of that law of bounty and goodneffe of 
his nature communicates himfelfe in whatfoever be is apt todo, 
and be, whereby he doth it, andisit in the creature. : - 
The creature exercifing it felfein the way of mans wifdome in 
chings which God himfelfe is prompt to beandtodo, not by gi- 
ving himfelfe up unto God to be his, and not his owne , but by 
chat principle of {elf love, andlaw of exalting the arm of flefh,he 
arrogates unto himfelfe, and monopolizeth the things proper to 
God unto himfelfe, afcribing them unto the things of man te 
beantifie and to fet up the things of the creature thereby, attribu- 
ting 
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ting and giving unto the fcth chat whichis proper only unto the 
Son of God, which # a turning of the truth of God into a lye 5 a chan- 


ging the glory of God into the image of a corruptible man; anda worjbip- — 


ping and ferving of the creature inftead of the Creator , who is bleffed for 
~ ever, Amen. 

We conclude then, that as God by that law of grace exercifeth 
> him felfe in all his excellencies in the aptitudes of mans foul, fil- 
ling them with himfelfe fo, as the things of eternity c»meco be 
diftinG, to have their proper feafon, time, place, yea and perfon, 
(o as the Saints are cruly diftin&, and che operation of their 
faith, as the Apoftle amply declares in that to the Hebrews, Chap, 
il, 
So alfo that man of finn, through that carnall law exercifeth 
him(elfe in the aptitudes of God, filling them with che things of 
the creature, fo as they become unmeafurable, not bounded 
by any time or feafon , but cake in the vaft {pace of ecerni- 
ty, and fo the ftate of the wicked is alfo everlafting in that 
- fon of perdition,as well as in thac Son of God,and yet that which 
is born of the fle(h is fle(b , and that which is born of the fpirit is {pirit ; 
but both perpetuaced, of like race , in re{pe& of time in the fighe 

of Ged, and all that judg and difcern according to the {piric of 
God ; for as itis affirmed of that eternal] word, that it was in 
thebeginning. Inthe beginning was the word, and the word was wiih 
God, and the word was God. 
So itis afarmed of the wicked one, that be is a man-fiyer from the 
beginning, and not to abideintbe truth, butisa lyar, and the father of 
i#t, There is thereforea change, and a reall change in Satan, for 
“the cruth of God is turned into a lye in him, but icis in the number 
and att of bis being : (o that ic isastrueandreall, thac he wasneo 
ecrotherwife, and therefore he is {aid alfo to be the fountaine and 
father of it, as he that is fo originally, even as Abrabam that high 
itather, and ancient of dayss, is fayd to be the father of ihe faithfull, 
as the orfginall and propagacor of them all. 
And without this unity of the harlot , proftrating and adulte- 
rating the word of God unto the lufls of men, Satan is nog 


known, but works in and by, and is converfant with man, and 
man knows it not. 
- Teiscruealfo, chat there is a change, and a reall change in 


‘Chrift the fon of the blefled, for mans nature is changed from 
| G é; its 
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its vifiofity and vanity proper cothe wifdome of acreaeure, to 


become the-undefiled of God in the blefling and reality of fon- — 
fhip : but this change # fromthe manner, infant, and eternall adt of 


bis being : fo that it is as cruethat he was never ocher but that un- 
defiled and reall fon of God bleffed for ever, with refpe& to time 
paft, and that which is to come. rer 

So that the Son of God is never alivein the (pirit, but Satan is 
dead in andto him; nor is Satan alive in the fleth , bu: Chrittis 
dead in, and tohim, and by his {laughter the world nourifheth 
its bearc, and feafts it felfe; fo that the mortification of the {pirit 
of che Scciprure, or word of life, is the revivall of che letter, 
which becomes the proper nourifhment of che carnall minde, 
which is chat flate of death, for.to be carnally minded is death. 

So alfo it is true in Chrift, chat che mortification of the flefh 
in the abrogating of chat carnal! law of fin and death, is the flay- 


cae) oe 


ing of chat Leviathan Sea-Dragon, or man of Sin , who # given to 


be meate for Gods people in the wilderneffe ; that is, icis the revivall — 


of the {piric which becomes the proper nourifhment of the fons 
of God, and is.that bread from heaven that perifbeth not , and food of 
eternall life which abides for ever : And as food becomes one with 
that body that feeds upon it, in the nourifhing ofic, fodoth the 
{pirit and life of the living and ecernall God, become one ftate 
and condition in that man of God, and myfticall body of Chrift 
Jefus our alone Lordthip and falvation. | 

And fo alfo doth that fpirit of death and deftru@ion , in chat 
the truth of God is turnedinto alye, become one ftate and con=— 
diction in that man of fin, that vile body and myftery of iniquity, 
wherein thac eternall death only confifteth, and remayneth for 


ever. In the next verfe he declares who ie is they have killed,and. 
the manner of it. : 


Vert 
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Verf, 6. Yee have condemned and have killed the juft , and be 
doth not refift you. 


Wherein obferve, 
a. The a& of the wicked, Yee have condemned, and have killed 
the juft. . 
ee | es lee of the Juft , He doth mot refift them. 
* Their a&tietwo-told. ; 
x. They.condemn him. — 
2. They kill him. 


1. WD Y the jaft here (as hath been declared ) is meant, the Lord 
Bue righteoufneffe, or our juftice, as the Prophet calls him, 
Whofe-path is as the fhining light which feineth more and more unio the 
perfect day ; that is, hath all manner and motions of glory init, 
as from the rifing of the Sunne unto the height thereof, it is he 
onely in whom perfe® juftice refides , which confifts in a Jufti- 
fier, and ajuftified, which is only found in Chrift , out of whom 
‘no perfed juftige is found ; for if the Juftifier be one, and ehe ju- 
fied another individual], or fubfance, there isa fra&ion in the 
a&t, it admits of default and imperfeGion , you cannot find it 
whole in either of them : Chrift therefore is only juft; and hence 
it is, that feates of Judicature mufteither condemn him in the 
world, or elfe they cannot jnftifie themfelves to have the perfe&i- 
on of the Law, fo they are fayd here co condemn the jufl, or chas 
juftone. | 

To condemn implies the giving of fentence,as by law,for there 
muft be a difcerning web is by a rule,or elfe fentence ¢ innot pafie; 
and every thing hath ies proper and peculiar law,whereby ic 
<feeke.to effet, the confervation and fafety of of it {elfe in its 
proper condition: and where the wifdom of the ficth and carnall 
mind gives the proper being untothe condition, it hath a certain 
law, bond, or engagement aponit, in way of afgumentall and 
legall reafonirg tor the fafety and confervation of it {clfe in its 
own principles and,cchicvements, and to condemn and fentence 
what foever makes for the bane and overthrow of them, and unto 

that flands bound and engaged in it felfe, ag to ite ruler or god. 
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Now the Grolfé of Chrid in che crucification of che f:fh, and 


order of chat law of the (pirit, doth confou,.d humane wifdome 


in che way of its bring, end all ics enterprizes, making ic the pro- 
per folly of the world, for itis written; I will deftroy the wifdome 
of the wife , and will caft away the underftanding of the prudent : iVbere 
is the wife ? where is the (cribe ? where is the difputer of this world ? 
hath tiot God made the wifdome of this world foolifbne /s 2? Therefore che 
wifdome of che fefh or carnall law, doth bind over, under penal. 
cy of deftraction of it felfe , to convent, arraign, convi&, con 
Gemn, and paffe a tinall fenticnce woon the Son of God 
“ofthe fpiric of life, otherwife ic cannot reteyn andconterve ic 
felfe : So that we may asfoon (and with better acceptation ) 
perfwade a rationall and ingenuous {piric, to iye downe and uta 
cerly forfake the nature and activity of his wildome, and to be- 
come a beaft of the dulleft capacity, as to per{wade a carnal] 
mind where the fon of peace isnot, upon the crue and proper 
conditions of che Gofpel, to become a fon of God. - 
Icis no marvell therefore ibough the world love their owne, and: 


hace fuch as are taught of God, condemning fuch as jaftifie the 


words of wifdome, which only fets forth the folly of the world; 
or elf{eic appears not : And they only love the works of darkneffe , and 
dare not come to the light, leaft their deeds (bould be difcovered. 

2. They do not only condemn, but they kill the Juftone, and’ 
that in a two-fold refpeé. 

Pirft, confider, thac a thing is faid co be killed; when it is ex: 
pelled the proper place of its aboad , fo ic_is {lain in way of ne- 
gation and denying it its righs and due: Deny a fith the water, 
and itis Killed; takea plant out of the earth, and it wichereth ; 
take water out of the Sea, and: it moves not in ebbing and flow- 
ing ; and deny any thing che benefit of the ayre, and it cannot 
live, no not the water, nor the fire it fel fe. 

Now man-kind is the proper place of Gods refidency and a- 
bode in the exercife and manifefation of his wifdome 5 delighting 
him elfe inthe habitable parts of bis earth, evenin the fons of men. 

But where the wifdome of the fleth beares {way, and makesits 
abode, there the wifdome of God is denyed any place of refiden- 
cy 5 therefore Chrift who is the wi(dome of God, and the power of God, 
lives noc there in any of his operations and vertues ; for as Facob 
faid of Folcpb, be iz not ; thatis, heisnot living in chat heare. 
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a. Heis killed a&ually, by laying violent hands, or admini- 
firations upon him, co the quenching of his fpiric, whereby he 
becomes life-leffe inthe world, hailing him co the places of execu- 
tion, for Chr ft never appeared, or wat known in the world, but 
by vertue of an office, and Inftitution. i 

For how cana Kingappeare, buc by veriw: of his inaugarati- 
On 3 or a Prophet, duc by orin the fpirie of a Prophet: Or what 
isa Pricft, ifhe have not fomewhar co offer? for he cannot bea 
Prieft without. Chrift appears not, but by vertue of inftication 
and commiflisn to execute, perform, and do the will of the Fa- 
ther ; therefore he faith, J come nat todo my one will, but the will of 
bim that fent me. 

Now toinftitute temporary Odinances’, and offices vanifhing 
and fading,not holding correfpondency with the nature and con= 
ftitution of Chrift,ic is to deftroy and thruft out the proper fpirit 
and authority of Chrift, as it not having a being in the world. 

For co frame an Office or Ordinance of Chrift, and not to have 
the (pirit of Chriff, is to deftroy and abolith unto themfelves that 
myfticall body of Chrift, even as a naturall body deprived-of 
the foule that gives it life, is thereby abolifhed and turned-to pu- 
trifaGiion. 7 

Let us confider then how to form Ordinances, and eftablith of 
fices and Officers of Chrift; for ifthey have not in them the fpiric 
of Ghrift, they will prove no better then thofe legall and Jewiftr 
fervices taken up from Mofes, as reprefenting the letter of the 
Scripture, and accordingly pra&ticed in che dayes of Chiift, by 
Herod, Pontius Pilate, Scribes, Pharifees, Lawyers, and Souldiers, and 
the whole body of the people, who cryed out, crucifie him, crucifie 
bim, away with bim. 

When water in the River or Pond hath the fpiric of life from 
God in it, then we (hal! count it as an O.dinance of Chritt; when 
bread and wine on the Table have the {pirit of mortification of 
the Ath, and quickning power of the refurreftion of Chrift in 
them, then wil! they prove fpirituall Ordinances of Chrift, be- 
feeming the fon of the living God. 

For there is no office, exercife, or ordinance proper to the 
kingdome of God, that is voydand defticute of the holy {pirit of 
the Son of God, whois that great ordinance of God in whom e- 
very particular is wrapped up and infolded, and not one ci them 
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‘barren, or deftiouce of the fame fpirit of life f-omGod ; ocherwife 
all Ordinances and officestaken up from Chriftand hie Apoftles, =~ 
are ofthe fame nature of thofe taken up from Moefes in Chrifts 
days, and fhall prove of the fame effe& when ever Chrift appears, 5 
for the one ftands upon the proper letcer ofthe Scripture aswell =~ 
~ as the other;and Satan can alledg che Scripture to back his 
temptation, as wellas Chriftdoth, for the confoundingof him, 
Now if the fpiric and life of fuch Ordinances depend upon the 
Prieflsand Elders, the Inftituters and Confervators of chem 5 
why (hould chey then contend with thofe which they call Papiftr, 
but joyne hand in hand as being one with them. | | 
Let us remember therefore, that If we bereave thebody of the 

proper foule and {pirit of Chrift, we abolifhand deftroy the Juft 
one, and turn him to corruption unto our felves. oo “i 
_ 3. The next poynt is che demeanor of the jufl: And he refifteth 
you not;that is, he doth nos ftay or hinder your proje& & violeuce 
from execution, he doth not detain nor keep back himfelf from 
you,but patiently fuffers himfelf to be difpoiled of all hisvertues. 
and excellenciesin you, which are che native and proper opera= 
tions of the Son of God, ceafing from his own work in you,-chat 
you may take your full fwinge in that which is proper and natu- | 
rall unto you, as to exercife your pride and policy ; your prin- . 
cipalities & powers of darkuelle, your (pirttuall wickedneffes in bigh pla- : 
ces, according tothe Prince of the power of the ayre. That wherefoever 
any heart is empty and dettitute of she (piric of God, hee infinu- | 
ates himfelfe to be the fulnefle of it; that according to that plen- 4 
ty of wickednefle, the wrath of God may, finde fuell.to kindleic 
felfeupon, and fo he freely without refiftance layes downe his 
life in the wicked aga raniome, that he may take it againe in his 
Saints , and in them live forever): And fo much for the death of 
Chrift according to the fpiric in the men of the world, who cruci- 
fie afre(h unto them felves the fonne of God, and make a mocke of bim. 

;Andfrom this our Apofile infers an exhortation confiftieg of 
diversparticulars, which do concern the death of Chrift accor- 
diog to the fleth, as be is confidered in the Sainte : and thatis the 
fecond general] head in the Chapter, which is contained tothe 
12. ver{e. 3 | | 

And with refpe& unto dearh in both thefe refpe&ts, the Apoflle 

Paul {aith, God forbid that I [hould rejoyce in any thing, fave iu the crofs 
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of our Lord Fefus Chrift, whereby the world is crucifiedinme, and lam 


crucified in the world, 


Vert. 7. Be patient therefore brethren unto the coming of ibe 
Lord : behold, the kusbandman waiteth for the preci- 
fruit of the earth, and bath long patience for it until 
be receive the early and latter raine. 


Wherein obferve, 


1. The terme or kinde appellation, Brethren. 
2. Anexhortation, in thefe words, Be patient. 
3. How long, or to what end ; To the coming of Chrift. 


4. Anallufion toa busbandman, with refpect to bis (eed-time, and 
barveft. 


I. AN firft, for the term given unto them, Brethren, which is 
oe | 


with refpe@ unto thae brother-hood which is. in Chrift, 
who is not afbamed to call us brethren, whereby he declares their dif- 
jun€ion and feparation from the men formerly {poken of, a8 not 
being naturalized, or having any part or portion in that manner 
of deach formerly expreffed, nor any allyance thereunto. 

2. Whence he inters the exhortation, Be patient therefore ; that 
is, as che Son of God fuffers him{elfe to be deprived and laid waft 
of all {pirituall glory, vertue, and operations of his {piric in che 
world, to refcue you and deliver you there-from, even fo do you 
fuffer your felves without any refiffance, to be routed and difpoi- 
led of all humane, tranficory, and fading excellencies of the 
world;that as he fully fuffereth in the wicked in point of the {pi- 
rit, as being layd wafte of all the chings thereof, for there is a 
fulfilling or fulneffe of the Scripture in Fudas and the Fewes- in 
putting Chrift to death, in regard of the letter of ic. | 

So do you patiently endure to be difpoyled and layd watte of 
~all that carnail and temporall glory of the world, ia whatfoever 
ic may feem to confilt ; for there is. a fulfilling or fulneffe of the 
Scripture in the man of God alfo , even in thac Emanuel, God 
with us, or in ug, in regard of the crue {pirit and life of che word 
of God, therefore che fichh muft be abolithed, that forthe fulnefs. 
of the fpirit may appear, which otherwife it cannot do. 
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The word tranflated patience, isthe fame, where the Apoftle 
Fobu faich, I Fobn even your brother, and companion in tribulation, and 
in the kinngdeme and patience of Fe(us Chrift, orin the Kingdome and 
under-abiding ot Jetus Chrift, as che word is truly rendered ; that — 
is, a fuffeving of the Joffe of all things carnali and tranfitory, — 
through that Princely power of the {piric that reigns in the king- 
dome of God, that fo Chrift his fuffering in the fleth may be as 
full and compleat as thac in the fpirit, that fo the form of the 
Cherubims on each end of che Mercy-feate may anf{wer one to a- 
nother, from between which the Oracle of God ever utteteth it 
felfe, and elfe- where exprefieth not it felfe in the San&yary ; and 
hence is Chrift {aid co come, or fprirg up in this place, and that 
is the chird point unto what this fuffering tends, and whereunto 
dt ferves, and that is, to the coming of the Lord. | 

3. The word tranflaced coming, fignifies to {pring , grow 

up’, orafcend, teaching us hereby, chat chis is the Way of the re- 
furreétion’ of Chrift, and his afcention into all {piricuall and 
Aheavenly glory; for he gives himfelfe unto death, in refpe& of 
any life of the {pirit, being, or exifting in the world, or any glo- 
ry of his prefencein point of his divine grace, ever to appeare 
there, that is, in che wicked : and this is asa compleat and unva- 
luable ranfome, whereby he purchafeth unto himfelfe miferable 
and fraile fcfh inthat way of his Sainte, to be poffeffed for ever in 
‘the power of his fpirit in all the fruits of righteoufneffe, being 
cloathed thereupon with the glory of the fons of God, and heyrs 
of his Kingdom ; ehis patience therefore is to the coming of the 
Lord into unity and brother-hood wich fraile man, 

The argument then ftands thus : If Chrift fuffer death inthe 
fpiric in the men of the world, freely giving up himfelfe chereun- 
co wichout refitance to an eternall feparation of his {pirit, and 
glory of his power, from that whch he himéelfe is (namely 
Mav. : 

hit in like manner fuffer your felves to be deprived of all 
the excellency & glory of thie world, and frecly lay down your 
lifein refpect of any living thereunto, without refiftance ; for it 
is not unto feparation or departure, but to the fpringing up and 
coming of the Lord, that you may afcend into that which he igin 
himielfe, namely into the fate and condition of an only fon. 


Lee 
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Let the worldtake notice, that ifthe Son of God give it its 
full (cope without refiftance, to fecup and exale it felfe in riches, 
power, policy, and all wantonneffe and lafcivioufnefle, what a 
fhame is it co the world to deny him liberty and freedome in his 
Saints, to exercife himfelfe in all his vercues, offices, and operati- 
ons of his fpirit in his houfe and kingdome, but they muft be 
judging him to be faCtiour, feditious, pernicious, erroneous, and 
blafphemous, and that by fach as are moft properly fealed up 
unto carnal] and humane principles in Schools of humane learn- 
ing, fo as they dare not give an Expofition upon the word of 
God, but fo as it may be confonant co the rules of humane Art, 
unleffe chey receive it at fecond hand by fome approved Author, 
that paffech for currantin the ftate where they live. While the 
world walks, and works in this {phear , we fhall fee nothing a- 
mong the fons of che mighty, but meerly Babels confufion. For 
the moft curious Artift deficute of the fpirit of God, exercifing 
in the word of God, brings forth the greateft confufion ; for he 
is bound to preferve and maincayn the flefh, which in all poynts 
lufteth againft che {pirit, and is contrary thereunto : Sothatit is 
the divifion of language, for his tongue is divided from God 
in all expreffions, if hee be underftood according to his true 
intent. 

4. The amplification follows by an elegant allufion to a Huf- 
bandman, with refpe& co his feed-time and harveft. 

We all know of what uature the patient waiting ofa husband- 
_ manis, with refpe&to his feed-timeand harveft: Lec us theree 
fore take out che meaning of the allufion, whereinis contayned 
amyftery implyed in this word Bebeld, noting unto us the ap- 
pearance of a figne or wonder, as was formerly fayd of the fame 

hrafe. 

t Now the Husband-man ig the Son of God , who fowes good 
feed in his field : But the enemy in this his fleep of death, unto the 
fpirit in the men of the world ( or man of fin ) fowestares, for 
it is the word of God that is fown in the world 5 but being recei- 
ved and formed by the mould, compoied of the principle and di- 
Gates of humane wifdome, which hach in ic che very chara&era 
of the letter of the Scriptures, which is the compleat form of th z 
law of fin and death ( even as the wifdome of the fpirit hath in ra 
the compleat form of the law of the fpiric of life) and being re- 
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ceived and formed in that mould , it becomes a pernicious and — 
unfruicfall care. 

In like manner, as the {piric of the creature being caftinto that 
mould of wholfome DoGrine, doth through that wifdom of God 


(become in it) the true feed cf immortality, to increafe with the increa- 
fings of God. r 


Tn the allufion or metaphor, we have to confider, 
1. A wonder noted in the word, Behold. | 
2. Apétient waiting or abiding ; The husband- man waiteth. 
3. For what ? that, for the precious fruits ofthe earch. 
4. The time is, with long patienc’. 


5- The meanes of receiving them, and that #, The formerand lac- _ 
ter raine. | 


irft, for the word Bebold, implying a wonder, note thus much 
in the diftinGion of it from the former expreffion, for the 
word of Godin every phrafe hath its peculiar and diftin& luftre. 
In the former, Chrift is brought in as an hireling in his death in 


the fpiric here, as the Husbandman, or Lord of che harveft, in his. 
dying untotheflefh | 


Whence we obferve; 


That it is a like wonder and miraculous att and deed, for the fonne of 
God to be made an bireling in the world, or kingdome of men, as it is for 
the fonne of man (Enoch, forry and bafe man, made of the earth ) to be 
made Lord of the barveft, ruler of heaven and earth. Let this be the 
only ufe of it, to carry newes to all men, that he that kKaows not 
the myftery of the one, cannos unfold the Ghidah, that hidden 
matter or riddle of the other ; for the fpiric of Jofeph can interpret: 
the dream of Pharaob’s Baker, as well as chat of his Butlers. 

2. The busbandman waites; The word implyes a wayting, as an 
over-feer, to give things their due, and to keep from harm ; hee 
carries and abides by his field to fee that nothing be wanting; 
nor that any tare be pluckt-upto the hurt or difadvantage of the 
corne, bur will have them grow together cill harveft. ; 


Whence we obferve, 


Zbat there. can be no {rue and acceptable divifion made betwixt wheat 
| ": and 


< 


iy iL ae 

and tares, juft and unjuft, but by the perfeét growth and ripeneffe of them 
both ; the man of God mujt be brought forth unto perfection, fo aljo muft 
the man of finne. Yea, the feed of God fown in chat great field of 
the world, not in one age, but in all ages thereof ; as alfo the feed 
of the Serpent, or tares fown by thatevill one, muft be opened 
unto the fali meafure of fin, and righteoufnefle in the one, and in 
the other, or elfe noman canrightly divide between the precious and 
the vile. He cannot pluck up a tare otherwife, buthe hurts cle 
wheat; forno man can {cant a wicked man of the fulneffe of fin, 
but he befmears the Juft one, that holy one of God, with what 
hee keepes back from the wicked ; for if ic be not brought unto 
the wicked, as to its proper feate in its perfeCtion,, it is left unto 
the Son of God, as he yet abiding under ic. This Lord of the 
Harveft therefore waits as a carefull and diligent over-{eer, that 
no fuch great inconvenience and evill befall his field, or hinder 
the right and joyfull in- gathering of his harveft. 

They therefore chat go about to gather in the wheat , or binde 

up the cares, before they be waiters and over-feers unto fulneffe 
and perfection of both, that they can truly fay, the harvelt is 
come, which is the end of the world ( namely of all wotldly excel- 
lencies of the Saints ) thefe are thofe unskilfull fervants which 
know not themind of the Lord, nor is their enterprize accepta- 
ble unto him. 
3. He waits for the precious fruits of the-earth, and tarries and a- 
bides to preferve all things in order and place, tothe appearing 
of them, which are the abundant and fruitfull exercifes of mercy 
and juftice; which {pring up in the juft and unj: ft. 

Thefe are they which the Pfalmift fpeakes of , when he faith; 
Mercy and truth are met together, juftice and peace have kiffed each other. 
For chefe are both alike innocent and guililefle, precious, and of 
like difficulty to be found out, as they are gathered together, and 

rexercifed by the wifdome and power of God, who thrufts in the 
fiekle of his wrath and difpleafure, as well as of his love and 
good will, when the regions are white unto che harveft in the one 
refpe& and in the other. | 

Forit is alike precious thing in God to redeem and deliver the 
ele& by man ; and yec to free man in point of his own proper na~ 
ture and abilicy from being any czufe or furtherance in the work 
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thereof, as it is to condemn and deftroy the wicked by the Son of 
God, and yet to free God in point of his own native properties 
and operations from being any furcherance of the work thereof, 


and without both the one and the other of thefe brought to 


light, the words of wifdome are nox juffified. 


In the one, he that glorieth ( or as the wordis ) praifech lim- 
a at mufi be in the Lord, for the boafting ofall flefh is ex- 
cluded. | | 

In theother , he that is fhamefully difhoncured and blafphe- 
med, icisonly in man, for the Son of God is moft glorious and 
excellent for ever, and moft precious fruits of jaftice and mercy a- 
rifech from each of them. 

Inthe one, the Lord alone is our falvation and: our firength ; 
and in the other, Ob Ifrael, thy deftrudtion is of thy felfe. 

Tbe fourth point is, the time of waiting, and that is with long 
patience. 

The lengeh of chie patience is anfwerable to the long fuffering of 
God in the dayes of Noah, who fuffered hinsfelfe to be mortified, in 
refpeCt of all {piriguall and holy things in Cain, even as Abel was 
by him flaine, and put to death ; for in Gain the life of righteouf- 
nefle never appeared, for he was deftroyed in his feed in the de- 
luge, in that ref{pe& never tc live ; onely none’ isco put him to. 
death, nor diminith him in his living unto the fleth, in which re- 
ipe& he lives tochis day, in thofe that wander in the way of Cain, a8 
the Apoftle ceacheth, and fo Abels blood fpeaks wrath in him. 
antill now. 

And Abel is never to live after the flefh, nor bring forth an off- 
{pring in that way, and yet {peaks in that voyce of faith and 
life of Chriftin Seth, that fet one in bis ftead, of whom Chrift came 
asan offering acceptable, and of {weet fmelling favour before 
God for ever. - 

This patience then hath the length of eternity iirit ;-forhe that 
cannot exped the reception, and rifing up of thefe fruits at an e- 
ternal] diftance, as frefh and new in exercife and execution 5 as 
though they had never taken being before, both in mercy to the 
godly, and in terrour tothe wicked; hecan never perceive, nor 
righttuily enjoy the prefent being of the one nor the other. 
Forif welook upon them according to the dimentions whicti_ 

God 
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God giver unto them, then are they to come untoeternity, both 
the deitru&tion of the wicked in our ranfome, as the falvation of the 
juft in their purchafed poffeffiun , and they are Both of them re- 
ally prefent in that 2& of expe&ation , even as the Son of God is 
one that is, and is to come: So that in patient waiting, we pof- 
{efle, and in prefent pofleflion we patiently waite s elfe things 


are not looked upon, as having God in unity, but only as Crea- 


eure in relation to Creature : buc the Apofitle ceftifics, that Abra- 

bam in wayting for the Promife, had the prefent enjoyment of ic, 

and that as the father of all che faithful, who only inherit accor 

dingly, and in no other way , and thence he brings in the next 

point 

Which is the fifth inorder , and that is the meanes of receiving 
of them, and that is the early and the laiter raine. 


This early and late raine, the Prophet Hofea calls it the firft rain 
in the fecond, implying that the reality of them both isin one act, 
as the Sort of God is fayd to be the firfr'and the.laft, and yet but one 
Chrift. 

Now we know, that in point of husbandry the firft'raine gives 
properly che feed to put forth root downward ; and the fecond, 
Or latter raine-caufeth to put forth into blade, eare, and full or ripe 
corne in ihe eare': Therefore the Prophet Tjaiab faich, that the efca- 
ped of the houfe of Fudab (hall take root down- ward, and bring forth 
fruit upward. 

- Now the rooting which the Sainte give both unto jaftand un- 
juft is from eternity , otherwife we give them not the proper 


meanes of their growth; for che Pfalmift aficms that the birtb= 


dew of Chrift is from the womb of the early morning ; and the ground 


hereof is ( as hath been faid ) becaufe the eternall is in the uni- 
ted, and therefore he is fayd to bea dew unto Ifrael, that be may cafe 
forth bis roots-and branches, and grow asa lilly ; and as the root goes 
down into eternity in point of time paft, elfe no proper meants 
of growth, {othe branch in the heighe of ic, and full corn in the 
eare, to the ripeneffe of it, is unto eternity for time to come, elfe 
hath icnot the perfeCtion of its growth. 

And it isan a& of likenature in faith, and of like necellity to 


falyation,to give it felfe a being from eternity, as to giveit felfe a 


being: 


[54]. | 
‘being to ecernity ;and hee that miffeth in che one, and Ganeth in 
the other for hiseternity to come, is but from cradition. For 
Without the fecching up of him(felfe from the one, and ftretching 
out himfelfe unto the other, he hath noc the proper and effentiall 
being of a Chriftian, therefore Chrift is defcribed in whomfoever 
he appears, to be he which was, and which is, and which is to come, 

Note here, that the miftake of this point is the ground of all 
thas deceicfull doctrine at this day fo acceptable in the world, 
namely chat {uch excellent times , and alfo miferable dayes and 
places have been, which are not nowto be found in the world, 
as Ifrael, confidered both in Canaan, andin Agypt alfo ; and fuch 
excellenk times are to come, a8 were never yet attained unto, as 
in that new ferufalem , calling of the Jewes, or Chrift coming to 
reign a certaine {pace on the earth, as the fole Monarch of the’ 
world, taking the letter of the word in which death confifs, to 
be their proper guide and dire&ory, whereas the proper {cope 
and intencis, by an hiftoricali narration of things which have 
been, to fetch up things of an erernall nature, to give thema pres 
{ent and reall being both in juft & unjuft, from a time fo early,as 
none can ever defcend beneath, to prefentit ochezwife:And alfo 
when the Scriptures fpeake in way of Propheticall predi@ion of 
things that are cocome, mentake occafion thereby to carry us 
up in a phanaticall conceipt ;. to look after thac which never yet 
waa, whereas the {cope is to fetch dowa things that reach unto 
eternity to give us the prefent enjoyment ofthem, which never 
any can gsc beyond, or climbe higher ; this deceicfull {pirit of, 
was, or will be, but is not in prefene exiftence, could never en- 
dure the prefent appearance of Chrift. _ , 

But if he be craly made manifeft, ic isa torment unto them, 
and they fay in heart, be comes to torment them before their time. Bus 
co conclude this point, we afficm that prefent precious fruit, toe 
gether with patient waiting for, isthe proper inberitance of the 
promife, containing both fowing and in.gathering in the kiag- 
dome cf God ; and co feparate them, is to divide Chrift, who is 
ever in unity, and never without the fayd refpe&ts, whereupon 
he brings in the next words as an inference. 


Verf, 
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Verf. 8. Beyce alfo patient , ftablith your hearts , for 
the coming of the Lord dra wethnigh. 


- 


In which words obferve, 


1. Ihe renewing of the exhortation ; Be ye alfo patient. 

2. Anenlargement thereof, drawn from the former metaphor or 
amplification, in the fe words, Stablith your hearis. 

3. Ihe ground or reafon of it; For the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh, | 


E ye alfo patient ; that is, do every one of you flate himfelfe in 
che condition of the Husband-man, and perfonate the Huf- 
bandman in himfelf,that fo in patient waiting for,you may enjoy 
the harveft of the promif¢ in che precious & rare things of God in 
Chrift, and in the prefent enjoyment of them, you may expe& 


the coming of them in like glory, power, and virtue for e-: 


ver, 7 

The earth brings forth fufficient for its inhabitants in one year, 
but ic hath not {pent its virtue, but hath anew glory and ftore 
brought forth the next alfo, continuing its virtue and ability 
therein from the beginning ; and {hall we think that ever che 
Sonne of God hall be fo comprehended and grafped up together 
in his glory and virtue, that he hath it not co bring fortha freth, 
bothin mercy and juftice, as though ic had never before appea- 
red ; not fo, for in bis prefence is focietyy and fulneffe of joy 5 thacis, 
perfe&ion thereof at prefent 3 and at bis right band are pleafures for 


evermore 5 that is, adelightfull and pleafant renewing of them. 


for ever, : 
Note here, thae thoie perfons, that preach a defe& and imper- 
fe&ion in Chriftianicy, they ever hold a time to come when there 
fhall never be more attained, chough not at death, yet at the day 
of their carnallized judgemene, whichis al! one, as to hold that 
the Sonne of God may be exhaufted and drawn dry in refpe& of 


his virtues, as though he were not that living fountaine thae runs. 


afrcfh for ever, or.as though che ecernall were wrapt up in che 


bounds. 


Aoi founds of tine, and chat infinite were now b:come finite, this is 
the glory and cop of {uch mens religion , chat ceach or holdan 
imperfection in the ftate of Chriftianicy and ic is only tradicion 
thac keeps them from preachingicin Ghriftalio, for otherwife 
they know not his perteGion. out 

2. Heads further in the exhortation grounded upon the for- 
mer doGtrine, Stablifb your bearts; that is, fetcle, fix, and confirme 
your fpirits upon this foundation , or two-fold piller in she 
Sonne of God, namely the realicy of his immediate prefence, 
compleatly and perfe&tly, and chat heis no leffe compleatly to 
come ; therefore itis, that he comes it preaching peace to them that 
are afarr off , e te them that are nigh , alluding to the hiftory of the 
Jewes and Gentiles, but the body and truth is in Chrift, for icis 
no parradox to faith, to fay Chriftis the nearcft, and alfo the 
farthelt of; for faith is the fubjiftance of things boped for; chacis, ic 
is the prefent being of things that yet arenot, for hope which is 
{een is no hope. | 

And it is the evidence of things not feen ; that is, itis a plaine de- 
mornftration of that which yet appears not; for he never appears 
but he hath anew manifeftation of him(elfe yet tocome, other- 
wife the Sonne of God would waxe old ; and that which waxeth 
old, is ready to vanifh and paffe away : but he abides for ever, with- 
out decay, like that eld commandement that is from the beginning, and 
that new commandement chat is ftill co come, and {pring up afre(h 
in ali chat are increft therein. 2 

Againe, we are tobe eftablifhed in this inlike manner, that 
there is the prefens being of wrath in the wicked, and likewife to 
come, as though ithad never yet been ; for be that-believes not, 

- prath abides upon bim already ; yea and it is the wrath to come alfo, 
and ti er-fcre there ws a fearful expectation of wrath inthe wicked, for 
there is a hoarding up of wrath, as having ftored up the perfection of 
it, and it is againft a day of wrath and revelation of the juft judgemet 
of Ged, which is likewife to come. 

[n thefe things we are to have our hearts confirmed, and to 
ftand faft, as that Angel that flands with one foot om the fea, and the o- 
upon the land, lifting up bis band to beaven,and {wears by bim thet crea- 
ted all things, that time {hall be no more ; and that with that courage 
angi boldnefle , as ia Lyon that roareth ; for howfoever ail things 

chat 


that God hath made may be faid to be fubje& unto the circuic of 
time, yet is chere no time of that man of finne, that time of tur- 
bulent trouble of the fea, found in the man of God, in that quiee 
reitin che land of Emanuel, JeCus Chrift, the oath of confirmation 
hath paffed chat puts an end to all controverfic; no time of Sa- 
can in che Son of God: neither ig there any time, or age of man 
found in that Antichrift and fon of perdition ; an oath is paft, co 
put it out of doubt, chat in the one refpect and the other, time 
fhallbe no mere; andhe thatisan Angell, or mefftnger from 
heaven, can boldly and confidently proclaime the fame. 

| Therefore when the feaven thunders utter their voyce, and Fobra is a- 
bout to write, hearing them diftinGly, yet is forbidden, for the fame 
voyce hath a prohibition in it, and commands alfo to (eale thew 
up az a fecret. 

Por the myftery of iniquity is tobe fealed up, as a fevenfold ful- 
neffe and perfection thereof in that man of finne, and flate of the wic- 
Ked, fo that no letter, nor chara@er thereof, be once mentioned 
as recorded in that ftate and condition of Chriftianity, thacis by 
Jefus Chrift. ; 

Soalfo that fevenfold myftery of God in as plain and apparant yoyte 
unto the gracious Saint, is to be fealed up in that ftate and condition of the 
Sonne of God, fo as not one letter, or fillable thereof, no nota jos 
or tittle, be mentioned, as recorded in the flate of the man of fin, 
thofe Rolls of Babylon, Statues of Omry,and Chronologies of all 
Wicked Ababsand Fefabels whatfoever, for the voyce of the {e- 
_ venfold perfection of che myftery of God, is filent and {peaks 

not in any of chem all. | 

Note here hence, that fuch ag wrice bitter chingsin the Saints 
of God, as fin, and uncleanneffé, not yer purged and taken away, 
as alfo good things in wicked men, as remenders of thargood [- 
mage of God wherein man wascreated, they know neither che 
prohibition, mor yet the command given unto chat great 
Angell that comes down from heaven ; nor have they the 
oath of God upon chem, for the confirmation of time, to 
put it out of coatroverfie in the foules of men, how itisno 
more, 


The ground of the feeling of the heart through patience fol- 
lowes, 


I Becan fe 
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Becaufe ihe coming of the Lord drawes nigh, 


By Lord here, is meant the Lord Jefus, and by coming is meant 
his grouth or fpringing upinhis perfection : The word draw, 
fignifies the continuation and extention of a thing to the utter- 
moft, asinthe Plalms, draw out thy loving kindneffe to thea that 
know thee , or extend and continue thy loving kindnefle co 
them chat know or acknowledge thee, to be what indeed thou 
art. 

And againe, wile thou draw out or extend thy wrath unto all 
generations, or wilt thou draw out thy wrath to generation and gene= 
ration; as if he fhould fay, is not shy wrath extended unto that 
generation of che wicked one, that feed of the ferpent, in che ful- 
neffe and perfe&ion thereof, and therefore the generation of the 
juft are cleared and acquit from the fame for ever, fo thatitcane 
not be drawn out to generation and generation, in cafe that one pof- 
fefle the fulneffe of ir, | 

The word nigh, fienifies unity, and that in the neareft bond of 
affinity, therefore it is faid, thou (balt not come nigh thy kinne; that 
is, to enter into contra& and copulation with them, which is of 
fuch nearneffe as two to become one ficth, where there is a leaving 
of father and mother, to beccme one in that mutual! bond as noe 
knowing or owning any other. 

The argument chen ftande thus; that ifthe Son of God, who 
is before all time, yea from eternity, and is that Lamb fline from 
ihe beginning, hath (notwithflanding) exrended and drawn out | 
himfelfe to be kindred unto you, and become on¢ with youin 
the neareft affiance and unity that can be, raifing up himfelfein 
you as Lord and King, yea as Prince of peace, being your pre {ent exaltae 
tion, lord{bip, and authory in-your immediate condition, if ao time hath 
intervened, ro flace {wallowed him up, no Saine fo ingraffed him 
eo himfelfe alone, no perfecution prevented, nor Princes of this 
world crucified the Lord of glory fo; bat that hehath drawn out 
himfelfe from eternity in refpe& of time pait, to become one 
with you in the neareft bond, as to be but one condition rogether 
wich you; one faith, onelove, one wifdome, one joy, one 
fircength, and authority, one rule and lord{hip, yea one cxaltati- 
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on, afsention, and preferment 5 be ye then patient , and fettle 
your hearts, waite and expe& without Wavouring, that from 
this unity and prefent being of the happy and blefled eftace you 

.flandio, he will extend and draw out bim(elfe in you, without 
any obftruéion, or interruption unto eternal! aye, railing up 
himfelf afrefh in you, ae lord and king withou: all in terruption, 
intermiflion, decay or controule, but in all the variety of his glo- 

ry fhall ever appear like himfelf the Sonne of eternity, and of the 
blefled God. 


Whereupon he amplifies his exhortation, backing it with ar- 
gumente in the nexc verfe. 


Verf. 9. Grudge not one againft another, brethren, left 
| ye be condemned ; bebold, the Fudge flandeth 
before the doore. — - 


Wherein we note, 


1. The terme be gives them; that is, bretbert. 

2. A duty, or debortation , Grudge not one againft another; 
which be backs with atwo- fold argument. 

I. From the danger, Leaft ye be condemned, 

2. Keadineffe for execution, and that in way of wonder, behold 
the Judge flandeth before the doore. 


He word brother in this place, comprehends not onely the 
brotherhood of the Saints of God as in the next verfe where 
he adds, my brethren; but alfo a certaine relation in brother- 


hood which is beeween the faints and men of the world, fee forth 
unto usin thac between Facch and Efau, which che Scripture fo 
- roften exprefleth, and alludech unto, Was not Efau Facobs brother, 

faith the Lord, yet ¥ bave loved Jacob, and hated Efau, and have laid 
bis mountuine weft, and his heritage for the Dragons of the wilder 
Ee. 

Sea arifeth and is brought forth, out of as neara king 
with the men of the world, as fFacob wasunto Efay bis brother, 
who had both one fatber,even Ifaac, and one mother, being «both be- 


gotten 
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ZOttel di ove goity in of Ifaac to Rebecca, as the Apoftle reports une 
tothe Remans, 

Even fo Chriltand Belial, Godand the Devill, (pring ont of 
onea& ofunion, and conjunction of God and man, which muf@t 
of neceficy have ini:s divine wifdome and humane,elfe God and 
an ase Dot exifling therein. 

Por the wifdome of God tran{cends all creatures, and it ig the 
excellency of man-Kinde, that his wifdome tran{cends all creas 
tures on the carth befides himfelfe : So thac without’ the wile 
dome of God, and the witdome’of a creacure,the creation of man 
is not, for he is made in the Image of God. 

Therefore inthe propagation ofthe Sonne of God, there is 

the wifdome of God, fubjeQing and proftrating mans wifdome 
unto it felfe, which is che bringing forth of Chrift the Sonne of 
God. 
Altozhe wifdome hamane fubjeGting and proftrating the wit 
dome of God unto it felfe, a3 the Serpent didthe wifdome of 
tie woman, who wat made inthe Image of God, isthe bring 
ing forth of Antichrift che feed of the Serpent the fonne of per- 
dition. . 

So that itis God and man conceived and’broughr forth by 
the wi(dome of God, which is Chri the Sonne of God, the Savi- 
our of man-kinde, 

And itis man and God conceived and broughe forch accor- 
ding to che principles of humane wifdome; thatis, Antichrift 
the fonne of perdition and that deftroyer of man-kirde, 

So that they are one in conjun@ion, and unity of God and 
man in the root, as near as Facob and E/au were in that one a@ of - 
gencration, tutin the {pringing up, and perfecting of chem, they 
are as diffcrent and at as great adiftance as Facob and Efau were, 
in tho’e two nations of I/rael, and Edom. 

And here note wich me (my good freinds ) that man cannot 
be known ( no noe that man of God ) nor yet that man of fin, 
ina fimple a& of creation, wichout re(pe& unto Zeneration, nor 
in one fimple a& of generation, without refpe% to that aot 
creation. Ret 

Por as itis in nature, that all the wifdome in the'world, in 
she act of mans creztion, cannot expreffe or fet fotth his multi- 
plication and continuation, on the earth, but with refpe& unto 


the 
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the a&t and virtue of generation 3 nor can itin the act of genera- 

tion, fer forth and d<clare mans beginning and originall buc 

with refpe& unto thac ack of creation; even fo nO Man can tru: 

ly preaci Ohiuiftin that work of creation a8 we are Gods work- 

man{bip creaied in Corift unto good works, but with refpr@ unto - 

the att of generation, ashe w the feed of the woman begotten and 
borne of a virgin. 

Nor can he be truly known in the a@ of generation, but with 
refpect unto chat act of creation, az che fpirit of God carries ap 
his geneologys which was the forne of Seth, the fonne of Adam, the 
fonne of God. 

For the wif{dome of God, and the wifdome ofacreature, are. 
both in the unity 5 which is asthat unformed Chaos, in the begin 
ning; but Chriftis onely propagated according to the wifdome 
of God, and Antichrift is generated by the wifdome of a creature, 

_ which is the giving of every thing a forme and virtue out of that 
confufed and deformed Chaos. 

So that without generation, creation hath no off-foring, 
and without creation, generation hath no beginning or origi-: 
nae N+ : ; 

Therefore the Son of Godisvoyd, without the one, and the 
other, and fo is that Son of perdition. 

Note therefore, that in that unity or a& of creation of God: 
and man to be one workmanfhip, there isa kindred between 
Chrift and Antichrift, as near in all refpeéts, as that of Facob and 
Efau, confidered in ghat Jawfull contra@ and a& of [aac and 
Rebecca. . 

But in that a&t of conception and {pringing up, according to 
the wifdome of God, and ‘the wifdome proper to a creature, - 
ghere is that infinite diftance and difproportion, as is between [f= 
rael and Edom, Chrift and Antichrift, the fon of God, and the fon 
of perdition : Our Apoftle therefore doth with good advice ex- 
hort the Saints of God not to grudg againft the men of the 
world, and that in the relation of brethren, faying 


Grudge not bretbren one againft anather. 
"Grieve not, orgroane not, 38 the word is, thatis, let not the 


enmity that is in the world be vexatious uuto you: But behold ° 
! in. 
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in that way of fin and death, Gods wonderfull device for the ine 
lec of wrath and-ex<cution of juftice in the world, and know 
that wichout that way of deftruction , falvation had never 
been. Fox : | 

For ifthe Son of God had not beene made fin in our nature, 
and yet fo a not to know fiz, that is, never to approve thereof > Or” 
be {tained therewith in the leaft, for never was guile found in his 
mouth, being that Immaculate and {potlefs Lamb of God, alcoge- 
ther pure, withouc fuperfluity or defe& : So that his nature in 
whatfoever is proper unto him, is free from all guile and ftaine, 
although he be found ina true fencein that condition which is 
finfull. 

Otherwife our nature had never been made the rightesufneffe of 
Godin him; for whatiocver is proper and naturaii unto man, 
knows no fuch righteou({nefle, nor can it approve of, or be fa: 
tistied therewith ; therefore can wee never receive and accept 
thereof, bue wish the loffe and denyall of all things proper to 
the nature of man, as confidered in that off-fpring of the earth, 
which he is changed and renewed from by the wifdome and {pi- 
ricofGod, being turned from darkueffe into light , fram Satan unto 
God, a change which all che Saints participate of ; therefore can 
no flefb boaft, for by this meanes boafting is excluded, our owne . - 
worke are utterly renounced. 

Even fo, the Son of God is become darkneffe in the men of the 
world, as abfolutely as man is made light in the Lord, therefore. 
ic is faid, that if the light which is in thee be darkneffe, bow great is 
tbat darkneffe; For if that which makes light be become darknes, 
there is nothing lefe to cure that darknefle ; fo alfo if mans na- 
ture which is in ic felfe is darknefle, be made light it felfe in the Son 
of God, as he affirms of the Difciples , that th-y are the light of the 
world ( the fame that is fayd of himfelfe ) what is ie thatcan im- 
paire or diminifh chatlight. 

So that as wicked men have changed the truth of God into a lye, 
and have changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made 
Tike corruptible man, fo they have changed the light of God into dark- 
neffe in themfelves. 

And herein Chrift hach given himfelf as-a ran {ome compleat, and 
every way proportionable for ever, unto that condition which 

man- 
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_ man-Kind is brought back and redeemed into, which is to be the 
fon of the.eternall and living God, to dwell with him in that inex- 
ceffible light which no flefh can approach unto: and it is alike holy: 
and precious a&t in God to give his hoiy Son to be judged, con- 
demned, and executed in the world, and yet be no proper caufe 
thereof , as ic is to fave man by nature fintull, and Goa himfelf 
the plenary c.ufe thereof; for co juftifie the wicked, & condemn the 
‘Juft are alike abkomination syet God hath found a way wherein the 
Jaft one by nacure (is and ever (hall be fo in the Saints ) isin 
the world condemned, and alfo that wicked one ( wlro is and 
ever fhali be {o in the wicked ) is juftificd and javed in bim({elfe, 
that is, in the Lord. | 

Grudge not therefore brethren (by unity and contraé& in creati- 
on ) one agaiaft another, though in a& of conception and 
{pringing up from that one Embryon, or formleffe fubftance, you 
become thus unuaturaliz:d and divided into two Nations in dis 
rect antithefis one to another , quarrell not againft the work of 
God herein, but admire his wifdome, who hath hereby broughe 
to paffe our falvation , by the flopping of the mouth of all eth, 
that glory may for ever redound to him, and not to the creature, 

For itis as voluntary an act in the wifdome of man to choofe 
the way of death, in the preferring of the things proper to a 
creature, before che chings that are of God ; as ic is in che wif- 
dome of God in Chrift, to prefer and make choife of things pro- 
‘perco the ecernali, before chofe which are momentany and mor= 
tall, fo that the worke (hall never (ay to the work-man, why baft thou 
made me on this fa(bion ? For nature would not give in exchange its 
Own nature & difpoiition for another, becaufe ics life and heing 
cleaves thereunto, which the nature of another muft of necefliry 
be death unto it, which is declined by all things. Do noe mur- 
mure then, nor gricve,lec not che w orks of God be any Way vex- 
acious unto you, but behold with: joy and admiration that won- 
de: full wifdome of God in that comely order of his juftice, who 
hath adorned himfelfe with as glorious ornaments of wrath in 
the execution thereof on the world, as he hath’ done in the di- 
ftribution of his grace and mercy in that way of his onely Son 5: 
in the one is che thing given as a purchafe, and in che other is the 
thing purchafed.. Our father Abrabam was well acquainted we h 
this: 
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this poynt, when be bought ivat burying place of the forties of Heth, 
- for him and his to be buryed out of fight: he would not take ig as 
agifr, but gave out the jult proportionable worth thereofin mo- ° 
ney by weight 3 forhe knew according to the eruth of Juftice, 
that ag there was a valuable confideration given for a place _ 
wherein co be buried out of fight (a8 Abrabam faith of Sarab ) a 
like riches and dignity fhould bein the inheriting and pofftfling 
of the land by his feed, to teach us this point, that according to 
the worth of thar which is given to be baryed in che world, 
which is the Son of God ; where none of his vertues nor graces 
is declared, alike (hall be the worth of thar eftace and condition. 
of fuch ag are rifen again in Chiift ( eccording to the rule of ju- 
Rice ) which is no leffe chen Son-fhip unto the eternall and living 
God. 

This was in the heart of David, moving him noe to accept of 
that kind offer of Araunab the Febufite , concerning that thre(bing 
floor, oxen, and inftruments, bue would pay a valuable price for 
them, becaufe be would not wor[bip the Lord in offering of that which 
not a valuable price. ey 

And this is written according to the letter (ae all other Scrip- 
ture is) in every mansheare, and utters it felfe (if nog ftifled 
through defire of gainein all merchandizes of the world. | 

Such therefore as have critically brooded upon the Scriptures 
ro hatch a temporary and humane death only, to beche death of | 
-Chrift Jefas, the Son of God, telling ue ofan ayry vertue or eff. 
cacy thereof meerly imaginary 5 for they know not how any rea~ 
lity thereof thould reach unto us through ages paft ; for fay they, 
his death wae fo long ago, and but of part of three days and three 
nights continuation, for whole ones they cannot make chem all ; 
and it was only the humane natare that dyed, which is only a 
feparation of toule and body, and neither feparaced from God, 
By which dcGrine ie follows, that mans refurreétion and life is 
only arcoycing of foule and body, without any unity or con- 
jun @ion with God, which is che overthrow and deftru@ion of 
che do&rine of Chri, and fo of the flate of the Sonne of God, 
and of falwaiion. 

For there js a8 reall a departure from God in the day of the 
wicked, whofe fate and condition confifis of God and man ( o- 
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 therwife noeternall wrath ) as there is a coming to God in the: 
_ way of the Sains of Ifrael , whofe ftate and condition confifts of 
 Godand man, otherwife chere were no eternall mercy and fa- 
- ¥our; the do@rine of the world therefore teaching a monarchi- 
call Chrift; and a kingdome bounded by time ( at leaf in point of 
time paft ) ic is of proper ufe to whet and fharpen the {pirics of 
men, to hunt and feek after aStateand Kingdome of char nature 
and confticution which man exercifeth , and not the Sonne of 
i GOK. 7 i . 
_ © ‘Thefe men have tyed all fin originally to one man in the fall 
Cas they by tradition call ic) but yer know not how, nor by 
whom the entrance of fin came: But.carry us to imaginary An- 
- gels futable to the reft of their doctrine , neither know they the 
way of the derivation of it, which is of fo great concernment- 
Even fo they having tyed all righteoufnefs unto one particu - 
Jar and individuall manin his refurre&tion, compaffed and fur- 
rounded by time, but are ignorant of the way and manner of the 
- derivation of ic 5 for it is whole Chrift derived, or elfe falvati- 
_ on is imperfe@ and maymed ; Bur the fpirit of Chrift ( or aa fome 
"mince it ) the influence of the fpirit, without the body compleat, 
is but a part of Chrift, the Son of God divided (as by this way 
_ of derivation he is) is a3 found a doGrine, at to fay Paul was cru~ 
_ cified for you. 
To conclade this point therefore , the work of God in order- 
"ing of the ftate of the wicked cruly known and rightly judged of, 

33 of no more difquiet, grief, or vexation unto the Saints of God, 
then the work of God in our falvacion is; no, though our bro- 
ther the Lord Chrift be fo given up unto death in them , as never 
co live in ehem any more, for it is our ranfome, the juftice and equity 
of the purchafe payd for the eternall releafe of eur foules 5 for the falva- 
tion of God holds firm in all ref{pe&ts, wherein the heart of man, 
or fubtilty of Satan can pac forch it felfe; that as there is com- 
pleat falvarion free without money, or money- worth, as alfoin 
-congueft by force and ftrength , fo alfo in point of ftri&nefie 
ofjattice, in giving a valuable aud confiderable price in way of 
‘purchafe. 
The fpirit then of gricf , vexation‘and anguith, cleaves unto, 

egit is ghe proper portion of the brothe:-hood confidered in E- 
IK cums 


dom, and not in I/rael, found in Mount Seir, or as the word fignis 
fies, the mount of she Devill, and not in Hereb, the mount of 
God. ; , 5 as | ‘ Ra 
Therefore the argument againft grief and vexation at this bro 
therhood is added, viz. Left ye be condemned ; that is, freceing, 
grieving, and vexation at the wonderfull work of God, is con-_ 
demnation,and properly is the practice of that Fornicator, and 
prophane perfon Efau, when he hath (0 luftfully and prophanely 
parted with the bicch-right, to fatisfie his corrupt and carnall 
defires, bred and begotcen in hunting after the chings of this life, 
which is to purfue that hinde of the morning (asthe Plalmift calls 
Chiift ) co put him to death, forthe glory of the ficth and of God 
cannot fubfiftand ftand together. cee | 
The word (Left) in this phrafe is not ufed as a fuppofition, 
but as a certain affirmation, as where one Prophec faith, left He- 
zekiab deceive you: Another expounds is, Hezekiah doth deceive. 
you. So-alfo. where one Evangelift reports the words of Cahrift, 
Left the people faint in. the way : Another repeating it, faith, The 
people will faintintke way. So in this place, left ye be-condemned, is, 
yee areunder condemnation whofoever fo doth ; for that is che 
condemning fpirit that frets and grieves ac the works of God, 
which is ever found in the world, who can never endure that 
way and manner of the tranflation of the right of inhericance 
from him which is born after the fle(h, unto bim which is born 
after the fpirit : but vowes the death of the Son, which ever puts 
an end unto mourning for the death of the fasher alfo ; now tobe 
condemned, is to be pronounced and held guilty, as to juftifie is 
to acguit and make righteous, as the Apofile oppofech them , Jt 
is God (faith he) that juftifies, who then (ball condemn ? chat is, itis 
God that acquite and makes righteous, who then can make guil- 
ty and finfull? | 
To be grieved and vexed then at the wickednefs of the world, 
is to be under guile and condemnation ; that is, when men cane 
not juftifie and give excellency unto that work of Gods juftice in 
his execution of wrath onthe world,and rejoyce therein through 
that ranfome given.to re{cue out of that condition, as well as he. 
can be glad of chat exercife of mercy in that inheritance and pof- 
feffion which he is put into, for the glory of God in our 
falvation 
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falvation confifis in the one as well as in che other, and is alike 
glorious, and to be approved ofin them both, according to the 
nature and manner of Gods operations found, and conver{ane 
inthe one and in the other, and in chem both compleat falvation 
is made manifeft, - 5 | 

‘Nor is it the proper flate and condition of the wicked, fimply 
confidered in it felfe, chat makes wretched , but as ic hath refpe& 
co the ftate of the juft, for wich refp:& co both is condemnation 
compleaced. | | 

Noie here then, that he that cannot be freely willing thatthe 
fpirit of grace and of God fhould fuffer loffe in the men of the 
world, ofallics proper life, vertue, and operation, as it is that — 
whereby the men of God live, move, and a& in all chings. 
_ That man can never give confent,that that wicked {pirit of the 
world which by nature is proper to all flcth, fhould ever be made 
in the excellencies of the Son of God, or furnifhed with the 
firength and operations of God. | 


_ Hence ic is, chat men have carved out unto themfelves a better 
thing then J/p, the man of frength, vigour, .and courage; anda 
worfe chen Enofh, the man of bafeneffe and forrows ; that is, they 
teach a better eftate and condition then, that of man, which is 
only in God himfelfe ; and fo they make Chri not. to be very 
God, which is to deftroy Chriff unto chemfelves ; and they fecup 
a worfe thing then Antichrift, which is the Devill, and in the one 
and the other the form, the faith of Devils in chemfelves, which 
is to believetremblingly, that there is one God : but to believe, 

‘that of ewaine he is made one new maniin Chrift, char wifdome 
and confidence they attainenor, |... , : 

_ So they conclude a God-head out of Chriftianicy , and then it 
‘Is out of Chrift che wifdome of God, and fo he is properly. the 
| tormentor of ehe world ; and they concludea Devil] out of man, 
and chen he hath aot the wifdome and corrupt will of the fleth, 
_ and that isnone bus the Son of God, the Saviour of the world, 
whom they account not only as one baving a Devill, but.as Belze- 
bub the prince of Devils, which is no more then to preach Chrift 
for Antichrift, and Antichria for Chrift, end thefe are caken as 
men fit to make Preachers , and able to corre& all erroura in the 
world ; for asit hath been in Councels and Synods; even {oit ig 
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now;bue herein lies a great point of the deceipt and {nare where-. 
in the world catcheth it (elf. | aoe 

And thefe are the men that groane, grumble, and grieve at the 
trorks of God, both in juftand unjuft, for they can neicher en- 
dure the work of God according to the excellency and top of 
perfeQion, ag it is in Chrift; nor yee the work of God, accord- 
Ingasicisin chat man offing Antichrift, who goeth about a aroa- | 
ring Lyon feeking whom be may devoure : but they cannos abide co 
heare that he thac is man zs that man-flayer from the beginning,and fo 
giieve that Cai {hould have bis proper due. | 

And when ever the Gofpel appears in the truth and reality of 
it, they bold it comes to torment them before its time, For either it yi- 
lifes chat which they exale, or elfeic exalts that which they fo 
vilffie, and chetime is never feafonable to them neither for the 
one nor the other. : ; | SF asp Mane 

And fuch as hold a fate and condition between the fonne of 
God, and the fon of perdition € which is a reall condition pro- _ 
per to the fons of men) chey have it from the fame principles 
from which the place of Purgacory doth {pring , which che fame 
men feem fo zealoufly to condemn and approve, as Doors 
of chat kingdom which cannot ftand, being divided in it (elf, but 
is in che way of the fall, and not of the refurreStion;ard fo much 
for che argument drawn from the danger, Left ye be condemned, 
-~ The fecond follows, which is the readinefle for execution, and 
hatin way of wonder, Bebold the Fudge ftandeth before the doore. 
_ Behold, that is, admire and wonder ac the appearing of chis 
figne alfo, namely that the righteous Judge of all che earch, chat 
renders to every one according to his work, hath no other door 
ro come in at, no other way ofentrance, whereby. to paffe fer 
cence of abfolution or condemnation ; no way to quit rhe juft, 
or condemn the wicked ; no way to exercife mercy or feverity, 
but only through this two-fold effate and condition of mans 
,. ind, namely the crucifiers of Chrift according to the flefh, and 
the crucifiers of Chrift according to she {piric. 7 

Therefore he that finds a condition, way or a@, wherein God 
ie only aa a bare {pectacor or elfe exercifech fome-what befides,or 
out of the way, either of mercy or wrath, among the fonnes of 


men, let fuch conclude of another efate in man- kind befides ehefe 
cwayn, 3 Bat 


Ny 
But let fuch know that they are not of che {piris of Abrabam, 
the friend of God 5 for he acknowledged freely the Lord to be fudg 


. ef all tbe earth, in that deftru@isn of Sodome, and deliverance of 


jott Lot, which thefe men deny, if here be another way of che ad- 
minittration of che Creature, whereinto the Lord enters not; for 
he hach no way of entrance in the way of his adminiftrations a- 
mong the fons of men, but only at this two gold door, either of 
mercy or wrath, ob , 

Lec fuch look to this point who makes a good and commen- 
dable way of adminiftracion in meer civill attayré, wherein the 
grace and favour of God is not properly «xercifed'in chac way of 
Chrift, neither is che wrath of God inexercife as in that way of 
Antichrift ; But fach will find shat he who is not of the faith and 
works of Abrabam, hee is of the law of the fiith and (piric of the 
world; and he that hath the {piri of the world, hath not the fpi- 
Fieof Chri, And whofoever bath noth the fpitit of Cbrift, the fame is 
none of bis’: and they that do not the werks of Abraham, they are not the 
children of Abrabam, but of their father the D.vill , who {2 workes they 
do, and will do. For this two-fold door is the only way of en- 
crance in all the wayes of adminiftration-belangimg to bim who 

is chat righteous Judge of all the earch. | 

Therefore he is fayd to ftand before the doore, or as the word may 
be read, with the doore ; that is, hach ferled and confirmed him felf 
tobe Judg of all, with this way of entrance, for adminiftration 5 


for che word ftand,:in thie place fignifics co minifter, as in the ac- 


miniftration of. che: Priefts.and Levices inthe houfe of the Lord ;. 
Ic is faid, that Fudab rejoyced that they ftood before the Lord : So the 
Prophets are fayc to fang before the Lord, when they Minifer with 
powerjandauthority fromhim, , | sli 4 

And the word-tranflited (Before ),may be read sith, by the al- 
lowancé of the {pirit of Gad; for, where one Prophet faith , I ci 


- g firanger (before ) thee as my. fathers were : Another reporte the 


famethus, Fam afiranger Cwith ) thee as all my faibers were. | 
And where it is cranflated to be the fpeech of the King to Ha- 
man, he will force the Queen (before )-mein the rogm...Another 
tran(later, he will forceche Queen (with) me in the room, and 
many the like ; for che Hebrew words, ethpenei, and lipbener, are 
both one of the fame fignification, and put one for another in 


the Scripture? To 


Lr 


To.conclude chis poynt, the wonderfull and miraculous pow- 


er of the Gofpel, in being a favour of life unto life, and a favour of 


death unto death , confifts in this two-leaved gate, as the phrafe of th 
Prophet is.; and ‘here ic is a door of a double or two-fold enrmne 
of one eternal a& inthe diftribucion of mercy and juflice : For be- 
hold, che Judg hath no other entrance, but wich re{pe& of ope- 
ning "this two-fold work of the myftery of God, and the myftecy 
of iniquity ;. for the pecformance of all the workes which have 

_ been, are, or (hall. be exercifed and done among the children of 
men, the truth whereof is ever repined at by fuch as are nnder the 
power of condemnation, from whom: he feparates the Saints, 
whereapon thenext words are brought i in as holding a confimi- 
licude among sem Cl ysay 


; 


Vert. 10.) » Take n my ahh the habe 5 Who bave fa pts in 


the rtame of the Lord for-an enserele of fuffering affii- 
ions and ef Side 7 


ahd he «which: wbrtislob ieived a eb 
1. Afeiteration, with an addition of the terme Bretbrew; My ai 


thren. — ah 
2, Adoration, leading ther to the Prophet gs a ewes who are 
decribed unto us, 


| 1. By their {peaking of thé etd oft ibe Lord. | 
2. By their fuffering affliGion arid peeene therein,” ‘seaibin 


* HE gives the terme Dretbren hereas hedid sas inde in’ an 
nother refpect, for he excludes that brotherhood, as ha- 
ving refpe& to that of Efau, therefore’ he {peaks unto them con- 
jun@ively, ahd aflumptively, my brethren. 1) LENO 
So that itisnce the phrafe of Scripture ‘that is onely to be 
minded in the underftanding of. the will of God, but whatieis 
that God intends in that place by ufing fach a phrafe, foiaccom- 


, panied with its coherence, otherwife we may take'Antichrift-for: 


“the true Chrift, and the true Chrif for Antichrifty fand the Ged 
‘of ehis world for the trie God. 2 


For. 


J 


= 
FA 


For fometimes the word Gods in the plarall number intends 
Idols, as the Apoftle teacheth, there are Gods many, and Lords. many 
that is, Idols. cut out unto places, and offices in the world crea-. 
ted and fet. up by. men, buc unto us faith he, there w but one 

- And fometimes the plural Gods, Elobim fignifies the true God, 
the Creator and maker of-al!, asicis fayd, Inthe beginning God 
created the heavens, and the earth, &c.. And fometimes the fame 
word is taken for the holy and.godly, Judges in Ufrael, as when 
the feryant after his feven years fervice would not depart from 
his mafter, be was tobe brought totbe Gods, the word is Elohim; 
that is, co the Judges, to have his eare bored through to ferve him 
forever. . i 

_Soalfo the Scriptures makes report of falfe Chrifts in the plu- 
ral number,and the true annoynted is given in the plural! phrafe 
alfo, where che Pfalmift faith, Touch not my Chrifts, and do my Pro- 
phets no barme.;.and fo.Antichrift, ftiles himfelfe Chrift in she 
fingular phrafe, as well as che true Chriftis fo expreffed, as the 
Evangelift reports, many (ball come inmy name, and (ball fay, Lam 
Chrift, and. ball deceive many; there is joy in the ftony ground 
wherethecorne withereth; and never comes to good, as well as 
in chat harveft which is ripened in the kingdome of God, where 
they return with joy, bringing their (beaves with them : there is 4 
righteou/neffe of the Scribes and Pharifees which enters not into the 
kingdome, aswell as that of the Sonneof God, who # the Lord 
our righteaujne[e, the very kingdome it felfe,and che inlet therein- 
to alfo. 

Yea, there is 4 faith of Devils, as well as che faith of the Sonne of 
God, as the Apoftle declares, Thou beleives there is one God, thou doft 
well, the Devil alfo beleives and trembles. 

The phrafe of Scripture therefore withous the fcope and in- 
tent thercof, is the common deceipt of all the world where the 
Scriptures are read, and che reft have the fubftance thereof writ- 
ten in their hearts. ) 

So that no humane learning (which is but the Dilucidation, o¢ 
Lucifer of thofe principles.) can poflibly give light to Jead to the 
true Knowledge of the Scriptures ; The mif-apprehending of 
this point running away wish the phrafe, as men by their ei 

cordance 
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cordance heap up phrafes of Scripture to confirm their doGrine, 
whereas every onc is of feverall interpretation, never minding 
the intent, but'onely che found of words, is the very caufe of all ' 
che principalities, powers, ‘che ralers of the darkneffe of thie’ 
world, and {pirituall wickednefle (or wicked (pirice as the word : 
is) inhigh places, which are fo elevated, confecrated, and judged 
ot (uch neceflity in the world, for from hence ari(eth the un@ion 
of the King, as being fet in chat officeand roome of that King of’ 
Salem, Prince of peace, and from this is the Bifhop confecraced,and’ 
inftalled, as bearing the office'and place of that great Bifbop and? ~ 
feeder of our foules : and out of this miftake arifech all thofe officts 
and officers, refpectively, ftanding in relation to the one, and to 
theother, whereby the pure word of ecernity, Comes to be pro- 
itrated and adulterated by bringing it into copulation with va- 
nifhing things, which periffrin the ute. 0) OO8 Gm ad ist 
Submitting it unco che glory’ of the creature, and not the crea- 
inre to tbe glory of bim, who is God bleffed for ever, Amen, 
Notehere, that the laws and orders of men in che world Ran- 
ding upon the letrer of the Scripture, in found of word, and nox 
in che fence, in the hiftory which alters in form, and not in the 
my ftery that abides for ever ; hence it Js that they are buils upon 
che fands, as Chrift reporte. ee | re 
And whenany people comes to fee into the defe&s of the foun- 
dation which another people ftand upon, they encourage them= 
felves, co pull down the building of another, to make their own 
more firme, fo that which the world tekes to be the ftrengch and 
fafety of it felfe, comes infew yearsto be the depopulating and’ 
ruine thereof. . om che 
For it is as poffible to give a8 good ground and argument for 
one way and order fet up, upon'the fayd principles, as for ano- 
cher, as for water in baptifme,and men of ripe years, as wine in 
che fupper, and infants counted the feed of the Chu: ch debarred, 
and for the custing off rhe fore-akin of the ficth,as wel ag either of 
them bozh ; and upon this ground comes in that continued 
work, and great imployment of reformation in the world, and 
{hall never be accomplifhed by the change of titles of officers, and 
formes of inflicutions ; fo long as they are placed upon thie fame 
foundation, namely the bare letter of che Scriprure : but the 
: bef 
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belt perfection is will be brought unto, is to perfecute Fofeph for 
_interpretting the dream. , 
© In this point of the letter or phrafe of the Scripture , and the 
erue intents and {cope thereof, confifts that threefold temptation 
brought in by Satan againft Chrift, and Chrift his effectuall ane 
(wer thereunto ; in the one flands the fubsilcy of the Devill, and 
in the other the wifdome and minde of the Son of God. 

2, And hence he brings in the dire&tion leading us to the Pro- 
 phets astqa pattern how co come to the true knowledge of che 
 minde of God ; thatis, to the true interpreters of the Scriptures, 
for the Hebrew word Nabi, and the Greek Prophetes, fignifies 

{peaking, interprettiag, and uttering words and Oracles that come imme- 
| diately from God. | 7 
So that we have no truc example, copy, extra&, draught, or 
- pattern of the law of God, the order and compofure of the king- 
dome of God, but by having recourfe to the true interpretation 
of the word of God. . 

And there is no true Propbefte of any private interpretation, Dut boly 
men of God {peak as they are moved by the /pirit of God; that is, there 
igno true interpretation given of any part of the word of God, 
when it is bounded to any particular time, or age, or confined co 
_ any particular time, or age, or confined to one particular perfor 

alone; but as the fpirit of God remains the fame in icg motion, fo 
_ doth the word of God inits expreflion and creating virtue ac- 
companying the fame in Chrift, and icis a thing too fublimeto 
becongealed into inke, tco fecrec and hidden to be printed upon 
paper,too precious to be piled up in Libraries,and of too prince- 
ikea fpirie to enter into contra with, or be fubfervane unto 

any {chool of humane learning. 
_ Foric is the {pirit of the Sonne onely, that knows the minde 
of the father, and it ishe and not another, thae muft reveale it un- 
tous. | 

So that if ever we reccive that fiery law of the {pirit, we muft afcend 
into the mount of God, namely into the height of the condition of 
him: who fits at the right band of God, being that whereby he mani- 
felts his wifdome and skill, power and glory (even as a man ma- 
nifefts his art and skill by his right hand ) which no arc, powers 
nor policy of man can ever reach or attaine unto. 
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This pattern ie fee before us in the Prophets onely, or in thae 
one great Propbet in che interpretation and unfolding of the word 
of God, or in the tran{lation of the originall language ; thac is, 
in declaring how the things of God are transformed through che 
carnal! conceptions of men, into the principles and rudimentg | 
of the creature, and fo is in them become a profane Grecian, 
which aakes che Son of God focomplaine, chat bas viffaye is mar= 
red more then auy man, and bis forme more then the fons of men. . 

And this is a language will fpeak in Cain and ail his poltericy, 
when inke and paper fhall vanifh as {moke. ) 

There is alfo a skil to tranflace che ‘piric of man into the prin- 
ciples and ¢xcellencies of the Sonne of Gad, as being thereby 
become that holy Hebrew , of Heber, yea the teed of Abrakam, 


and Sonne of God, to {peak according to that voyce of the 


blood of {prinkiirng which harh init power to patle over the 
deftroying Angell tor ever 5 it chefe were as truly tranflatedor 
interpretted inthe world as che letters and fillables of che Bible 
are into our native tongue, wee fhould fee more eminent and ex. 
cellent Schollars appeare then now we do. 

4. And here the Prophets are defcribed to be fuch as (peak in 
the name of the Lord; thatis, in the power and authority of the 
Sonne of God; for to {peak in the name of God, is to {peak in the 
authority and power of God, which comprehends not onely 
fpeech, but a&ion alfo ; that is, thofe fignes and wonders, and 
mighty works which accompany the preaching of the Go/pel in 
the confirmation ofit, teftifying the prefence of God, accompa- 
nying the word, making it good by a& and deed, according to’ 
the expreffions thereof. 

For the word of God ig never truly uttered wichout the ap-— 
pearance of a figneand wonder, anda great work no [effé then 
fuch as holds proportion with God for the confirmation of the 


fame. 


Now weknow a wonder is a monfter in nature, fuch as no 
nature in its proper inftin@ brings torch, it goes beyond the 
bounds, abilities, and precin&s of any naturall confines what{c- 
ever, and wichoat fuch works, fignes, or wonders, the Gofpel is 
never truly preached ; for if ir fhould, Chrifts promife would 
faile, but heaven and earth (hall faile, before that one jot or tittle of the 
word of God come to corruption, So 
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So that there is no {peech or do&rine of the Gofpel, but in its 
expreflion ic frames, confitutes, and brings forth, a work of 
fuch nature as no fimple nature whatfoever canbring forth, 
therefore a wonder and a figne, to be admired, yea truly miraca- 
lous, forno nature can reach thereunto, inthe utmoft extent 

thereof, 

For as itis true, that there isno operation of the fpirit of 
God, in the way of Chrift, but itis above and goes beyond the 
nature of the creature, having the power and glory of the Crea- 
tor init, nor is it attainable by any, or by all creatures. 

Soitis true alfo that thereis not any work, or operation of 
the Gofpel , which the divine nature fimply and abfra@ively 
confidered canbe fayd to be in any capacity or poffibility te 
attaine thereunto, but the poflibility of God to doall things 
ftands in hig making himfelf to be fuch a one, otherwife icis un- 
attaniable in the nature divine fimply and fingly confidered, bee 
caufe there is no work of the Gofpel without man confidered in 
it,no more then there isa Chrift without mans nature who is the 
fubje& matter of the Gofpel. 

Andas Chriftis not without mans nature, no more is any 
work of the Gofpel ; for as thedivine nature cannot of it felfe 
fimply and folely confidered,dye,nor afcend neither defcend,bee 
ing incomprehenfible. . 

No more can the humane nature confidered fimply in it felfe, 
have in it eternal life, comprehend all things, or be omnipotent 
but in chat unicy of the Gofpel, the Sonne of God, they are all 
brought to paffe, znd all in a&, and being in that one Chrift, no- 
thing in him therefore whatfoever ; bu: being fer forth and 
brought to light, there appeara wonder, a miracle is wroughr, 
a figne fet up for the confirmation of the Gofpel, fuch as no na- 
ture fimply confidered can attaine unto, or bring forth; fo that 
if che true word ofthe Propher, or of interpretation be fpoken, 
this crue and miracuious work muftenevicably appear, tranfcen- 
ding all nature in the ucmoft capacicy thereof, 

And therefore that faying, holds firme, that we have a Medi« 
tor made higher then the beavens,a work and wonder above all na- 
ture fimply end folely confidered, and therefore Chrift is that new 
creature,yeathe beginning or bead of the creation of God, for God is one in 

Di2 ibe 


[. 76. J 


ibe work, tot onely in making, but as one made in € brift. 

And thus the Prophets are invetted with power and authority 
to {peak inthe name of the Lord, not onelyin word; but in 
work alfo, afigne and wonder accompanying the word at al] 
times, which makes them mcf-noble, and God-like, to the cutting 
of of the fpirit of Princes, becoming terrible 
earth, 

2. Whence he brings in the {cond 
phet as the means whereby: this 
ned; and chat is, chrough fu 
ence. 


By fuffering affli&ion in this place, we areto underftand a be- 
ing cut off from being fupported by any earthly power, carnalf 
policy , oc any temporal! glory whatfoever, with refpe& to 


friends ox alies,.or any earthly relations which fade and vanith 
away, which human {p 


moting of themfelves, 

_ For onely in the loffe and laying afi 
Prophet-comes to be invefted into the power, wifdome, and ex- 
cellency of che Son of God; in whom is found all friendfhip, all 
cffices, and all relations whatfoever not onely compleated, but 


allo eternized to abide for ever, in whofe power and authority 
by this means they go forth. 3 


By this means it was thar Mo 


fes became fo great adeliverer;for 
he refufing to be called the Son of Pharaohs daughter , choofing rather to 


rs 


defcription of atrue Pro- 
power and authority is attai- 
fering affiétion, dnd long pati- 


fuffer adverfity with the people of God, in the foffe of all fuch kinde 


of glory as Pharaohs Court afforded, became an effeQuall infiry- 
ment to manifeft chat power and glory, throughout all the land 
of Aigypt, inthe deliverance of Gods chofen, and overttirow of 
his enemics. 

Again, take Eliah for an infan 


ce in this point, comprehending 
all the Prophets, as he did 


in his appearance with Chriftin the 
tramifiguration, and you fhall finde him complaining that bez 
left alcne, as cut off from all relations from carnall apoftatized 
Lirael, aud bis life fought after to be taken away alfo , by the policy 
and power of the whole kingdome of Ifrael under the Govern- 
menc of that wicked Ahab, 


Fox atruePropher 4 to endure bardneffe as a good fouldier of Fefus 
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Ghrift, and no man that warreth intangleth himfelfe with the affaires 
of this life, that be may please bim who bath chofen bim to be a fouldier ; 
Forno fupertority,digaity,or advance,no place of cflice or aren- 
dance,no conjanGion or relation of this life, but muft fuffer 
wrack and rvine, inthe true profecution of che authority and 
fpirit of a Prophet, otherwife che name of God is noc called up- 
on, a8 Chrift witnelfech, faying, For whofoever of you be be, that 
for fakes not all that be bath, be cannot be my Di{ciple. 

The bond of family wich refpst co wife and children, muf 
give way co this 5 the bondof trade and imployment muft give 
way to this, the bond of office and place tc uphold chis tottering 
temporary order among men, muft give way to this, the bond 
and tyeto particular congregations of titruler Paitor, Teacher 5 
or in any other way, bireling miniftry, which are much alike to 
family, cares, relations, and employments to maintain a tempo- 
rary credit and lively-bood in this life,, the power and fpirit of 
Eliab breaks them to peeces 3 if che {picic of God breath, ic {naps 
them all like Sampfons bands, which were but as flax when it 
fmels the fire, though the worldin the loffe of the lock, by.its 
Di a°s, who hath bewitched them, to ftand ingaged unto it, 
contrary to the exprefle word of Chrift, which fayth, If any 


man come tome, and bate not bis faiber and mother, and wife and chil- 


dren, and brethren and fifters, yea and bis ows life alfo, be cannot be my 
Difciple. 

Whenidid we hear of any of the Prophets or Apofiles tyed un- 
to wife, children, congregation or family, who have fpokei im 
the power and authority of the Son of God, or what earthly re- 
Jation was any of them tyed unto : We read of Hofea marrying a 
wife of fornications for a fign ante the people, and alfo of Peters 
wives mother, which are but (lender arguments to encourage 
men to fit downe end dwell by cermporary relations, and make 
them afvfficient fence and guard to put off all Gods calls and ine 
timations, to attend upon him in any other way, if it make nog 
for the fupport and fupply of fuch engagemenis ; where is there 
aman that acknowledgeth a call from God , if ic m2ke not for 
the promoting of himfelfe ineemporary things at the feaft in his 
expe&ation 5 and if it prove contrary , bee takes itup as a fore 


burden ; what ever becomes of the caute of Ged, it muft be fub-- 


fervalit 
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fervane to thefe things 5 no marvail though the world be voyd of — 


the joyfull prefence of God, when wee rejoyce in nothing but 
what ( in effe& ) the bruit beafts feek after, 

Obj. But it will be faid, that bow-ever the Prophets , Apoftles, 
and Corift bimfelfe went on in the neglect of all temporary relations , yet 
bow carefull were the Patriarchs in the prefervation and mayntaining of - 
them. : 

Anjw. To which we anfwer, thas the Prophets, Apoftles, and 
Chrift him(feife teach in their pra@ice, how we ought toftand af- 
fe&ed with thefe earthly things, and how to demean our fclvea 
cowards them in this our pilgrimage through the world. 

And the fathers of old teach us by their demeanor, what care 
and refpe& we are to havein the confervation of {uch relations 
which are fpirituall, and abide for ever , as they are conftituted 
in Chrift, and converfant in the family and houfe of God. 

Obj. It will be fayd, that men uniting themfelves to particular cone 
gregations, as Paftor, Teacher, Elders, Deacons, and Members , is of di- 
vine inftitution, and ought to be mayntained and contended for, aceording 
to the praétice of the Apofties, and thofe feven Churches, with their 7. Ane 


gels, or Meffengers particularly de(cribed and fet forth in tht Revelations. 


Anfw. To which weanfwer; that fuchas the falvation and 
faith is which we contend for, and maintain, fuch is the Church, 
but we contand for the common falvation and faith once delivered to 
the Sain's 5 and {o we do for a univerfall Church and congregation of 
the firft-born , whofe uames are enrolled in heaven , once and for ever 
confticuted; & that dottrine and prayer which is of lefle compres 
henfion, that ic reacheth not univerfally to involve the compleat 
myfticall body of Chrift, it # a private /pirit, and not confonant to 
the do&rine and interceflion of Jefus Chrift, which hath a like 
refpe& to all she chofen of God, and thacin all times and ages. 

And for thofe particular Churches mentioned in Scripture, 
they are all reprefented untous in thofe feven Churches inthe 
Revelations, which all vanifhin the opening of heaven, in the 
fourch Chapter, and are never heard ofagaine, which only fea 
forth unto us in their feverall vertues, and feven-fold fulnefs and 
perfection therein, the ftate of that Church governed by him only 
tha fits on the Throne, adorned with thofe 4. lively weights, and four 
and twenty Elders, furnifhed with thas Angelicall and fulnefle of 


Miniftery , 
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Miniftery , fet forth by feven Angels, feven Trumpets, and fever’ 
Vialls, inriched with all thofe excellencies, declared throughout 
that whole booke, and the perfe@ion of this one only Church is 
fignified unto us, in the vercue of thofe feven, as the excellency 
of one fpirit of God is fet forch unto us in that report of fever /pi- 
rits of God being about the throne, and this one Church is fignitied 
and iet forth in that of Philadelphia, which ha:h nothing but com- 
mendable things found in her, andno reproof, uncomelineffe, or 
imp rteGion at all. 7 

Againe, thofe feven Churches teach usto us, that one Congre- 
gation er Synagogue of Sachan, wherein is contained that feven- 
told wickedneffe and fulneffe of fiane, in chat Babylon che great, 
the mother of whoredoms, and proper feare of wickedneffz in the 
land of Shiner, to which it is all conveyed and carryed in that E- 
vab; which the Prophet Zachariah {peaks of,and this is fignified un- 
to us in that one Church of Laodicea,commended in nothing, bug 
condemned in all things according to juft deferts, having a- 
tracted all wickedneffe from that Angelicall Miniftry by turning 
the truth of God intoa lye, and this Church is ruled by the Dra- 
gon, the beaft, and the falfe Propbet, in all thofe abominable 
praGtifes and filchineffes fec torih therein cto the end of that 
Book. — 

He therefore that fets himfelfe asa Paftor over one particular 
people or congregation, and yeric is not without reproof, hor 
doth his exercife inthe word and doGrine, comprehend all the 
flock of God, & concerns th: ftare of every Saint of God particue 
Jarly, that man will be found a feeder onely of the mocher of har- 
lots, and ag a Dragon codevour the man-child wich Herod, when 
heappears, and not as thar good fhepheard who giv.s hinfelfe 
for the flock, not having that (piric of the Apoft!e that the care of 
all the Churches iz upon bim, as ailin one, and one in al], as the true 
Spoute faith, draw me, we willrun after thze ; A fing le eye hath re- 
fpe& to all Saints alike, hath a like care of them, and they area 
like precious unto kim; che Son ot God never direéted she vir=- 
tue of his death, or labour of his love co fome of his chofen 
before others, bur menin thefe daves have frameda paftorall 
charge to be a fat pafiure for themielves, or elfe the call of God 
{peaks noc thercin,. 
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But a true Prophet is under the loffe,and in the departure from 
all chefe chings,and thereby is invefted with the power and autho- 
ricy of the Son of God, fpeaking in his name, words of wonder, 
and admiration, and not ae the Sci ides. rs 

And they do not onely fuffer themfelves tobe di(poffet of 
thefe things, bac they have long patience, or under-abiding in this + 
condition, icaleers not, what change foever comes upon them 
fia this world, for chey are noc Icile j:alous of that which the 
world counts profperity, then chey are of that ic calls adverfity, 
and are as watchfull under good reports as bad, knowing alike 
{nare in both. ) 

‘Not as fuch as (eem to fuffer for a time, and are zealous againat 
the common pratices of che 4 orld, cill they have gotten fome 
“high place amongit men, and then they cometo comply with 
the greateft worldling, and converfant with worldly affaires, 
chat can put forth ic felfe to be a confociate, or fuffragator unto 
them. 

Note for conclufion of this point, that atrue Prophet knows 
his liberty, how that all things are law full, but all things are not expe- 
dient ; all things are law full, but be is not brought under the power and 
dominion of any thing ; he may marry, but fo as though he had no 
wife, he may ufe the world, but as though it were of no ufe unto 
him atall; and he may buy, but fo as one chat never intends to 
poffeffe, for he makes no ftore or treafure of any thing that is ofa 
perithing nature, no not of the worlds ordinances of Chrift, as 
they call them, being of fuch nature asare onely comprized 
within the narrow confines of this mortall life, which they can= 
not extend nor draw them out beyond, and therefore things that 
peri(h as bodily «xercifes which profit not. 

So thac whatfoever a true Prophet makes ufé of in the world, 
he abides under fuffering of che loffe of it, and Is disjointed from 
ir,in the enjoyment of it, in point of that fpirit, wherewith che 
men of the world purfue and make ufe of the fame thing, beco- 
ming a pilgrim and ftranger, to whatfoever the common fpiric 
of the fons of men account themfel ves at home in, and is no more 
contra&ed, or affianced unto the things of chis life, then he thall 
be when in refpe& of this mortall life, he isno mere to converfe 
with thefe craafitory things, and affaires. 

Whereupon 


Whercupon he brings in the next words in way of anfwer toa 
-queftion, might arife as thus 3 If the Saincs of God fuffer affliction 


under fo Jong continurd patience, wherein then doth their reft 
— and comfort confift, che an{wer is, 


ee eee ee oe ee ee 


Verles1. Behold,we count them bappy that indure.Ye bave 
beard of the patience of Job, and bave feen the 


end of the Lord, for the Lord is very pittifull 
and of tender mercy. 


~ In which words obferve thefe particulars. 

1. The efteem bad of enduring and {uffering: Behold we count 
them hapy cha: eadure.. . 

2. .A pattern thereof propounded ; Ye have heard of the pati- 
ence of Fob. 

3. Tbe end God aimes a! and attains therein: And have feen the 
eid of the Lord. 

4. The ground & reafon of the effecting and accomplibing there= 
of, forthe Lord is very pittituli and of tender mere 
Cy. 


Irft, for the efteem and account had of fuffering, it is broughe 
in by way of admiration and wonder, Bebold, itis no lefle 
then a miracle, that all happinefle fhould contift in durance and 
fuffering ; for the Saints of God upon true account can fum up 
the bleffed and hapy cftate and condicion in one continued a& of 
fuffering, which allche world is fo much afraid to undergos 
thaeis, chey fuffer che loffe of thaz exercife of (piric in its enjoy- 
ments, whercinsche honour, riches, praife, and proper profperity 
of all A:fh doth contift (naturally confidered) which is the defire 
and fupport «f ali the men of the world, inthe lofle whereof 
the Saints are made partakers of thac fpirie and life of the 
Sonne of God which fprings up and exercifech its virtue and 
power in them, wherein all erue happine fle doth confift and exer 
enfe it {elfe. 
Which all carnall men decline, deteft and abhor, for they will 
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_ mever zccept nor receive Chrift upon his own cerms and conditi- 
ons, but contrarily reje@ and caft him off preferring the pleafures 
of finne which are but for a feafon before thofe riches and treafures 
ftored up for ever in that Son of God. | 

It isa wonder, and miraculous, that affliGions and fufferings: 
which al] men are fo fearful of, fhould be filled-wich the victory, 
joy, and tryumph ofa Saviour: therefore itis thatthe Apoftie 
faith ( being well acquainted with chis point) God forbid thar 1 
foould rejoyoe in any thing fave in the croffe of oxr Lord Fes Ghrift, 
whereby the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. 

Yee all men cannot but have an honorable cfteerm and high ace 
count of an innocent fuffering as having praife-worthineffe 
therein, Behold wee count them beppy tbat endure. Yeatheinte= 
grity of the filver tryed in the fining pot, and the foundneffe and — 
folidity of the gold in the fornace, are precious in the fighe of all 
men. ee 

Who is the man, but when the the fuffering and the fufferer 
feem both to be removed out of the world, will not fecm to ape — 
prove of the work ? Abrabams departure from his fachers houfe 
togotoa land he knew noe whether, and his abode in the fame 
land asa flranger and fojourner, not enjoying a foots breadth 
thereof, asehe martyr Stepben reporte, is approved as an excel- 
lent thing by all now.in our dayes : but would be counted great 
folly, so giveita prefent being ina Prince to forfake his royalties 
to undergo the croffe of Chrift : So alfo his feed going down in- 
to Aigypt, and fuffering hard bondage under cruell task: mafters, — 
with their tedioufnefle and dangerous travel in the wiiderneffe 
enduring fo many cruell affaults of the heathen, and in their en- 
trance into the promifed land, by thofe feven nations greater and 
ftronger then they. 

The difpertions and perfecutions of the Prophets & Apoftles, 
together with ehe fufferings and death of Jefus born of the Vire 
gin, thefe being all taken onely as things paft, turned as into hu- 
mane hiftory, out of which may be colle&ted carnal! experiments 
and policy ; who is the man that wil nor lend an eare unco them, 
and feem to approve them ? yea the very Scribes,Pharifes,and hy- 
pocrits cannot buc trumpet out the fame of the Saints in this © 
point of fuffering,faying, That if they bad lived in the dayes *f ne 

| athers 


es 
fathers they would not have perfecuted the Prophets as they did, but in 
the meantime do nothing elfe but build the Sepulchres of che 
Prophets, by their ereQing of temporary ordinances, carnal go- 
_vernments, humane infticutions, and appointments formed and 
framed from che pattern of the bare letcer of the Scripture, un- 
der which they keep buried, the very {piric and life of che Pro« 
phets, Apoftles,and Chrift himfeif, ftifling thereby the very vircue 
and power of thofe {piricuall and heavenly appoinimente of the 
word of God among the fons of men. 

In thoie eternall extentions and operations thereof, then the 
which, agreater cruelty cannot be attempted or maintain<d 5 
for as the blood fhed in all generations from 4belto Zacharias, 

‘comes juftiy upon that prefent 2g: & people who thus deal with 

the Prophets 5 even fo that compleat power, glory, end preferce 
ofthe Prince of peace, and innocent Lamb of God, which hath 
appeared in any, or all ages of the world, ought ( according to 
the law of cruch, juftice, ard equity ) to be fet forth, made mani- 
feft, and acknowledged in the prefent generation and age of 
the world, whols Jefus Chrift yefterdzy, and to day, andthe fame 
for ever, though the world know hin not, nor will acknowledg 
himftotote, — 

Note for conclufion of this point, that onely the fufferings 
of the Saints of God is an innocent fuffering ; for they do not 
wrong unto, ule cruelty againft, or contradi& any of the 
proper creatures, or workmanthip of God, who is the Creator of 
all things. 

Por howfoever it be true, thae the wifdome and fubtilcy of 
man be the proper inftigator and ftirrer up of all perfcurion 
and cruelty againft Chrift in all ages, yet ic is not that wifdome 
finply confidered, as a work of God, but as it hath through its 
own voluntary propenfity , fuckt in, and drunk up inco ie felfe 
the wifdome and word of God to the corrupting and falfifying 
thereof in it felfe, and thereby doth truly become Satanical,whicis 
condition Is no proper work of God. 

Even as fraile man in rhat way of Chrifl, is become the po- 
tent and erernal fonot God, and not the. proper feed, and off- 

{pring of man. 

So that ig is the fpirit and power of Satan, that the Sainca kill 
M 2 | and 
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and crucified in themfelves, and oppofe in others, where, or in” 
whomfoever it appears, end not any proper creature of God, 
znd therefore the Saints onely are insoeent fufferers, chat being 
all they fuffer for. | | 

Even as itis in the wicked, ic is not che {picit of 2 fimple crea- 
ture which they oppofe and perfecute inthegodly, and kill and 
crucifiein chemfelver, cy he 

But itis the {piric and wifedome of Gad which hath drunkin 
the foule of the creature into it {lfe, through the oul lifying of 
all humane cxcelencies and glory in which, the wifdome and 
glory of God doth confift, fo that ic is the wifdome of Godin 
this a&, which the world oppofeth and perfecaressthe fufferings 
of the Saints therefore are onely innocent, and miraculous, for 
they go beyond the power of any nature confidered oncly imit 
felfe, which ‘(uffering of the Saints he works up into one, asa 
pattern ofall'the reft, and thatis che fecond point.. 


Te hevz beard of the patience of Job, 


2. The fufftrings of all che Prophets are here gathered roge- 
the, and compofed inone, namely in fob, wherein we {ee theli- 
berty of the Scriptures in propounding it {clfe untous either ia 
the finguiar or plural! form, and that in the grace of fuffering, 
wherein the Saints aremade exemplary, for the fufferings ofall 
the Prophets are here gathered up and cenered in one particular, 
namely in Fob, ) Tait, Bh 

For if che {offerings of ail the Saints have unity in one Son of 
God, and be all of like nature, virtue and power in him, then 
hath that one a& of fuffering of the Son of God ( once and for e 
ver ) alike refpe& unto every particular Saint of God, and hath 
iis plurality in chem, being of like nature, virtue.and «flicacy 
wherever it appears ; for whatfoever is in chat great Prophet of 
the Charch, is of one fimple and ecernall 2&, and is as unpoffible 
to carry a differing nature or virtue,as. for God to change in any 
of his excllencies. heres 

For it becomes the Captaine of eur falvation in bringing many. fons to 
glory to be made purfect through fuffering: fo that there aremany fons 
we fce,and yer there is but onc anely fon-{hip, which onely fon- 
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fhip every one hath who isnot a@baftard, and no fon, and isa fon 
only by the vircue and dignity of that one fon-(hip asd nos of a- 
ny other, in any refpr& whatfocver. i 

~ And yer there is but one fon, becaule all bave acc: ffeunto the Fa- 
ther by che |pirit sand therefore ic is that God is {aid to call bis fom 
out of ADgypt, when fo many thou lands of Ifrael marched ouc from 
Pharaoh, being buc one body of Ifral, which is (aid co be done al- 
fo, when Jefvs, alone, afcec the death of Herod, recurned, being. 
tranfported by Fofeps and Adary, as one of no ftrength without 
fupport, agreat ‘ifference in humane reafon between that Infanc 
and chat Army that none ofthe Nationscan ftand before 5 Oue 
in both confifts that harmony whch is in che natures of Cirift, 
therefore ic isa faichfull faying, that if we be dead wi'h bim, or in 
him , we (ball’alfo live in tim , if we'(ufer together (or in unity) 
we [ball alfo reigne in unity , fo that the fuffcrings of Chriftare as 
truly maltiplyed in the Saints as the glory of his reigne and fon- 


{hip iv. 


And vet it is true, that ag there is but one fon, fo there is but 


ome fufferer, for be bimJfelfe bears our fias in bis own body upon the trees 
that is, in his body myfficall, and not in an hiftoricall body, and 


of fuch nature is the tree whereon they. are born. He bore our finnes 
that ir, all chat which is their fin in the worlds account, namely 
the contradicting and abrogating of that law-of the carnall com- 
mandemerit, fanding in ordinances, whichis done, notona 
‘wodden croffe, or gibbec, batin or upon chat tree of righteouf+ 
nefle, where oncly it is found robe abolifhed; that we being dead to 
finane might live to rigbteou/neff? 5 in which. the firipes do confift, 
whereby we are healed. 

So thatthe fufferer is but one compleat and compacted bodys 
the place whereon this fuffering is onely found, is but that.one 
cree of righteoufneffe, namely of the righteoufnefic. of God 

“through the faith of Chrift, where che flefhis onely crucified un- 
to an eternail ftrength, and yet there ‘are many fufftrers: and 
cherefore it isthe voyce of all the Saintes of God thatever were, 
are, or {hall be, ’as one J ytie acclamation or out-cry, writtes 
in their hearts forever, For thy fake are we billed allthe. day long: 
Cthatis, once andfor ever) ad are.coutted as fleep for the flaugh> 


tere. 


We conclude then, that the fufferings of all the Prophets, 
Seers, or interpreters of the minde of God, are comprized in oug 
myfticall and {piricuall Job, and the patient fuffcrings of Job, 
are extended unco, and of anexamplary nature in ali che Pro- 
phete; that is, of a teaching and leading virtue inevery Saint of 
God, tic to be imitated, and worthy to be followed of ali che reft, 
otherwife due honour is not given unto Chrift according to the 
nature and glory of thofe ineflimable fufferings comprehended 
in his myft:call and royall body innocent. 

But heis carnallizedin the do&rine of the Croffe, asin all 
other points, the world deals wich him in che macter of the 
Gofpell, | 

3. Icis taken for granted therefore, in the nex: place, that 
the Saints of God bave beard of the patience of Fob, or che fuftee 
rings of the bated one, as his name fiznifies, of one that endures 
entity againft bimfelfe, as it is faid of him whom the world hates 
even uncill now. Coafider bim that endureth {uch contradiéion of fing 
ters againft bimfelfe, leaft you be weary and faint im your mindes, as 
knowing ic is th: portion of him always, in whomiocver he cee 
ally appearr, 

The word tranflited bard in this piace, fignifies to know, and 
that upon fuch termes ot cercainty, as co become one with che 
thing known, az icis (aid chat Adam knew Eve his wife, not onely 
to be made onein Contra&and E'poufall, as Fof-pb and Mary 
were, who yee nocwithftanding kvow not one the other; but zo 
be made one individuall fuofitance in their feed, having one form, 
and one fpirie and lite in tt, and foche patience of fob: or the 
fufferings of Fob, yea of J:fus, ars know in the Saints of God; that. 
is, they are one entire, (imple, and uadivided a& in bim, and in 
them al/s, bearing the fame forme, coaraining che fame virtue, 
fubje& co the fame reproach by the men of the world, as alfo, of 
like joy, and accepration as of old uacto the god!y, by whom it 
is faid, Rejoyce grea:ly O daughter of Zion, (bout O daughter of Ferne 
falem, bebold thy King cometh unto thee, be ws j-ft faving binjelfe, low-= 
ly, and riding upon an‘Affe, and upon a celt, the foal of an Affe. 

C oniider, the word of God broughe not forth in the begining 
the (un moon, and ftars, or any creature upon-the tace of the- 
earch, co be of one nature and virtue in one age of the world, and 


of 
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of another nature and virtue in another time or age thereof, no 
more doth the word of God bring forth the fufferings of the Son 
of God, to be of one kinde and virtue in one man of God, and of 
another kinde, power or virtue in another man of God, orinone 
age to be really prefent with the Difciples,and in another age to 
be far remote, for they are all one individuall a@in that one 
mulciplyed Saint or holy one of Ifrael. 

_ And fo are the fufferings of Chrift according to the {pirit, in 
the man of fin, and fons of Beliall, which crucifie the Son of God a- 
frefb unto, or in themfelves , putting bimto an op-n fbame : it is not 
onein Pharaoh, and another in Herod; it isnot of one nature or 
kinde in Gaia, and of anotherin Judas; it is not one in the Scribes 
and Pharafces, and another in the wicked Lawyers and Soul- 
diers ; itis not of one nature and kinde io that Antichrift and 
fon of perdition, and of another nature and kinde in the Devil 
and Satan. 

But itis one fimple and etermall a& of that one man of fin, 
multiplied into many Antichrifts, which are now working already in 
the world, according to the power of the Prince of the ayre,the {pirit which 
now worketh in the children of unbelief, unto which Chrilt {peaks as 
unto one, faying, what is thy name? the an{wer implies both the 
fingular and plural! number, my mame is Legion, for we are ma- 
ny. 

For we muft remember that what foever the law faith, it [aith unto 
them, or asthe word ig, in them who are under the law; thatis, 
what foever the law of the {pirit {peaks ; now the law of the {pi- 
rit of life isin Chrift Jetus, according to which he fabmics to the 
will of his Facher (that ancient of days.) in all things, as alo rules 
overall temporary and carna!! power; for thereis nothing in 
Chrift as wherein he fubmits, but iz hath the vircue of authoriey 
therein alfo, and whatfoever this law faich, ic faith icin all chac 
are fubje&s unto the fame, and gives being to whacicutcers, as 
the word did toall things in che beginning ; fochac if it {peak 
of faith in any, ic {peaks without refpek of perfons according to 
hac impartiality which is in ic f:lf:fo that where it ucters faich,is 
is in the powerfull work of faith, asa work wherein the Son of 
the erernall is involved,in whom it hath its vircuc and power : if 
it utter alone, ic thedsic abroadin the heart in the labour of ic 

: as 
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aschat wherein God dwels, who is compofed of ic: if it {peaks 
of hope,ic is nor defert ed, but {prings up in the fouleas that tree 
of life inthe Paradife of God: and it ic fpeak of (affering, iz creates 
the Coffe, not in any other form and virtue, but in chat wherein 
it takes ics Ceing from che beginning, even asic was at the firft, 
with the creation in the operation of the word in bringing forch 
all creatures to exift and have a being. | 

When ic made the Sun, it formed ic in that virtue that abides 
the famein all ages; and fo itis wich all creatures receiving 
their being and virtue by that word: even fo whatfoever the 
Jaw of the {pirit faith,ic gives the fae being and virtue thereun- 
coinal!l chat are under chat law, whether it concerne humiliati~ 
onor exaltation, death cr refurre&tion, the being of the Lord. 
rhe Saviour, or che faved of the Lord. 

For what or in whom. foever it fpeaks, it faith ic to the realli- 
ging of ic {lfein the thing {poken, ana that without exclufion of © 
any one particular, or including any one more then the reft, 
which are found onder the fame law. 

for as unro us there is but one God, fo there ts but one Image 
of that God, which is his wifdome made maniteft in Chiift, 
which is the proper and perpetuated form of Chrift, whereinfoe 
ever héis manifift, and ofall true Chriftianity in all ages of che 
world. J 

We muft cherefore either take Chriff, or a chriffian forme bee 
ing under che law of the fpiric (and then there is no other feat to 
fechimin, but under the domiaton of the flefh, that law of fin 
and death) or elfe che Croffe expreffed and maintain d ccording 
eo that law of che {pirit is the fame in Chrift, and in every Chri- 
Rian in all refpects. | 

or itis that circumeifion made without bands; tharis, without 
any wifdome or ability proper unto, or atainable by man, names 
ly the cutting off of that fuperfluous fore:kin of che fletfh; which 
qs faperfluous to the falneffe of Gods wifdome and power, which 
isthe proper hinderer and obftructor of the propagation of the 
Son of Ged. 

Therefore this circumciffion ir to be exercifed upon every male 
in the family of God (and thas by divine inflicution) that 7s ups 
on every one who have thac mafculine {pirit of che Son of God, 

te 
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to acquit them {elves like men of Ged, by faich,conquering and over= 
| coming the world, tor this circumcilion cnely brings the foule 
of man into a capacity of having the power of God to be exerci-« 

fed therein, in which is that tulnciie and perfe&tion, that all 

things natural or proper co a creature, are altogether fuperflu- 
ous, and therefore it is faid co be Circumcifion, or cutting round, 
fo as no beginning or end of this vircue can ever be found out, for 
it is eternall. : 

Againe, there isalfo the law of the carnal commandemens, 
or the carnall law, and whatfoever that {peake, ic faith ic one- 
ly inthem, andinoallchem (refpeGively ) that are under that 
law. 

And this confifis in carnall and temporary ordinances and in- 
flitutions, fuch appointments as fade and perifhin the ufe, fuck 
as abide not wich man, or he not wich chem for ever; and whac 

this law faich,ic faich icin all and every particular that are under 
che fame 5 that is, icreallizeth ie {elfein every heart wherein it 
fpeaks, forming and framing a work therein according to the 
word gont out;for she word of God {peaks that language in a fi- 
gure,which mans heart naturally {peaks,taking that (by viewing 
it by his own liehc) co be the fubltance and reality of the minde 
of God, in hisincent ; but is but a fhadow, a figure or fignificati- 
on thereof, thereby carnallizing the word by transforming it in- 
_ tothe fimilicude of a creature, andnot into the glory of the Cre« 
_ ator, fo that the imaginations and di&ates of his own heart give 
a temporary forme unto an eternall word, whichis that carnal 
Jaw of fin and death in himfelfe, {ubje@ing himfelfe thereunto, 
—fothat whatfoever the letter faith which kils, it @ichic in him 
who is lirterall, and hath the power of engagement, and binding 
that party over to the onely acknowkedgemenc, and pra@ice 
thereof; and fo the word of God becomesa tormentor unto 
_ man; for ic being held, or imprifoned in this unrighceon{neffe, or 
_narrowand ftrait confines of humane principles and capacity, 
and yet in it felfe infinite and eternal, cannot poffible move there- 
in, Out mult have refpe& unto ics own nature, which is iafinice 
incomprehentible, and eternall, whereby the foule of the creature 
_isfet upon che rack, hanged on che gibbet. laid under an intole- 
rable preffe, caft into the flames, overwhelmed with the flouds, 
| N b ing 


being extended andintangled wich that which is infinitely a. 
bove, as alfo below and beneath, and in all refpedts beyond che 
reach of all hamane abilities, and fo continually devifeth and 
frameth out more ways of tcrture and torment untoict felfe, then 
evermans heart in any tyrant could invent for che fhame and 
horrour of the body. Wee | 
in which refpe& that compleat condicion ceafeth to be the 
ftate and condition, orto be led by the proper principles ofa 
meer creature, or workmanthip of God, and becomes Shedim, as 
the Caldean phrafe is,that is the deftroyer of mankinde,in humane 
and fatanicall. : ; ; 

So that the didtatcs of fuch a heart are the proper fuggeftions 
of Satan, and its operations, the proper works of darknefle, and 
theonely path wherein the wrath of the Almighry treads for e= 
ver. : 

Note alfo, that there isin them who are under the Jaw of 
the fpirit, a dire&t Antihefis unto this expreffed of the wice 
ked. | 

For the fpirit of man being taken into unity with the word, 

and fo gathered up into the wifdome and power of God, works — 
nor moves not but by principles proper unto God, which are of — 
an ecernall and incomprehenfible nature ; and yer the (piric of 
the creature,cannot move, but with refpe& to the precinGs of 
time, in whichit is, but ic goeth forth in and by eternal] princi 
ples, fo that thereiz in the Son of God diftin& operations, yet e- 
very one of an eternal nature and race. 

The one giving delight to the work through variety & change 
of action ; and the other gives liberty, cafe, and freedome unto 
the foule therein, having fo large roome and fo fpacious a {phear 
to walke and exercife it in, the bounds whereof can never be tro=_ 
den out, like the Sun in the firmament whofe progreffe none can 
hinder, nor ftop, or prevent the healch under ics wings from the 
exercife of ic felf; nor can any take out of order thofe fixed ftars of 
ihe morning, that fight from [uch an eminent and noble diftance in their 
cour fes for the deftrudtion of this wicked Sifera, even thofe bright mor- 
ning ftars that fing together, e fons of God (houting for jay in tho fe Nobles 
of Ifrael, in laying of the firft foundation of the earth fo as it (ball never 
ke removed; who are asfar above the power and dominion of 
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Satan,as the heavens are above the carth, out of che gunsfhot of 
being infifted with any corrupt doGrine, or of being hurt by any 
of the tyrannical praGices of this prefent world. 

Such is the ftate and condition of that myfticall body of our 
Lord Jcfas, the diGrates of whofe heart are the motions of that 
fpirit of holineffe and power, and his operations works of the 
Son of God. 

And of fach nature is che law of. the {pirit which isin Chrift 
Jefus, and ofall fuch as are under command,and in the authori- 
ty thereof, 

The Saints then, or brethren of cur Apoftle, know the pati- 
ence of Fob, not at a diftance, but in the neareft coujun&ion;fo ag 
being made one withic, ic being an enticeand undivided croffe 
and iuffering, and is brought in the nex¢ fencence, viz. 


And have feenthe end of the Lord, 


Under the word /feene is comprehended the exercife of all the 
fences which is ufuall in Scripture, as being filled in chem all by 
the Croffe and fufferings of Chrift ; as ifhe fhould fay , yee have 
»feen, ye have heard, ye have taft:d, relifhed and felt the fufferings 
— of Chrift, for bis name is an oyntment poured out, the {weet favour and 
| feent whereof fills the whole bouje ; (o that your hands bave baudled the 
_ word of life in chis point, as really as Thomas handled the humane 
body of Chrift, when be put bis finger into the print of the naylesy 
which fatined him to his Cr offe, tor the confirmation of his faith 5 
of fuch reality is che Croffe of Chrift, as to make us to fee, touch 
and taft for our fatistaction the power and vertue of the Lord, o- 
therwife we can never handle the word of life to minifer and 
ferve in the fame as Minitters ofthe San@uary, and as able Mi- 
_ nifters of cheGofpel , not of the letter, but of the {pirit, for the letter 
_ kills, but the fpirit gives life. 

So that our hearing or knowing of the patience of Fob, mame- 
ly ouc being one with Chrsftin his Croffe, alike as we are one 
with him in any other grace or vecsuc, ‘is thac which opens unto 
us the {cope of the Scriptures : fo that we fee Gode end and aym 
in blefting unto us all carnal] things, is the fame that appeared 
in Job, to give double in that wh ch never failes 3 for we never 
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read of any more Joffe uato 


Job, but as though he were enriched 
for ever, | 


We {ce therefore Gods intent and endin the Croff:, fo asta. 


make it our joy and confolacion, fo that we rejoyce in perfecution, 
in tribulation, and reproach, knowing that Gods end herein is only 
to make his power maniteft in us, for in all the/e things we dre more 


then conquerours, knowing thar our vidtory flands both in being 


the Reicuer, and the refcued : fothat the glory and joy of chem 
both is made oneinus, which no earthly Conguerour can at- 
taine. So that our laughter is that {piricull Z/aac, che joy of the 
whole earth; for howfoever we know our felves (in mans na- 
ture imply confidered ) tobe like Sarab, barren of all the f;uits 
of righceoufneffe, and deftituce of thac immortall {eed of God, 


and alfo our Lord fimply confidered , co be paft age; for being ) 
brought forth and made manifeft in time in one chat is bat of yes. 


flerdays continuance, whoinhim(elfeis that Ancient of dayes: 
Yee the end and intent of the Lord in the conjunGion of chefe, by 
viliting of usin that way of the promife, is the bringing forch of 
Tjaac., according co thaz time of life proper to the Son of God, 
who is the joy and laughter of all that heare ir, {0 as to approve 
of it, and give credic thereunto, according to that unwavering 


faich of the Pacher of the faithfull, who ftaggered not. 


Therefore the end of this Croffe is manifefted to be {cn-fhip 
unto God, asitis faydy My fonne, my fonne, defpife not; that is, ho- 
nour and embrace the chajtning of the Lord, in the cutting off of 
all feperfluity of naughtineffle which mans nature is fubje& unto, 
for the end thereofis that child-like difpofition, being naturali- 
zedunto the Lord.. 


Yea, Gods end herein is to receive and embrace us as his pecu= 


liar ones 5 For whem the Lord loveth he chaftneth , and [courgeth every 
fonne whom be receiveth. 

This is that through which we participate in his holinefe, and 
are poffeflors of-chat integrity which fs in none but bimfelf. 

For hee corre&eth in cucting off all fuperfluous branches, to 
this end that me may be made.partakers of bis boline fe. 

Yea, the end of the Croffe is to inveft us in our filial portion, 
for if you endure chaftuing , God dealeth witb you as fonnes, for what 
fore i he whom the father corredfeth not sand that for this very i 

namely 
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namely to fic him thereby to exercife and bear up his own fp'rits. 
nature, office and authority. 
Such is the Lords end and intent in our undergoing of the 


Croffe, 10 beftow a double portion on us as be did to Job, 


whichis the proper right of the firft borne of Ged, appointed 
by the Law in Ifrael : For where it is faid, the Lord gave fod. 
Ewice as much, che wordis, Added double: The fame phrate is 
ufed by Elifoa, where be difires to receive a double portion of 
the (piri: of Eliab, or that {picito’ partition, whereby co divide 

ordan aright, as his Matter had done before him ; the word pro- 
perly fignifies the mouth exercifing the part of two , which is the {pi- 
rit of Prophetic confidered in adouble or two-fold refpe& ; that 


je, asitconcayns the (picit of interceflion, in laying open and in- 


rerpretting the ftate and condition of man-kind- before God from: 
which the Saints are freed and delivered ; a8 alfo the laying open 
bs fore the fons of men the ftace and condition of the Son of God, 
apening and interprecting that to which we are delivered, both 
thefe were in Fob; the one fignified in his praying for his friende,. 
chaethey might be delivered from unrighteou(nelile ; and the o- 
ther in the names given to his dsughters , declariog his prefent 
joyous, and delightfull condition. Likewife che {pirit.of Pro- 

phefic Is fignified unto ur,in that he feeth his feed unto the fourth: 
generation 3 which number foure hath in ic the myflery of the 

ctenfion of things, asin the gathering of the ele&t from the fouc 
winds, or foure corners ofthe earth; fv alfoin that four times 
ten, or forty dayes faft of Chrift, his continued a& of obfinance 
from the wayes of fin and death is fiznified, asin chai fourtimes 


ten, or forty yeares travell of Ifrael in the wildernefic, declares: 


che Saints fight and acknowledgment of the works and wayes of 
the Nations, in all their performances, to be unto them as a bare 
ren, dry, wild and. way lefle wilderneffe for ever. Likewife Gods 
vifiting of the fathers upon the child-en to the third and fourth 

eneration of them that hate him, is for ever; for whoat he hates 
once, he hates for ever; which vification the holy man Fob feethe 


his {eed freed from by the fpiric of Prophetic in'this eftate and, 
condition of his reftauration, and eternall enriching by God in. 


way of this double portion. 


For.as the office of Kingdome and Prieft-hood are.theinhe-- 


ritance 


Titance of the firft-born in the family ; fo alfo is this double por- 
tion in Prophefie, or moxth performing the part of twaine; chacis, — 
he hach the mouth to perform the part of the fonne of ( Man) 
namely in exercife of the fpirit of God in interpretting and lay- 
ing open the flate and condition of all flefh, and by the vertue 
and authoricy of the high Pricft of God, which is done not un- 
to terrour, griefe, or controverfie, but unto peace, joy, and re- 
conciliation with God, asone that is entered within the vale. 

And thas the mouth and breath of prayer is opened and 
drawn out with boldneffe before the Lord at the throne of grace, 
as coming in that name and authority of Jefus Chrift, who is a 
Pricft for ever after che order of Melchifedech. 

Againe, in this double portion is che mouth of the Sonne of 
of God exercifed as from heaven, opening and interpreting un= 
to the world the mind of the Father in that ftace and condition 
of Jefus Chrift, freely offering and making tender of the love, 
bouncy, good will, and mercy of God unto the Saints; and this 
is done in that Princely {pirit , and bouncteous riches and libera- 
lity confifting in the power and authority ofa King, which 
things are comprehended in the righc of che firft.born, and are 
the portion of Jobin this his reftauration, wherein we feethe 
end of the Lord, andin whom the ftate of all the Saints is pers 
fonate and involved , and no other end isaymed at, or effected 
by God in all the fufferings of the Saints, but to give in exchange 
for cranfitory and vaine things , a” inberitance mortall and undefi- 
led, which fadeth not, referved for us in beaven, or in che height of 
of that eftate and condition of the Son of God. For che confire 
mation whereof, he brings in that argument propounded in che 
next place, which is the fourth point. 


For the Lord is very pittifull, and of tender mercy. 


To pitty, fpare, orto be indulgent, is to refraine from impoe 
fing any penalcy or burthen , it is to forbeare to vex in the leafts 
“even ag not in pittying or {paring a perfon or a people, is to ex- 

rcute deftra&ion to che uttermoft; This picy is «xercifed inthe 
pirit of Chriftianity, and of Chrift, as when she fonne of forry 
man is acknowledged to be fuch, as there needs no other weight 


but 


but his own proper propenfity, to caft himfelfe down unto death 
for ever ;norany other fubtilry bus his own to intrap and en- 
{nare him unto the will of Satan for ever, then only do the com= 
paflions and picty of a father move upon chat heart, fo as to adde 
no forrow thereunto, | 

Againe, to pitty or commiferate, is to redeem, releafe, and de- 
liver from whatfoever might annoy or difquiet the party which 
is fubje& to diftreffe ; therefore ic is fayd, that in bis love and pitty 
he redeemed them, and bare them (as out of the reach of any harm ) 
all the dayes of old. Katy 

So that when che heart declixeth the help ofall creatures, a8 
infufficient to lend a hand from any of their proper abilities to 
help or refcue out of trouble, and that wretchednefle whereunto 
all fleth is by nature fubje& ; chen doth the pitty and compaflion 
ofafather, as being author of al] tenderneffe and compafion, 
move upon that foule, effe&ting Gods end by fuffering of che lofs 
of the abilitie and power of the creature : For when Fob abhor- 
red himfelfe, as being but duft and afhes, chen the Lord ftirs up 
himfelfe to releafe him not only from che biccernes of his friends, 
but repayrs all his loffes with the right and priviledges of the 
firft-born of God. Such is the cenderneffe and pitcy of the fpirie 
of our good Shepheard, gathering the Lambs into bis arms, and car- 
rying them in bis bofome , and gently leads fuch as are with young , yea 
layes dowene his life for bis flocke : And this is the ftate and conditi- 
on ofall fuch as find them felves fatherlefle in refpe& of any love, 
pitty, or compaflion exercifed towards them by the {pirit of the 
world, of whom it is fayd, Ajbur (hall not fave us, we will not ride 
uport horfes, neither will we fay any more to tke works of our bands, yee 
are our gods, for in thee the fathers find mercy. 

For he is nor only pictifull, bat of cender mercy , whereby the 
day that {prings from on high hath viftted us: Or that morning Sunne 
which is che light and glory of the world is rifen up upon us, to 
give light co fuch as otherwife fitin darkneffe and in the fhadow 
ofdeath, even that light of profverity, joy and gladneffe, peace 
and plenty , whicharifeth out of the light and inheritance of the 
firft-born, unto whom the fall inheritance belongs, with what- 
foever the Father was, is, or fhall be, in.all his enterprizes and o- 
perations.. 


For 
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For the nature, office, and operation of che San of God is ours, - | 
through thefe cender mercics, bowels, and compaffions of aFa. | 
ther which cannot wich-hold from an only Som, not only frees 
ing us as amercifall high Prictt, from all evilland fin, buc as a 
moff bouatifullaod liberal! King, (upplyiag and furnifhing us 
with all good ; for if we fee the end of the Lord in our (affering 
the lofle of corruptiblerhings, weare fare co feel che tend:r mere 
cies of a compafiionate Father, communicacing himféelte with us 
in all the things incorruptible and eteraali, without which heis — 
not, and therefore is ceafed to be mercy and tender pity inthe 
world, that fo as a Facher is in bis Son, he may be what he is only 
in us : Whereupon he brings in aneminenc and univerfall prohi-- 
bition, backed with anexhortation, together wich the danger of 
not obferving the fame, contained in the next verfe, 
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Verf. 12. But above all things my brethren {wear not , neitber by 
beaven, neither by theearth, neither by any other 
oath ; but let your yea be yea, and jour nay nay, left 
you fall into condemnation. 


Wherein obferve thefe particulars. 


1. The necefity and weight of the charge, inthefe words ; But a= 
bove all chings. : 
2. A loving infinuation to move unto obfervation; My brethren, 
3. The charge it felfe, or inbibition ; Swear noc. , 
4. Aninflarice in particulars not to be {worn by, that is 1. Noe 
by heaven. 2. Not bytheearth. 3. A univer {all com- 
prebending of ail things contained iu them both ; Neither by a- 
ny other oath, 
5. Anexhortation confifting of affirmation and negation ; But ler 
your yea be yea, and your nay, nay. ? 
6. The danger enfuing the not obferving hereof; Left you fall 
into condemnation. 5 dee eukabal . 
A ND firft of the charge, Swedre not. By {wearing in this 
£% place is meant any Covenant, Contrra&, or betrothing un- 
loathing, ascobe engaged as fudfervant thereunto ; that is, 
3 when 
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‘when we are obliged and bound over, as being under the aucho- 

rity orcoummand of any thing furcher chen itis foundin, or fer- 

‘ying unto the compleating and {ecting forth the myfticall bo- 

dy of Chrift, chat fon of eternity. 

Nowa tnan is under the command and power of a thing when 

he waites thereupon, fo as to obferve and anfwer to the time and 

opportanity thereof. In the rejeGtion or negle& of any other 
thing, which might take up the opportunity , and hinder or ob- 

Mru&thecine, whereby thathis Commander might be defrau- 

ded of its intereftinbim , whether it be office, dignity, allpance, 

relation, flothfulneffe, or operation. | 

And ficft for office and dignity throughout the confines and 
government ofa Kingdome, they ought not to captivate a Chri- 
ftian, bac muftbe fubfervanc to the kingdome and call of Chrift, 
who!e kingdome is not of this world, or things therof. 

Whin did Abrabam chat high facher of the world, Ifaac and Fa- 
cob, who were beyrs with him of the fame promife, fettle and e- 
‘ftablifh their Scepter in any part of the earth, as tyed by place 
_and office there, and were not as pilgrims and ftrangers, ftanding 
in readineffe as that righteous one of the Eaft, to an{wer Gods calls, 

and to follow the Lord at bis foot , who made the nations as ftubble unte 
bia {word, and as driven ftubble unto bis bow, ) 

_ Orwhere did Mofes, King in Fefburunn, pitch his Tent to make 
his abode longer then it pleafed chat cloud of wicneffe co exercife 
its abode upon the Tent, being ever ready to depart with the moe 

tion thereof. 

_ ’ Which bore wicneffe in ics two and forty removalsin the wil- 

-derneffe, to thofe two and forty g<nerations, or refurre&ions of 

| Chrift, from Abrabam to the wombof the Virgin, az alfoto the 

_ over-fhadowing of the Virgin by the fpirit of God , in that con- 

_ ception of the Son of God, from all chefcorching reys and fun- 

_ thine of mans glory and fubtlety in thas day-time cf our falvati- 

on; asalfounto that fiery light of che fpiric breaking forth in 

Ifrael, through that Croffe of Chrift, as ina night fo dark and obe 

_ {cure unco the nations. 

And to what people or places were any ofthe Prophets of 

God, or-Apofiles of Jefus Chrift tyed, or engaged, by any t mpo- 

Sary or terrene band, except imprifonment by the adverfary, that 
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fo the veriue of che Croffe in its courage, conftancy, and Princely 
refolutions, might appear and make i: felf evident. % 

Or were the Judges and Law-givers in I/rael tyed to dayes, 
times, feates, and circuits, as men mzking merchandizes of meng 
eftates, credics and lives, chat in cafe an Oath be bidden andgi- 
ven inexchange, delivery muff be made without controverfte 5. 
and many times the caufe is as currant, as when the frongeft ca- 
ries away the purfe on the high way , though a poflibilcy may be 
to finde out the falfhood of the oath afterwards, when there ig 
left no hope of redempzion : And as for that mercinary and bel- 
ly- god-like bond, to be engaged to places and people under the 
names of Paftor and Teacher , to evadeche troubles and travels — 
of Prophets and Apofiles. Let that fuffice which hath already 
been fayd, only let fuch look themfelves as in a glaffe, in that. 
young man of the houfe of Fudab, and yet a Levite, joyned unto. 
their congregations, as he tothe family of Mica. Read Fudg. 17. 
and let chem read the effe& of their Miniftry in that ftrange kind ~- 
of Levite, who is of mount Ephraim, joyned untohis Concubine — 
of Bethlebem Fuda, according to what it brings forth between Ben- 
jamine and Ifrael, {ec forth untous, Judges the 19. and 20, Chap, 

Againe, in point of family, as in kindred and relations, the 
words of Chrift holds firm , and are to be valued at the fame rate ~ 
we fet upon him: and he faith, He that for fakes not father and mo- 
ther, wife and children for my fake and the Gofpell , is not worthy of — 
mie. 

And againe, He that bates net father and mother, wife and children, 
brethren and fifters, yea and bis owne life alfo, he cannot be my Difciple. 
The reafon hereof is, becaufe all naturall relations brought unto” 
the highef pitch which they tendunto, is to idolize the thing, 
by fetting ic in che place of God, requiring a due refpe& and ob- 
fervation thereof inthe negie& or contempt of what ever might — 
hinder the promoting thereof, which cannot fland wich a due ob- 
fervationand refpe& of that relation, as itis ordered and ererni- 
zedin Chrift, but muft make a nullity ofic ; for the coming of 
Chriftin all things % glory to Ged in the higheft, and not to the 
things of che creature. 

When the man called by Chrift, defired firft to go and bury bis fa- 
ther, that che earthly relation may have chiefty, and come in a 
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fiuft place, Chriftanfwers, Let the dead bury ibeir dead, follow thou 
me.3intimating that chefe relations are dead,and are co be buryed 
unto us in the call and relation of Chrift, 

_ For Chrift is about his Fathers bufineffe; nat when he attends 
on fofepb and Mary, but when he is difputing and convincing the 
Doéors of the carnall Temple at Feru/alem. 

But earthly relations in their proper intent ( wichout which 
the life of ic is let ous ) ever fet chemfelves in she fr place ; for 
what is a Husband ora Wife, unlefle they make each other the 
higheft pitch of their love, which is the pointed up pinacle, 
which the Devill fets Chrift upon according to the flefh, wherein 
the ftrengch of his semptations confifts ; and where it takes > it is 
the prefumptuous finne, which our {pirituall David is freed from; 
for who dares not to love wife and children to the higheft poynt 
thereof, without feare of finning , being the proper finew to tye 
them together, and the life-blood in the veynee, to pive motion 
and agility in all conjugail refpedts , makiog each other the ob- 
je of Gefires, hopes, obfervation , diligence, care and motion, 
that nothing, no not life it felfe {hall hinder, or be thought too 
deare to maintaine the credite, comfort, and Well-being of one 
another. 

And here it is to be noted, that when the Scriptures take up a= 
ny of the Creatures in their nature, relation, operation, or in a- 
ny refpe&, itis not done but with refpe& unto the wifdome and 
{piric of man, for whofe ufe all things were made and are > and 
that to declare thereby either the myftery of God , or the myftery 
of iniguity, or both. 

And that allufion cannot be ofa capacity to fignifie unto us 
the mind of God wrapt up therein ( whether a thing terrible co 
nature or lovely ) unlefle wee extend ic unto the farcheft poynt 
_ which it intends or inclines after, and chat is Satanical} ; a8 for 
_ example, whenit cakes up a Lyon to expreffeit felf by, a Dragon, 
- Tyger, Wolfe, Leopard, Beare, Fox, or Serpent, we muft look 
unto the proper purfuit of the creature to the ucmoh extent of 
_ his difpofition and pra&ice; which being centred in man asthe 
_ {cope and intent of all Gods works, it muftbe found there in the 
| Greateft crueley, fubcilty, and tyranuy, which is no lefle then the 
Devil, that roaring Lyon, feeking whom he may devoure. 
| O 2 Againe, 
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Againe, wen ic takes up lovely relationg, as Hasbind to wife, 
aud wifero Husband, Father to tun, and {on to Father, we mot 
carry chem unco thae poinr. which miture depraved pur{ves in 
this world ( Fer in the Kingcome of God'there is nether marrying nor 
givi' gin marriage ). and then it idoljizech the party Beloved, fetsiz 
in the place of God, and fo becomes an idolatrous affeGion, yea 
itis that love of the world which is enmity with God, having che 
fpiric of the Serpent ipvic, and therefore to be haced. 

Por ic (wears and engageth unco the things of this world, con- 
erary to thecharge of our Apoftle given in chis place 3 and ioisa— 
crue meta} shor, andin way of diffinilitude, or anticbetis, holds 

iG pi ‘eportion with the things of God, and fo ficly fers ous 
the nature of the lovelof God in che Saints. 

W bof temporary relations, or lives are not deare unto iWehn 
for the caufe of Chrift, in mayncaining taofe that‘are reall and’e- 
ternall in him : and in this crue fence of the height and incent of 
them, are all babes for Chrift, endino bond at all to binder chem 
in their courfe inthe promulgation of the Gofpel.. 

For where find we any of the Prophets or Apoftles of Chrit 
efiangled with wife or children, friends or famlics, a8 a tye to 
hinder them in the purfuit of the things of God. Indeed the A- 
pofile faith, Have not we power to eate and to drinke, to lead abouta 
fifter, a wifes and power-not 10 worke as other Apoftles' brethren of the 
Lord, or in brother: hood of that Lordfhip over all things: Yet 
did they practice or defiftin doing, or notin doing thefe things, 
anly as the progrefs and propagation of the Gof; el might be fur- 
thered and promoted thereby. 

Buticis the policy and praGice of the world to adjure & con- 
jure things fo cogether by humane tyes and bonde, knowing that 
all carnall relations flye for refuge untoa Diabolicall engage- 
ment, even as every {piritual relation fyes to that bond-and oath 
of God.. 

For thereby the {pirit of the world fets perfons- and places to- 
gether, toclaym mugnall intereft to the negle@ and vilifying 
of that bond of the fpiric whichis in Chrift, proftrating them- 
felves co the fervice and ufe meerly of each other. 7 

But the doGrine of Chrift faith on this wife 5 Yee bave beard that 
it hath been (aid of old, thou (halt not for fweare thy felfe ; but I fay unto 


JOU, 


yom, (weare nt at all 3 that is 3 take mot 4aNn ergigenent upon thee, 
io as to fubmicunto, or be at the fervice and command cf any 
thing whetfoever 5 thats, not che proper fate, place, office, rela- 


tion, operation, ur condition, as it is founded in Chrift, or con- 


ducing thereuntc. 
By which, anrdin whom we are made Ler! of all things, end 


fo fubjr& co none befides him alone : For of him, and through bim, 
and for bim are all things, and to him the glory of all appertains and be= 
Therefore it is, That the fabboth is made for man , and not man for: 


the fabbotb , for the fonne of man is Lord of the fabboth. Aud hence ir 
made for the man, and not the 


ge that it is (ay, that twe Weitian Was Wecce 
mar for the woman chat is, all things more weake and effeminare,: 
whatfoever they be, are made to be fubj:&, and of che fervice of 
hat matculine (piric of the man of God, and not the man of God 
to be {ubje& co any thing which hath not the ftrength and autho 
rity of the Son of Godin it. 

Now in that Chrift was not made an high Prieft bat by an- 
oath,. and yet gives Ri charge not to {weareat alhis we are to 
confider wherein an oath doth confit, which the Apoftle to the 
Hebrews defcribes in a two: fold refpedt, that is, the oath of God, 
and the oath of men. The cath of men is never taken in the way 
of Chrift, but without the oath of God he exifts not 5 the oath 
of God is never taken in the way of Antichrift, buc wichout the 
oath of man he never wat. 

And firftfor the oath of God, weareto confider the fpeech of 
the Apofile, where be faith; That when Godm de or built the promife: 
in Abrabam, becaufe there was not a greater to (weare by , bee (wore by 
bimfelfe 5 where he transforms the promife into the oath, making. 
them as one thing. 

3. For the Promife of God the Covenant of God, and the Oat. 
of God, are but one intire a@ or ftate of theSon of God, only 
differ in variety and reall diftin@tion of glory.. The promife be- 
ing Gods voluntary and free tender of himfelfe in Chrift, toge= 
ther with mans acceptation in a voluntary and free return of 
thankfulnefle : It isin God voluntary without compulfiom, free 
without any reftraint in himfelfe, or defer in man ; Icis the ten-- 


der ofhimfelfe, elfecould nos-have in it che bounsy end benigni-: 
ty of God.. 


And: 


ae F 
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And ic is accepted by manina thankfall acknowledgment 
thereofin Chrift, which is voluntary, without compulfion ; for 
alll the Son of God is not compelled to acknowledg the bounteous 
x |= liberality of the Father, and it is free withous reftrainc of him- 
1h felfe, for he makes acompleat furrender of himfelfe unto God, 
and without any defercin God : as confidered in the vilification 
of the fpiric in the men of the world » wherein is no defert, or 
chanks worthy atall buc in him(elfe, and exalcation of the fame 
fpiric in Chrift, moft worthy of all renown and acknowledge~ 
mente, as the author aud giver of all things. * 
¢ Even as the unworthineffe of man confifis in that flate of the 
exaltation of che flcfhin the man of fin, or men of the world, bug 
23 it is fubmitted unto Godin Chrift ; fo the man Chriftis he, to 
whom of due defert every knee fhall bow, and congue confeffe the 
worth and dignicy of that Lord Jefus the man of God, and Savi- 
cur of the world. | 

2. Again, for the Covenant of God, itisa mutuall and conju- 
gall engagement of God and man in the faith of Chrift, where- 
by they become mutually and reciprocally at the fervice and ofe 
ofeach other, for therein is that {peech made good and fulfilled ; 
The man hath not power of bis own body, but the woman, neither bath 
the woman power of ber own body but the man, God vouchiafing unto 
the Son of man all that help and glorious fupply that isin him 
felfe, and man bringing forth, and making manifeftin himfelfe ‘ 
all chofe glorious ¢xcellencies and vertues which are in the Son 
of God, and fois due benevolence given with refpe& unto all 
conjugall duties appertaining and belonging unto that holy Co- 
venanc and Contract in that Efpoufall of Chrift Jefus che Son of 
God. 

3. The oath of God is the immutability and unchangeable 
condition of this eftate of our fpirituall Abrabam, taken 
inco the promife and hopefull expe&ation of God ; taken in- 
to the Covenant and prefent enjoyment of God ; taken into the 
oath of confirmation, and uachangeable eftate and condition of 
the Son of God, wherein itis impoffible that. ever God fhould 
faile or forget himfelfe, as not to abide and remayn the fame, fo 
that he {weares by himfelfe, wherein Abrabam is a party , elfe it 
cannot bean engagement , and (0 is involved in the fame condi- 


tion 


~ 


i 
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- tion withGod; for where it is {aid ( God {ware by bimfelfe ) ig iz: 


word for word, If I bleffe thee not ; chat is, if chou be not bleffed, I 
am not blefledneffe my felfe: Therefore he faith, Surely in blefing 
Twill bleffe thee, and multiplying, I will multiply thee; that is ,.if L be 
blefied, then thou art the fame ; if | be multiplyed in my vertues 
and excellencies , then thou alfo art and doft the (ame. 

Note from hence, that a Chriftian and God-like oath, never 
{wears by a thing greater then he that {wears ; for if he do, he di 
vides himfelfe from Chrift, divorcing himfelfe from God in fal- 
fifying the Covenant, in adulcerating that holy and perpetua- 
ted bond. 

Aad therefore he adda the oath of man to be fuch as {wears by 
a greater then himfelfe, which is to make God and man to be two 
eftates and conditions, which is that which hath ever made a 
nullity of Chrift ( whois one ) and holds the fouleina ftate of 
unbeliefe, andis properly that oath which God {wearsin the 
way of his wrath, which excludes men from ever entring into 
his reft ; in the one man is in the oath, bus nocaufe original! of 
the unity and contra& between God and man ; and in theother, 


| God is a party in the oath » but no caufe or original] of that 
_ breach or feparation from God, exclufion out of the land of the 


living, or undergoing of wrath: The onc is the fhutcing of the 
gate of heaven unto the world by that clofe and undivided eftace 
of God and man, being the {ame conditicn 3 she other opens the 
grave for the Rebels in the wildernefle, that Hades, and fate of 


death, by feparating God and man from being the fame exiftence,, 


and fo ever look after 2 greater then them{elves ; for the obrayn- 


ing of whom, they return back in their hearts into Egypt, feeking 
- fhelter and protection in the power and aushority of the arm of 


fleth, exerciling ic felfe in the men of the world. 
It ftands the world upon therefore to maintayn engagements 
between creature and creature, as the intent of the word of God, 


and fo in all things to havea refpe& to one greater then them= 
felves, which muft be another, and not their condition, which is 
theonly ftrengthning of the arm of flefh, and buckling of the 
joyncs of the kingdome of darkne(s together, to become their on- 


ly refuge. 
Even as ic doth the Saints of God, to maintayn God and man 
te 


to be one and the fame condition in Chrift, in the knitting ropes 
ther of chat myfticall body ot Chiift, ia the perfed fupply of every 
part unio a perfect mar, and fo make chat undefiled and all-fuff- 
cient Son of God the only place of cheir refuge. ete 
“The oath of man is framed by the wifdome of min, andis the | 
very top and pinacle of bis prefermens and perfection. ame | 

And the oath of God is framed by the wifdome of God, being. 
_ thé mafter-piece of his work, the beginning or head of his Creae_ 
tion. x 
The wifdome of God is his counfell held, or advice taken with 
fraile man, arguing from caufe to effect, and from effe& to caule, 
concluding both in one individual act and being; che refalt pro-. 
verly fpringing out of divine nature which comprehends all 
times , concluding man together with ic felfe in the fame condi-. 
tion, and that upon fuch undenyable principles, as cary in chem. 
the bond of an oath of the moft higheft and moft eminent nae. 
ture, which che Apoftle calls the oath cf interpofttion, becaufe, 
chat in this ftateof Chrifihe comes between the blefliog and the. — 
curfe, in fuch fort that nothing of true happineffe can poffibly, — 
paffe by, or transfufe ic felfe into the eurfed condition; for the, 
vertue and excellencies foringing owc of divine nature, being che 
glory of the engagement, all chings tending to happineffe repayr_ 
chicher, and gather themf{elves into one there, evenasalllightis 
gathered into che body of the Sun, and is all che feale and fignet. 
ofGod to confirm all true happineffe to take its beginning and. 
mike its abode chere for ever, being an immutable thing or word 
abundantly declared in all the heyrs of the promife, , 

Again, the wifdome of man is that counfell held, and advice 
taken with the excellency of God , arguing from caufe to «ffec, 
and from effe@ unto caufe, ever conclading a diftance in the one 
from the other,the refulc properly fpringing out out of mans na-| 
cure and aptitude, which mouldech things in the precin&s of. 
time, and concluding God to be concerned in the ching, as being, 
the caufe of all caufe, and fo argocsa diftance becween the caufe. 
and the effe@, God being before as the canfe, and his word after; 
wards as an effe@; the divine nature in Chrift, before from eter: 
nity,the humane after in time ; bue che Gofpel isa myftery, an 
fuch argument is naturall and humane, to make God Ce 

an 
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and man in time : but the Gofpel eternizcth man in God, and 
mak<e God in time, in the fon of man. 
2. This wifdome ar gues a diftance in place, of caufe and effc&, 
asthe vercue of our fal vation isin Chrift asa cavie, being only 
| fuch a perfon as lived in iuch an age of the world only , but the 
efic& is in a Coriftian, being another, which is a meer humane 
fpeculation, and no myftery of the Gofpel. 

«43. Again, ic argues a diftance in point of eminency, and prin- 
-cipality , as the cauie being mor¢ principall, and che effcc& leffe 
| principal], as though the birth and bringing forth cf the Son of 
God in the royalty of his operations, were nota thing of like 
worth and dignity that the conception and framing of bim is, 
_acedrdiiig to that pattern of the law of the {pirit,feen only in the 
‘Mount. 

_ © Sothae this wifdome ariferh from , and carryeth in it princi- 
ples undenyable co kcep a dftsnce and loof beeween Godand 
man, and therein the poinc of unbelief confifts, which is the face 
of death, in which che fon of God is made a curfe in the men of 
the world, 28 man is msde a bicfling in the Son of God in Chrift: 
_and this aifo is an oath of interpofition 3 for hereby the Son of 
God b.ing made a curfe for us, inierpotech himfel'e between the 
curfe and the bl: fi.d flares So as nothing bearing the nature ofa 
- curfe, fin, death, or any unhappinefle can pafle by , or defufe it 
_ felfinio that happy ftate and condition of Chiift; but all accra&te 
it felfeunro that which hath fo vilified and made a nallicy of the 
Son of God : and this is an immutable word or thing, even the 
word and ftace of the curfe v hich abides for ever, which God ex- 
_ plains and makes maniteftly to appear unro the heyrs of Promiie, 
which ftand vpon this ground of the impoflibility of God, to lye 
_ or faile to remayn and be for ever, that which once he is without 
_ alteration or change ; therefore in thefe two immurable words 
_ ef bieffing and curling, or immutable things of the face af death 
_ and she ftate of life, God hath founded our falvation, that wee 
_ might have ftrong coniolation, as the Apofile reftifies. 

And this wifdome or reafun of man is aga feale co confirm the 
fowlein irs feparacion and diverfe from Chrift, bring chac fignes 
_ the high Priefs and Pharifees (‘ct upon the ftone which covers the 
Sepulchre of Chrift, end keeps bim in the ftate of death in the men 
: P of 
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ofunbelief, that his glorious refurreCtion is not found in the 
mex of the world from the beginning thereof unto this day, and 
is a principall produ& of the Schools of humane Learning ; for 
the more refined reafon is vyoyd of the fpirit of God, and the clo- 
fer tyed ta Grammar-rale, in conftructing the word of God, the 
more are fuch fealed up in the word of the Curfe, fo chat you 
fhall feldome fee a great Artilt embrace the fimplicicy of che Gof- 
pel in chat Crofle of Chrift. 

And with re(pe& co the oath of man, Chrift faith in a word 
for ever to be obferved, Sweare not at all; which our Apoftle ace | 
cords with in tikis plac, faying, Above all things my brerbren fweare 
not. | | 

Note fronsa hence, that he which holds him{elfe under agream - 
ter bond to utter truth, having taken the oath of men, then he 
is withoue the fame, who never knew what the power and vertue 
of the oath of God is, ripe 

And if the weightineffe ofa caufe require an oath, and not re= 
quired in a thing of Iefle moment then mea hold the preaching 
of the word of God, eicher to be bt a triviall thing 5 oreife why. 
do they not tender an oath to the Minifter when he goeth about 
to fprak thereof, . 

Note again, chat as men hold themfel ves under a greater bond © 
have caken che oath of man, then they are withoutit ; even fo 
when they are inveft-d into offices and places thereby , they ac- 
count and reckon of theméelvcs as being better, and of greater” 
account and efteem then others of their brethren, the fonnes of 
men. 

To conclude this point, wide is the difference between the 
oath of God andthe oath of man ; the one forms and fets in place 
and office the Son of God, the other forms and officiates the fon 
of perdition. | 

The one {wears the Lord liveth in him, in truth, in judgement, 
and in righteoufnefle, and onely glorice therein, and the other 
fwears the Lord to be another ching, flate, and condition befides 
himfelfe ; che one (wears with Facob, by the feare of his Father — 
Tfaac, revecencing the ftate of I/aacto be one with God as Abrae 
bam was, and che ocher {wears by the God of his Father Nabor the 
idofater, who ever worthips that which is acknowledged to bea- 
nother, and not himfelfe. The 
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- The Saints are ever to {wear in the name & authority of God, 
bus never to {wear by the cach of men; the world ever fwears ia 
the name and authority of men, but never in that name and au< 
thoriiy of the Son of God, . 

2. The weight of the charge therefore is to be confideredin 
the nexr place in chefe words, above all things fwear not; We con- 
clude then, that ic is a thing of greateft worth and weight in 
Heaven orin earth, never to {wear by the oath of men, buc to 
receive our authority and confirmation in all things by the wif= 
dome of God, and not by the wifdome of the world, for the 
one invefts as a fonne into the Preifthood, and way of reconcili- 
ation of Godand man; and the other asa flave and vaflal of 
Satan fecs in the ftace of death, crucicy and wrath, in che fepera= 
tion from God; therefore of greater weight and concernment 
then all chings betides. 

3- Confider the cerme he gives them, my brethren; as if he 

fhould fay in more words, except yce be of my fraternity; chat 
is, of che proper off {pring and bro: herhood of the Son of God 
( fib of bis fi-fo, and bone of bis bone ) ye will never yeeld over 
your teiv:s unio this inhibicion,nor obferve this charge given by 
God, for none but the off- {pring of G.d wil difingage chem felveg 
from the language of tis world famed and contrived according 
to the reafonings thereof in the wifdome of man, no more then 
there is any to be found but the feed of the Serpent chat will dif- 
ing:ge, dirjoynt, and dif] .cate chemfelves from the language and 
oracle ot God, contrived and utcered by that wifdome ot Gsdin 
Chrift; prove your telves therefore by this, whether you be che 
brethren of Cheft, belo ging to one and the fame Father, pofl. f= 
fore of che iasne inheritance, for othecwife no hei: thip of heaven, 
no fhare in thy tender compaflions of a father, no virtue nor grace 
of the fpivic, no crown of lite laid up, onely for them that waite 
for, and love che reality of Chrifts appearing, in the vanifhing 
and not appearing of all corruprible things at the brigh«neffe of 
his glory alone, in what thing, relation, or a& focver they 
may icem co flandin, untous, foas not tobe engaged unto 
any of them 5 tor explanation whereof he gives an inftance 
What we ave not to fweare by ; firft particularly, and then univer- 
fally 


P 2 1, And 


1. And ficft, we are not to fwear by heaven : By Heaven, or | 
height, as che word imports in this place, is meant Principalities, | 
powers, dominions, the rulers of the darknefle of this world, — 
Which the Apoftie fliles ‘piricual! wickedneffe, or wicked fpirits 
in hgh, or in heavenly places, fuch as are eminent and glorious | 
in the eyes of men, according to the jadgement of humane wif. _ 
dome: now the Saints of G-d are nor to fiveer by any of thefes 
for however che oath of man {wears by the greater, yet the oath 
of God which is onely upon :he Saints of [fiael caanot be bya 
grcaier then himfelfe, fo thathe is not engaged to any of thele, 
bucaliare fubfervane unto him, and heis zbove themall, fox he 
is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, as ic is w:icten upon his vefture, 
and upon his thigh or loincs, a3 in his Arengch and ornaments of 
his power and authority it doth appear, therefore Chri gives 
the reafon why we are not to (wear by Heaven, becaufe faith he, 
it is che throne of God : Now the throne is at the fervice of him 
who firs thereon, and not he to be engaged co the throne: fo that 
the Principallicies and powers of worldly Governments, are the 
very throncs or chariots, wherein the Son of God fits for the ex- 
cecution of his wrath on the world, and they all! ftand ingaged to 
be at his fervice, as that proper matter, and inftrument, wherein 
the wrath of the Son is kindled, and exe: cuted. 

For there is a throne whereon Chrift firs to rule with a rod or 
{cepter of Iron, wherewith he breaks to peeces asthe fheards ofa 
potters veffel, as well as there is a great white throne, that from 
the prefence ofhim that fits thereon, this heaven and earth which 
are not to be {worne by, do fly away, and no place for them (in 
that dominion) is to be found. 

Por Afbur is the red or {cepter of bis anger, and the ftaff in their hand 
is bis indignation; unco thele high places che Saint of Ifrael is not 
to b¢ ingagéd, for they areall fubfervanc unto him ; and rhence 
ic is that Nebuchadnezzar that great King performed that peece of 
ferviceto Daniels friends, for che deftru@ion of fach as were his 
immediate ators therein, for the manifeftation of a miraculous 
deliverance through the appearance of the Son of God in his 
powerful) prefence with his people, when as they would not 
{wear , or be ingaged to the authority and power of that high 
piace, or great King ; the like was in Pharaoh, whole vee 
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feared, not becaufe he faw bim who is unfeeable 3 and in Herod 
whom Chrift looked upon asa Fox fitter to berake himieticco 
the holes of the earth in his carnall power and policy, shen co 
hinder him.in thac worke che wifedome of the father of ligh s 
had preferibed bin ; in the doing of which work he desics his 
mother to have any iaterctt in hia ,in chat way of che earch, fay- 
ing, #’emin, what beve Ite do with thee, my boure is not yet comes 
thatie, my cimeis not to come under any carnall command, 
or aucharicy whatfoever. 

Note in this point how contrary the pra@ice of the common 
miniftry of the world is, in feeking to be ingaged unto earthly 

wer, as to fit under that fhadow and proteGion, as their onely 
defence, having confidence therein, as though there were no o- 
ther-fafety 5 fo chat if they can bat fland (with accepration) by 
the elbow of agreat man, and watch for anod, or a beck, to fig- 
nifiea permiflion to give thankes, pray, or to preach, they coune 
ix their cheif honour and hapineffe, and take it for a proper in- 
{piration of the {piritunto them, and fo icis of that f{piric where- 
by they are led. 

og. “The fecond particular by which we are not to {wear, is the 

earth; Neither by the earth : The word tranflated (earth ) fig- 
nifies a bale degenerate ftock, fuch as in the judgment of man are 
as perfons illegitimate, not being borne or brought forth unto 
che excellency, and defired privliedge of che Sons of menin, and 
of the world. 
” -Thefe we are not tobe ingaged unto, or to fwear by, whether 
in refpec of the fate and condition of perfons, or of any thing 
bafein the worlds accoune; the Saint of Iirael is not co be caken 
as bound over, or ingeged unco thefe things, a8 for their defence, 
government, fupply, reliefc, releafe, or redemption and delive- 
rancein any refpect , fo asco be reqaired, and laid claime unto 
by the world, as their-right dae, orasa debt 'from-his hands, no 
more then Satan can lay claym unto any thing, that is in-Chrift; 
for the Son is free from paying tribute unto theworld in,ail.the 
children ofthe kingdome, onely as time, place, neceflityy, occafi- 
on, conveniency,: 2nd expediency gives and frames a fitneiieand 

portunity thereunto: fodo the Saints a&, or refraine from 

ating in all chings which the {piric of the; woxld ingagesh ic fclf 
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anto, a8 being bound and yet moft free 5 that iz, they are all firms 
ly bound overin themielves for che liberty and propagating of 
the Gofpel of God, and they are free likewife from whatfoever is 
out of chat ftace and condition of che Sonne of God, from yeil< 
ding any triduce, or being any Way fo ingaged, as that it fhould 
make any true challenge, orlay any claym or title unto tiem, 
no more then that rich man could lay claym coche fervice of 
Lazarus {o much as to bring him one drop of water co cool hig 
tounge. | | 
Chrift renders a reafon why we are not to {wear by theearth, 
namely, becanfe itis Gods footftool; fo the enemies of Chriff 
are faid tobe made his foorftool, by the Péalmiit; for as the 
powers of the world are as che throne for the exe-cife of Gods 
difpleafure, fo in the exercife and execution thereof , they are 
troden down under his feece, a8 fach as are of bafe cond. ion and 
off-(pring whereon his feet are fet, as being vi€tour and corg i= 
ror of nem for ever, theretore the promife is, Thou (halt tread «pon 
the Lyon, andthe adder, the young Lyon and the Dragon (halt thou irume- 
ple under feet. | 
3. Inthe third place, the prohibition is of univerfall excent, 
comprehending all things concained in c'is heaven and earth ag 
is de{cribed, in which heaven che ations, relations, and conftitu- 
tions are multiplied, asthe heavenly bodies in the viiible-hea- 
vens arejin their conftitutions, motions, operationssand reipe&s, 
which are innumerable. | , 
The things ot che earth alfo, in their feverall forms, kinds and 
virtues are all comprehended in thefe words, Nvitber by.any o- 
ther oath 5 the world therefore ints exalted and troden opon 
eftaces and conditions, are as ful of varievy)in the.one and in the 
other, and with reipeG toesch other, asthe heavens and the 
earth are, which are here elegantly alluded unto, and yer true 
Ghriftianicy is tree from being ingaged toany thing (ir felfe one 
ly'excep' ed) not confifting of any nor of all chem ; tor the Son of 
Ged not having a greater {wears by himfelfe, and isingaged to 
none befides sthe ‘piric.and dife of true religion is ingaged.to 
nothing but it felfe, andiunto that upon oach wherever it ap- 
ars. : | | 
‘And pura veligion-and-undefiled:before God and the Father, is tovifite 
2030 the 
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ibe fatherleffe and the widow ( according to their neceffilies ) and to keep 
our feluzs unjpotted of the world; chaciry ic giver ourit felfe and 
yecids iuficicnt fupply oncly co the facherlefle, name!< to fach 
as are caccff from that raceand flock of che men of the world, 
and fo are without father, as Melchizedech is, and ever was, and 
wili be, and in thac refpe& che Prophet faich, For wilh thee the fa- 
therleffe tiey finde mercy, who are not propzgaied, and borne of 
fizfh, nor of blood, nor of the will of man, but of God, for that which 
is borne of the fiefhiz fi-(b, but that which is borne of the fpirit is 
pirit. 

The ftace of the widdow alfo religion fupplies and is ingaged 
unio as co ir felfe, whoie covenant and contra@ with the things 
of thie life is broken, and aleogecher difulved, and made voyd, 
who arc come to that age and gravity of che Gofpel, as of threce 
{core years and paft, chat is paft bringing forth according to the 
wifdome of rhe flefh, who are {ach widows that bring forthin 
that kind, as the Apoftle faith, wax wanton and will marry ; that is, 
enter into contra and ingagements wich the things of the 
world through their divorce fron; Chrift ; Religion is in no fort 
obliged unto fuch, bat onely to the modefty and gravity of the 
former. 

_ And therefore it is (aid, to keep it felf un{potted of the world, 
it makes ir felfe immaculate and undefiled, by che eftcanging of it 
felfe from the proper operation of chat fpirit of the world in all 
things ; for ic neither cates nor drinks, marries, nor yet gives in 
Marriage upon the fame grounds and principles which the men 
of the world do, in fo much that Chriftianity is chat Virgin-like 
Efpoufall which conceives and brings forth by thac fpirit of pu- 
rity not found elfewhere but onely in is felfe, which the world 
flumbles at more then Fo/eph did at Mary, before God refolved his 
doubt, when he concluded to put her away, and co have no fel- 
- Towhip with ber, which all the worldnot caught of God pro- 
ceed unto, concerning the Saints of God, as ingaged thereunto 
by that fpiric of uncleanefle, whereupon. our Apoftle brings 
in the next point. 


But 


- 
° 


/ But let your yea be yea, and your nay nay. A mag 


ye . 


That is, whacfoever you acknowledge your felves to be inga- 
ged unto affirming it to be yea, lec that ingagemenc be acknow- 
ledged to be alwayes, and in all things the fame without denyall 
thereof in any thing wheceinfoever it may be concerned ; asfor — 
inftance ; if ever you were ingaged to God & norhing elfe,aa men- 
for the moft part acknowledge traditionally they were in the 
creation of the ficft man Adam ; or if you acknowledge that here= 
after you {hall be ingaged onely to him and no other if you ¢ane 
not make this yea; that is, to bealways the fame without any 
negation at ail, icisnot che confeffion of faith, no true profeffion 
of Jeius Chrift, yea ic muft be concluded upon, and acknowledge 
both in the precer,prefenc, and tucure tence, or elfe ic is not pure 
religion and undefiled betore God even the Father, becaufe o- 
therwife itis norrhe ingagemenc of the Sonof Godin whom 
alone all purity doth confift 5 3OF if any chicg 9 af eny time, or 
time it felfe, tor one moment, interpofe becween God and man, 
betereen che Father and the Son, itis noc th at-uniry end taith of 
the Son of God who never admits of any time, or any thing to 
interpofe becween the Father and him(elfe, in chat fubfifting uni- 
ty of his. 

a. This exhortation is laid down in way of negation, let your 
may be nay 5 chat is, ifever you finde a tir.e wherein you deny 
your felte to be ingaged to Satan, either in your creation, or in 
Gods determination, or if ever you expe& atime, or way, and 
means wherein and whereby you fhall be difingsged unto him, 
and shat fully and perfcGly, then let your nay be nay; thatis, 
fet ic be refolved uponthat you were never ingaged uato him, 
neither are,nor ever {hall beat mo time, norin any reip &, elfe it 
js not that difingagement of the Sonne of God ; for Saran never 
cameto finde any thingin him, bearing the leaft rin@ure of bis. 
nature, orthat held any correfpondency with that evill one in 
any refpect. j 4 Lu 

Bur | cannot but wonder many times, when I think of that 
proteffion of Chrift which is made inthe world, which for the 
moft partis of fuch things as themfelves cannot but acknow- 
7 ledge 
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ledg were never found in Chrift, as ignorance, pride, errour, ab- 
fence from God, felfe-love, enmicy, difobedience, unbelief, and 
‘the like, at che leaft the relicks and remaynders of chefe to refide 
inthe ftace of Chriftianity , noc knowing that cthefe things areto 
be confeffed , upon chat condition wherein the Sonne of God is 
transformed by the woridunto, and in ict felfe another thing 
then by nature.he is, in which confeflion there is the vertue of 
«ranfmiflion of all fin and unrighteou{neffe into its proper place, 
‘even as in che acknowledgment of the righteonineffe of God, itis 
tobe tran{micted into the ftace and condition of Chrifft, or elfe it 
isnot an acknowledgmen: and cont:fhion o' fairh, 

And fo fin is confeffed upon the head of the Scape-goat to be 


the people of God ; neither is he nor it that is the goate, nor the 
fin in that true refpe® found in Ifrael any more, and fo fin is fee 
on its probafe and place of its perpecuall aboad not only in time 
tocome, but paft alfo ; that is, in Babylon, in the land of Shyner, 
the place of confufion 5; wherein note,,hat che ftri&teft order come 
ipofed by the wifdome of man ( which is in truth and fubftance 
confonant to the letter of the Scripture ) men being tyed there» 
unto asa rule to walk by, is that proper confufion of Badell unto 
a Chriflian unity, becaufe it makes man the fore-runner, and not 
the Lord Chrift, who only enters within the vale, where the true 
oracle is uttered even as it is true, that when the will of God ace 
cording to the law of che fpirit, is che moft diftin@ly made ma- 
nifeft, ic appears to be the only confufion in a carnall mind, be- 


(elf wich all ics ornaments. 

Note here, how neceflary it is for mans wifdome to moderate 
it felfe in che making of Lawes, and binding men under penalties 
to take them as rules for all to walk by, 

_ And here we propound a gueftion , whether one La:v of God 
de not of like weight as another ? for that diftin@ion of the fi & 
Table being more eminent then che fecond, is meerly humane ; 
for doch not Chrift center both in two commands, and affirms 
them to be of like weight: and the Apoftles bring all into one, 
faying, love fulfils the whole law: Sothat the two Tablesdo 
‘each unto us the unity of God and man, and chat both a-cor- 
| Q, ding 


carryed into the wildernefle which is defolate and wayleffe unto. 


caufeitlayes waft thofe proper principles whereby ic adorns iy 


-= 
5 


Fj 
eRe ee 


[114] 
ding to the letter of the Law, and alfo of the fpirit, and cherefore 
the Law is broken by Mo/es at che foot of the Mount, as confide- 
red in the Leviticall Priett-hood, exercifed in the Rebels in che 
wildernefie, andthe Law is preferved and kept by Mofes in the 
Arkeunto this day as the Scriptureaffirms, as ic is exercifed in 
that way of che Spirit, in. Fofbuab or Jefus, who leads into the 
land as chat Captain of our (alvation. | 

Buc however che queftion flands concerning ftri€tneffe of Law 
in two commands of the fecond Table, which are of the fame 
weight and importance to every Chriftian, the oneas the other, 
and that is che not killing , but prefervation of life, and she not 
commiccing of adultery in the prefervation of chafticy. | 

Is there not then alike care to be had, and provifion made for 
the prefervation of life, in refpe& of its exiftance and being, as 
there is to preferve chaftity , chat fo man may appear in honour 
and temperancy. 

If there be alike care tobe had in both, then I demand how 
it comes to pafle, that men make alaw to execute death upon 
thac fa@ of aduitery, which reacheth unto the very Embryon, and 
unformed {ubftance of man in the womb, that fo they may pre« 
vent a Baftard-like brood, and that impure and incontinent con- 
verfation of men in the world. ; | 

Why are they not alike carefull to ordaine andexecute a law 
upon men, in cafe man and wife know each other, when there is 
no poflibility of conception, whereby che life of man feems to be 
deftroyed and cut off, as confidered in the very fame capacity and 
principles, and fo upon the like ground murder committed. 

This cafe may feem co be the very point of Chriffs argumens 
brought forth by his pra@ice againft che Scribes and Pharifces, 
who ftood fo ftri&ly upon the letter of Mofes writing, when they 
brought that woman taken in adultery unto him 3; who in pre= 
tending the fulfilment of che Law, out ofa malicious fpiric feeke 
to enfnare the Son of God, to kill him, and put him to death, 
which murthering litrerall (piric of theirs he convi&ts them of, 
and acquits the woman, in chat double a& of his, in writing on 
the earth, having re{pe& unto the writing of the two Tables of 
fone, fignifying unto them that Killing Jetter bearing {way in 
themfelvez, whereby they foughc to take away his life, rane 

enh 
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then the womans, by putting the force and dignity of the Law - 
to ftand in carnali and fl<ihly obfervance, and foconvided them 
in his firft weiting upon the earth, ag haviog broken the Law, as 
Mojes did the firit Table; and therein their confciences accufe 
them as guilty ot murder, and {o they abfent chemfelves from 
Chrift. 

And in his fecond writing on the earth, hee fignifies that law 
of the fpiric, which is for ever kept and preferved in himfelfe, 
wherein is tound no condemnation , but an acquittance from all 
fin and unrighceouinefle, and therefore the wonijan e{capes with- 
out condemnation, when none but Chrift, according to that law 
appears with her, 

A Commentary mighe be writ of this poine, but thus much 
only as clofely as may bein way of caution , co prevent men in 
their fo confident protccutions, formed from the letter of the 
Scripture, as they picce-mezle it out of the wifdome of man > lek 
it prove no better in concluiion then the wifdome of che Serpent; 
thac whi' ft hey encice to the eating of the fruit of one tree, bea 
caute of the tairneffe and benefit of irs they do not corrupt and 
dcRroy another in ¢hemfelves in fo dolng , bufore they be well a- 
ware of it. 

Forit foch mens wifdome and wills had taken plaee in the 
dayes of Fudd and Thamar, they would have made abreech in the 
Geneology of Chnft: And if chey fay they would have topped 
execution cll the children bad been born, then. they would not 
have ftocd co the glory of the Laws which after it be trul y difcers 
ned, flends in feleritas inexequendo. 

Wee are then to attend ihe mind of the fpirit of God in thie; 
namely that our yea be yea, and our nay, nay, wherein the (cope of 
the Scriptures do confift,being che flace of man-kind with refpe& 
unto God, which is in one a@ and for éver, and notin the rela~ 
tion of any one Creature or Creatures,wich refpe& unto others = 
that is, to amy meer creature or creatures > which may now be 
Jea, it #, and immediately nay, it is not: but in Chriftit is nor {05 
who ss the end of ali law, the fcope of all relations, and the very 
end which all operations drive at, & prefle unto, as he is crucified 
according to the fleth. orelfe accosding to the {pirics in which 
refpe, yea emayne yea, and nay remayns nay, both in the way of 


Chriff, andin the way of Antichrift : So that he that tcacheth a. 
nother thing tobe the intent and meaning of the word of God, 
whae ever ic is that may one time be, and another time not be in 
the fame fiace & condition of man-kind confidered, that is a do- 
&rine under the flate of condemnation: Therfore he backs it with 
this argument, Left you fail into condemnation. The wo:d tranflited 
Eeft, is not fpoken as afuppafition, but as an abfoluce affirmati- 


on, You dre fallen into condemnutisn : Asin the Prophefie of Ifaiab, 


the words of Rabjbekab are, Left Hezekiah deceive you: For which 
in the book of Kings is writcen, Hezekiah deceiveth you. Soalfo 
where one Evangelilt faith , Left the people faint in the way. Ano- 
ther rehearfing the fame ftory , faith, Tbe people will faint in the 
way, a8acertain conclufion thereof 5; and fo ic is here, Jf your. 
yea be not yea, and your may, nay, you are not fallen into condemnati- 
on; therefore Chrift af as, that whatfoever is more ( of the very 
fame point ) a of that evill one, chat ts, of the Devill. 

Weareto know then, that fuch Dodrine as teacheth, chat it 
was yea, that certain Angels, and alfo man were made in happy 
eftate and condition, but afterwards it was nay, for the fame 
ftate and condition became evil. It was yea, that Chrift dyed, and 
afterwarde ic was nay, he lived again in the fame refpe& that hee 
is fayd to be dead, according co the fcope of the Scriptures : Al- 
fo thaticis yea, the Saints of God are fianers ; but hereafter is 
fhall be nay, for they (hall have may fin ; in the fame re{pe& confi- 
dered further, ic is or was yea ; that the wor(hip of God is or was 
tyed to fuch a form, according to the intent of Scripture, but ic 
is or {hall be nay ; ic eicher isnot now, or hereafter fhall not be 
cyed to fuch a form as ichath been, or nowis, according to the 
intent of Scripture, 

Doérine of this nature ig more then to let yea be yea, and nay 

e nay, foric makes the fame thing co be both yea and nay, which 
che Apoftte affirms to be the word of God , Mot but it is yea and A- 
men, the fame for ever in the word of Blefling, as alfo in the word 
of che Curfe. 


This do&rine vhen is thac way of the fall, and defe&tion from. 


God brings men under the ftate of death and condemnation, a8 


here our Apoftle afficms,and hath not falvation and life by Chrift 
contained in it, : 


/ 
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Weare not ignorant of the manifold objeGions which may a” 
rifein mens hearts, backed by carnall Miniftry in way of mans 
wifdome, drawn from the letter of the Scripture, which we have 
not ceafed to fpeake unto as the Scriptures have given us oc~ 


cafion. 
Wee thall here propound two, and fpeak a word to cach of 


them. 

Firft, the fall of man, which as it is carnallized feems to inter- 
pofe fin becween God and the ele&@ for atime. 

“Secondly , the confeffions of the Saints of God of a miferable 
condition for prefenc. 

To the firft we anfwer, that there isa miferable defeQion from 
God, and alfo a happy gathering up into unity with God , both 
with refpett unto man- kind, and no other creature whatfoever 
in heaven or in earth : And as for that DoGrine of Angelsin that 
acceptation the world takes them, it is a meer fiction brought 
forth by humane wif{dome,brooding upon the letcer of the Scrip- 
tures 3 for there is no ele&t Angell which confifts not of the fame 


“nature which the Angell of the Covenant doth, which is Chrift 
Jefuz, God and man, in one fubfiftance and being. 


And again , if there was a finin the fall of Angels before the 
fin and fall of man, how could the Apoftle confeffe himfelfein 
chat faithfull faying, worthy of all acceptation (or to be embra- 
ced of all the Saints fo as to acknowledg the fame ) That Gbrift 
Fe {us came into the world to fave finners , of whom I am chiefe 5 or as 


the wordis, Jam the firft : So that if there be a fin-before the fin of 
man, howcan man be fayd to be the firft finner 5 this do&rine 


therfore makes voyd the trath of the Scriptures in every founda- 
tion thereof. 

We granc then that there is an abfolute and reall change both 
in the Son of God, and the fon of perdition , but what change ig 
from that firft a& of the manner of the being of each of them once 
and for ever, without other mutation or change otherwife : 
That isto fay, in the Son of God ; the wifdome proper unto a 
creature is in the firft a& and manner of his being changed and 


transformed into the wifdome and principles peculiar to God 
him(cife; and this eftate is, and abides the fame for ever whichis 


Chriff the feed of the woman. . 
| [ Again, 


Again, in the fon of perdition, the wifdome of Godis changed 
and transformed into the wifdome and principles peculiar toa 
creature, and chat in the very firfta@ and manner of his being ; 
and this eftate is, and abides for ever the fame, and is Antichrift 
that feed of che Serpenc , yea that very Serpent che Devill him. 
felfe. | 

Even as Chrift is not only chat feed of the woman, but alfo 

that {pirit which over-(hadoweth her, even God himfel fe. 

Furthermore, the word of God never expreffed ir felfe, but asa 

word of wifdome 5 theretore it is faid by the Pfalmift, O Lord bow 

_ manifold are thy workes, in wifdome haft thou made them all. So fayth 
Solomon, The Lord by wi(dome layd the foundation of the earth. And 
the Apoftie fayth, Chriff is the wifdome of God, and thé power of God. 
Theretore out of him chere is no wildome, fo chat there is no 
expreflion of the word ot God, or any exiftance of the work of 
God, but with cefpe& unto Chrifl, therejore the ti: ft words and 
workes manifeft:d by God inthe Scriptures ig the preaching of 
Chrift, whichis the glad tydings of faivation, the Gofpel of 

. God, which was never Known, nor ever thal! be, bur in the death 

and returre&tion of Chrift, and. that through the tender of bimin 
whom the day {prings from on bigh to vifite us. So that in che traming 
of heaven anid carth in the beginning , this mercy-feate is ereCted, 
whereon thofe two Cherudims do ftind 3 the death and refurree 
&ion of the Son of God, and from this mercy-feate, and trom 
between thefe ewo Cherubims the word of God is ever utrered, 
and did never in any ocher way exorefle ir felfe in the world. 

Therefore the life and refurre&tion of the Son of God in his 

Saints, and his death and defcention in men of the world , do 
f.cz each other, as he-lding proportion, and being of like capaci- 
city, even thoietwo Cherubs of mercy and Juiftice diftributed 
in Kingly authority , where «ver the mercy-feate is {et up in the 
publication of ihe Gofpel ; and this life and death holds propore 
tion in poyne of time fo as never life nor death were ever before, 
Or (hall be after chem. 

The doG&rine therefore of Angels and manin a ftateofinnoe 
tency, and yet out of Chrift, being changed from that which 
they were from thebeginning, is no do&rine favouring of Chri@ 
in the Gofpel, nor word of life and falvation. But only as thofe 
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fayings of old of the Scribes & Pharifecs, which our Lord Chrif 
fo carefully correteth , as fuch as weve corrupters of the Law, 
walking according to the oldneffe of the Iecter , and not in the 
newneffe of the (piric, for argaments of that nature are not con- 
fiftant wich che do&trine of the Gofpel, and faith of Chrift Jefus. 

For to affiem chat manis fometimes in Chrift, and fomerimes 
out of Chriftin the fame individual, is all one to afarm, that 
the Sonne of God is fometimes in favour with the Father , and 
fometimes out of favour wich him ; which is no leffe then to fay, 
thac fometimes Chrift the Saviour of che World is srue God, and 
-fometimes he is n0 God, and then no Saviour at that time at all. 

And note here for the conclufion of this point , chat the do- 
&trine of the Gofpel is not yea and nay, but yea and Amen, ence and 
forever. Thacche Son of God never was, nor is confiderable, 
knowable, or {peakable, but in the compleatnefle of his my ftcall 
body ; in che contriving and device whereof, the wifdome of God 
doth properly, yea folely confift, for all other things point as 
with the finger thereunto:So ehat to deprive Chrift of chat work- 
man{hip at any time, firft or laft, is to deprive God, only and in- 
finitely wife, of that his wifdome, then the which greater Sacri- 
ledge cannotbe. What change therefore may be concluded to ap- 
pertain and belong unto the Son of God, the fame alfo belongs 
unico the Saints of God, and that is once for ever. 

For as there is but one death of Chrift, fo there is but one 
change as one erernall a& : and as death is eonfiderable in a two- 
fold ref{pe&, fo is the change, and are of the fame rife in point of 
time paft, and of the fame race or duration for time to come. 

No marvaile therefore though men cannot calculate the 
sime when Angels ( according to their Do&cine ) were created, 
Sewnen che Devil! ( as they form him ) took his beginning and 
rife. 

But a word of the next point obje&ed againft this eternall Goj- 
pel which that Angell that flyes through the mic/t of heaven preacheth, 
being at a like diftance from every part of ic, all things being be- 
yond comprehenfion, and heis alikeneare unto all, for the midft 
of heaveen ie the center of che world, where al! points of the hea- 
vens meet and unite chemfelves in one. 

And this fecond Objedion confifts in the Confeffions 2H the 

aints. 


Saints of God, and isa confirmation of the poynt, for which — | 
we wil! inftance in one for all, and that is the Apoft': Pasl,whois — | 
{sid to-be fir a Saul, and afterwards a Paul; who firit breathed out 
flaughters againft the Saints, and afterwards payers, Bebold be prays A 
once fayd to be the cbiefe of fianers, and againe not inferiour to the 
chiefeft Apoftle of Chrift : once a perfecuter of the Church, and afcer- 
wads a Preacher of righteow{neffe in the conftitution of the Church : 
once a bla/phemer, and afterwards utters the bigh prayfes of God: 
once engaged co the high Prieft of that carnall and degenerate Sy- 
nagogue of the Jewes, by lecters received to execute their enmity — 
on all tha: call on the name of Fefus ; and afccerwerds fo engaged to 
the Saints ot God, as to be facrificed, or poured out as a drinke-offering 


upon the fervice of thear faith. ay 
To which weantwer ; That whatfoever is faid of this holy Apoftle — 
in point cf evill with re{ped unto that vitious and depraved nature of man, | 
it is fpoken of bem only as perfonated in that corrupt courfe and condition — 
of the carnall Fem, fo as to declare and fet out unto all the world that 
fick and race of which by nature be comes, even as all men {pring out of 
the duft , which is the proper meate of the Serpent wherewith be i nou: 
rifo-d ana kept alive according to the flz(h, and according to the proper bent. 
ana propencity thereof brings forth nothing but enmity , corruption, and 
fubralry. : 
For ic is duft and Gods image which are the materials of mans 
being in his Creation ; for there is the {eed of mans wifd: me asa 
creature, as well as the feed of Gods wifdome as a Crearor, 
which twayn are mayntained for ever, or elfe Gods workman- 
fhip {hould faile and come to noughe ; but itis co abidein both - 
re{pedts , and that in the height and eminency of each of them, © 
which could never be in one and the fame fubje@ undivided, for 
they are inconfifant ; therefore man-kind cannot be known but’ 
with refpe& unro feed and generation ; and fo thefe are borh 
found in their height in Caine and Seath, who is fecin Abels. ftzad, 
and in them the whole work is brougbc co light, which before’ 
lay but asin the Chaos or Embryon in the man and the woman, | 
fo that neither is to be annihilated : No man (hall kill Caine, a mark 
is fet on him by God, as a feale to confirm his life co the flefh, rhe 
very princs and chara fers’ of hamane wifdome turning it felfe” 
( as feale to the wax ) to che word or wifdome of God: So that 
wh as 
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a3 the Sun which hath dominion of the day,and the Moon having 
dominion of the night, fhall never faile, but are thofe faichfuil 
witncfles of heaven : fo che fight of Gods wifdome bearing rule in 
the day of ialvation : and the wifdome of man as that other great 
light ruling in darkneffe over all thofe Lucubrations of the men 
of che world, are thofe faithfall witneffes of Gods mercy and {e- 
verity for ever. 
Paul therefore fets forth himfelfe ; that is, what he and all men 
are with refpe unco that wifdome exercifed in chat legall, and 
literal worthip of fach as put Chrift to death, namely the car- 
nal Jew; thereby declaring unto all men from whence, and from 
what the word of life hath refcued and delivered him, in whom 
the flate of all the Saints is perfonated and involved, for the 
‘word of God ie not of that narrow {cantling and capacity as te 
center it felfe only in one particular man, but ictakesin all men 
that belongs unto that proper inheritance which it intends in its 
expreffions. 
The fcope of the Scripture then in Paul asin all other of the 
Saints, isto preach Chrifl, and centers not in any particular 
man otherwife, and fo declares from whacheis changed, as he 
‘is man ¢o be made the holy one of God for ever: Nos that Paul 
_ was in any time of his life of that corrupt and carnal fpirit of the 
‘wicked Jew; for blafphemy againft the {pirit of God thall never 
be forgiven: Alfo he faith ofhimfelfe , that he was called and 
fanGified from the womb, and that hee faw Chriftas one borne 
out of due time, or as an abortive ; that is , he reckons him(elfe in 
the wifdome of God (which gives him his being , and makes him 
to be that which he is ) as one born out of time 5 thatis, before 
all time, for no time can comprehend that ; and as one that ne- 
_ver faw the Sun, thacis, the glory of the Creature, to place an 
excellency therein, but only in chat light which thined round 
about him in the way to Damafcus, 
So that we may not give thefe execrable things any being, or 
time,or abode in the Apoftle of Chrift, no more tt en we can give 
unto him to be a fervanc of fin ac that time when he faich, So thers 
tnmy mind I my {elfe ferve the law of God, but in my fleh the law of 
finne, whick thir gs are incc niiftant in one individual! fubje%, 
Por the word of God is an eternal] word, and expreffeth not 


[ '22 ] : 
+6 felfe Duc wich refpe& unto an eternall a& 5 ic is nota tranfend 
and moementany thing,when ic faith of Chriit, Lam a worm andne 
man, anobjedt, a {corn, a bubble, a vapaur, a vanity, anothing 5 to bei 

the belly of bell, and in the beart of the earth, to be out up, and cannot ger 
out; Tucte chings are not momentany exoreflions, and tranfient| 
ats, for the word and work of God is no fuch thing accordingl 
co the true and reall incene and operation thereof : Buc ihry are 
reall manifeations and declarations of what che world hath ree| 
aily made of the word and wiidome of Gaudin themfel yes. 

And fo are thefe expreflions of Paul crue manifeftations , what! 
the condition of a carnal! Jew is, and bow they deal with Chrift 
the wilgome of God, and ever wilido In whomfoever he ap- 
pears 5 from which fpiric thac gloricus change wrought once 
and foreverin Chrift, hach fieed all che Saints, and fer chemin 
the liberty of che Son of God, which o:herwife are no better, bus 
by nature the fame wich others. 

So that it is rot creation of man in being made one with God, 
wherein bicfledneife doth properly coniilt; but icis thac genera- 
tive vei tue of che immortall feed, bringing forth unto God, to- 
gether with that a& of conjun&ion , whereunco crue blefledneffe 
is annexed ; therefore Chriitis cruly fayd co be made, and alforo 
be begotten. 

For out of that a& of Creation in the unity of God and man, 
not only the wifdome of God makes ic felfe manifcftin giving 
form unto Chrift the feed of the woman , but alfo thac wifdome 
of the creature, namely of man, which gives form to the Serpent, 
who was more wife then any beaft of the field which the Lord Godhad 
made: And thacis the feed of the Serpent fo brought forth, that 
is, inconfulting wich the wifdome of God from humane prin- 
ciples. 

This isa faichfull faying then of Paul, and worthy to be em- 
braced’ of all men, fo as to urter the fame language, That Cbrift 
Fe sus came into the world to fave finners, of whom I am chiefe : For he 
that cannot acknowledge himfelfe to be the fit or chiefe of fin- 
ners, that is to fay, in his grand Anc«ftor being made one in that 
a& of Creation, as he comes ofthe earth, and fo in that way of 
the unbeliever is the firft perverrer of the word of God to deftru- 
&ion, chough in himfelfe in his proper fubfiftance in the way of 

| eon the 
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che generation of the Son of God, hee is once and for ever freed 


cherefrom, in that deliverance made by Chrift: fo that it is none 
of his inheritance or portion, otherwife no man can ever ace 


knowledg himfelfe to be bleft and pofleffed with the firft and chief 


rightequineffe that ever was, namely that righteou{nefle of God 


in Jefus Chrift, nor know himfelfe to bea firft-born of God, an 
_heyr of the promife, and an inheritance of life chat lafts for ever. 
And fo we come to the fourth part of the Chapter, contayning 


that fruitfu'l and wholfome benefic, which {pring from the death 


_ of Chriftin all true Chriftians, the fir ft whereof is layd downe ia 


che next verfe.~ 


oe 


Verf. 13. Is any among you afflicted, let bivs pray ; is any merry, 
let him fing. 


V - 7 Herein we are to obferve a two-fold propofition , layd 


VY down interrogatively, together with a two-fold anfwer 


_ given thereunto. 


The ficft whereof is this 5.9 Malis T 
4. Is any among you afficted, let bim pray... Hd 
‘By affiGion in this place 1s meanc dimini(hing or weakning, as 


che wordimports, and fo Pharaod afflicted I/rael in Agypt, to 


_ weaken and diminifh them , left chey fhould growin multitude, 
| and fo wax coo ftcong for him, and his people: but God makes 
_ufe of that his dealing with them, to incceafe and multiply chem 


exccedingly; for shat which weakens men inthe worlds account, 
proves through Gods device to be the frength and, power of che 
Sainzs of God. : 

Therefore our Apoffle puts us. upon this queftion ; Is any among. 


| you offlitied ? Being thathe had told chem of what nature thedeath 
of she Son of God is inthe godly, namely to bereave and difpoil., 
them of all the ftrengeh, glory, cxcellency , and goodlinefle of. 
-man,, fo aa ic becomes as the withered griffe, or decayed flower 
ofthe field, when che fpirit of the Lord breaths upon it; yea, 
though they be weakned and diminifhed in all fuch refpe&s, {0 as 

| they havenothing of chat natureto:truft or betake themielves, 
unto, which can fand chem in any lead, 


R 2 As 


ign 

As if hee (hould fay, hath the Gofpel and word of the King. 
dome made {poyl and prize of all chings among you, or in you? 
hach ic routed and Jayd you waft of all {ach tranfitory wayes and _ 
perfun@ory worthips as the carnall and liccerall Fewes dc. com. _ 
monly boalt chemfelves of, and comforc and content chemfelves 
in, of which Paul fayth , If any man might boaft of , be much more, . 
circumcifed the e:vbth day, of the ftocke of I/rael, of the tribe of Benja- 
mine, an Hebrew of Hebrews, as touching the law a Pharifee, concern- 
ing zeale, perfecuring the Church , and touching that righteoufue/s which 
is in the law blameleffo : And where (hall we finda Chucch extane 
in chefe dayes which {peaks by any other fpiric chen this, which 
runs in the fincke and channell of fuch«xcernall-and-exerinficall - 
inftitucions, ordinances, gcnealogies, pharifaical righteoufnefle, 
perfecuting zeale, and cribe-like divifion of rule and govern- 
mene. . 

Buc what faich our Apoffle of all thefe things ? But what things 
were gaine tome; that is, a8 che very wealth and riches -f a carnail 
Jew, thofe I counted loffe for Corift, yea doubrl-ffe. and I counted all 
things but loffe, for the excellency of the knowledye of Chiift Fefus my 
Lord, for whom I bave fuffered the loffe of allithings and count them but 
dung, that I may winne Chrift. And tor this lofie, dimibution, or af- 
fiGion, dur Apoftle prefcribes the cure and remedy in whomfoe- 
ver icis fuffered, in this his aniwer given. | 
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‘The word ’ Let) hatha lik’ Emphafis, as that of che Creation at 
the beginning, Let there-be light, and it was fo, and hath init che 
very force and vertue of creating the {pirit of prayer and intere 
eefficn in that heart, in which this loffe, diminution, or affition . 
istound ,'forit fignifies as much as Amen, fo be at, or fo it %, OF © 
foitfoalPbe's 15 that te fits che foule with the, ipirit O! prayer, a6 
the world was furnifhed with light by the fame phrafe in the be= 
girning, without which fpiric or breath of prayer the foule is 
without life, éven as the world was in darkneffle without the cre- 
ation of light, orgs the body thae breaths not is dead, fo te che 
Sule Without prayer ne Sha eta te i 
Concerning praying therefore being fo neceffary unto thé me 

O 


of theSon of God, confider, 1. The fignification of the word. 
>. How it is to be taken in this place as an anfwer to che interro- 
gailon , OF effeGuall and forcible fentence. To pray, is to make 
anappeale, it is an appellation , or interceffion 5 for the originall 
word in the Hebrew tongue, which the Prophers ufe for prayer, 
is Hitbpallel, which fignifics to appeale, or prefent a mane felfe, 
or caufe co the Judg, and it comes of pillel, which fignifice to judg 
or derermine caufes, for which appeals are made, 
4. To pray theretore, is to make our appeale from one Judge- 
ment-feate unto another 5 that is, from che judgmentand deter- 
mination of mans wiidome, opinion, and fentence, to that wii= 
dome and device of the Son of God, who judgeth not as man judg- 
eth: For as farre as the beavens are bigher then the arth, fois the way 
of ch: judgment cf God higher than all che Tarones and Jucge- 
ment-iears of the fons of men therefore the Apoftle telis che Co- 
rinthians that were carnall, That it feemes a fmall thing to bini to be 
judged of them, or of mans judgment, or of mans day, a8 che word is 5 
that is, oy the light unde: ftanding or wifdome humane, only he 
flands to the judgment and wifdome of God, fo as he judgeth not 
bimjelfe ; tharis, by his own,wifdome as aman , but by the wit 
dome and lighrof che fpicit of God: Therefo:e the Pialmift coni- 
playns, faying, Many there be that fay of my foule, there is nto hope for 
him in God, Selah: but he appeals ante God as to his fhield , and 
the lifter up of bis bead , Lut thou O Lord art a fbield. about.mes that is 
a detencs from all adverte powex fet forth and, fiznified in Abfo- 
loms con{piracy 3 and the lifter up of my-bead , or head-fhip, in fec~ 
ting meto be head of the people, and not Abjolom , and that only 
through thy wifdome, where the wifdome, counfell and craft 
of Achitopbel cannot take placesprayer therefore is an appeal from 
one judgment-feate to another. esatsal 
2. Praver is to fpeake, or plead a caule : fo faich the Prophet 
Daniel, Whi'ft'l was (peaking in prayer. prefenting my (upplication be~ 
ore the Lord my.God, forthe boly mountaine of -my God, even pile 
was yet [peaking, the man Gabriel, or the ftrengih of God came flyiug 
webemently and.touched me. lcis.a word or tpocech by which che 
@rength-of Gud hafisinfelfe, and makes {peed to lay hold upon 
the foule: 50 David cals it afpeech, fayinge.My beart was bot with: 
inme, whilft I was muftig the fire burned, and I jpake with my tongue, 
krrd make me to know mine end, &c. 3. Prayer 
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3. Prayeris to fupplicate and intreat; fo faich the Pfalmif,, 
Return we befeech thee O God of bofts : And egain, I befeech thee dea 
liver my foule: And again, Save now I befeech thee O Lord, O Lord 
I befesch thee fend now projperity. So fayth Mofes, Tbe feeca thee fhew 
me thy glory. Prayer ia the office and property of a fuppticant, 

4. Prayer isto judg and determine a caufe ( as che word figni- 


fies ) therefore David faith , Heare me when I call O God of my righ= 


teouneffe ( or juftice ) that iz, of my juft and righteous caule and 
agayn, Jucge me O Lord, for I have walked in mine integrity, I bave 
trufted in the Lord, I fball not ftegger: And againe, Hearemewhen 1 
call, and anfmer my prayer. : 


Now for God to judg ehe caufe of his Saints , to heare prayer, : 


and to anfwer when they cry unto him, is to give right fencence, 
and to determine the matter : which thing is not done in another 
{ftaceand condition, butin ehac individuall being and fate ofa 
Coriftian in that Saint of I/rael, or holy one, the judgment is nos 
paffed, and fentence given of the caufe and matter, by or froma- 
nother fubfiftence or being: but in chat fubdfiftance and confiftance’ 
of the Son of God, the hearing, anfwering, judging, determi- 
ning, and paffing fentence of, or upon any ciufe or matter pre- 
fentcd by prayer, is no further off, ner at any other diftance fron) 
the ftsce and being of a Chriffian, then the caufe or maties is 
which is prefented, for they both flow from, andare a&s of the 
fame (pirit, as man afcending in the word of God for fupply, and: 
the word of God dif{cending in man, to declare ics fulneffe: 
So that there is in prayera juftappeale from the wifdomeand 
prattice of the world unto Gods and there is in ic alfolan hum’ 
ble fute and reall a@ of a fupp.icane and increater for favour, 
yea and the pleading and laying open of a righteous caafe before 
the Judge of all the earth, cogether with the hearing, anfwee 
ring , Judging, deterayi ning, and pafling Sentence thereup~) 
On. | | ‘ig at 
And every one of theféi are ae really’ intrinficall, ' and of the 
fame nearnefle toa Chrifian, making all for his proper teing 
and {ubliftance as well one of them as another; neither hall he for 
ever be without any one of them, bur they fhall be as an harmoni- 
ous mellody in the foule or life of a Chriftiin forever, which if 
we deny, we hold not che unity of taich according to that compleat 
4) ia ee Toei wirant ‘and 


and m) fticall body of Fefus Chrift, but makea fraGtion thereim co the 
devising of that huly one or God, which is chat ftate of unbeleifs 
on which wrath abides. 

Su that when a Cbriflien ceafeth ro judge between finne and 
righteouinefls, between Chrift and Belial, when he ceaferh to 
diicerne the difference between light and darknefle, between 
God and the Devill, then prayer {hali have an endand ceafein 
the ipiric of a Chriftian, end not till chen; foritis the very 
breath of the Sonne of God, wheriby he lives the life of Gad eter- 
nally. 

Note from this point, asic hath been often declared unto us 
how the prayers of the world, not onely in fet forms, buc in the 
more refined Preifthood fall (hort of the nature of the interc: flion 
of Chrift, who ever lives to make intercefion, not only for, but. in uw, 
wichous firaining of the word, fo that they deny the nature of 
the prayer and interceflion of Chrift, inthis great point of its 
-e¢ontinuation.. 

-_ And fo in like manner their do@rine mutt needs fall fhort of 
shat meffage of life and falvation, and fo much for the fignificati- 
on of the word prayer. 

2. The fecond point isin what acceptation it isto be taken 
here, and that is for an appeal, implying hereby thus much, as if in 
more words he fhould tay, have you loft all your own humane 
and fading excellencies 9 in the proper life and {piric of all your 
earthly and momentany relations, for che mof honourable loffe 
of chem is, when we are cut off from them in our hearts , in the prefent 
injoyment of them, asin covenants, contraéts, and combinations 
with the creature, char carnal] and topped up height of all your 
places of worldly dignities ; have you pickedout that common 
fiamp, inall your relations and operations, which the fpirit of 
the ferpent fets upon them, making them appear beautifull and defi- 
rable; and are you diminithed and correéted,az having all fuch fue 
perfluous branches lopt away from you, as yeilding no fhelter, 
nor glory or fafeguard unto you. Take is for granted that it is fo, 
ysthereisa fufficient fupply and remedy, make your addreffes 
aad appeal unto Godin Chrift, in whom they are all full, and 
that in an eternall compleat and perfe& fupp!y, as things that are 
onely proper and peculiar ¢o the glory and duration of that eter- 

nall: 
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nall Son of God, and not to that mortal, fading, and thamefal] | 
race anid pedegree of the fons. of earthly men, whofe breach asa. 
vapour isin their noftrils ; for in Chrift you fhall have and be 

both king and fubje&, and fo fhall never fail nor betray him/elfe, 

which no earthly man can attaine, for he is that ruler in (ubmifion 

asthe Apoftle to Titus calls him ; for there ig the truth of rule and 

fubmiffion in Chriftas one, and both ia the utmoft exceilency 

thereof, though men cranflate the word, as achargeto obey mae | 
giflrates, Tit.2, 1. To shat effe& the Apoftle fpeaks, I Fobn who am — 

alfo your brother and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdome, and 
patience of JFefus Cbrift; or az the word is rightly rendred, in the 
kingdome and under-abiding of Fejus Chrift:So that he is a companion 
in kingdom; chat is, in power and authority, and alfo in under. abi- 
dingyorin a perpetuatd {ubmiffion rothe will of thetacher - {9 
that in the fate of Chriftianity there is all che relations,aQs,and — 
waits of adminiftration of the kingdome, all relations and matu. | 
all refpedts are therein at, and are fulfilled as in akingdome of © 
eternall glory and power, and that onelyin the loffe and villi- 

fication of nothing elfe bat an earthly fading and corruptible 

Crown, which Paul councs as dung, and loffe, as the fhame and 

undoing of man, that he may win the Diadem and glory of the 

other, 

Againe, in it you fhall have that mutual! relation of husband 
and wife in that glorious and happy efpoufall of Chrift, for be 
that is joyned unto the Lord is one |pirit with kim, or one {pirituall 
éftate and condition, in which is compleated, and fulfilled all 
thofe mutual! and conjugal relations, a&s,and operations of the 
married eftate, inthe reality thereof, in which the nuptiall day 
and joyful feaftivity never ceafeth 3 nor can time be found where- 
init may notbe faid; Bebold this is the day of falvation, bebold now 
the accepted time, yea this w the day which the Lore hath made, let ms 
be glad and rejoyce therein. 

Moreover in the ftate of a Chriftian you fhall finde the relation 
of facher and fon, for the Father and I are one, there is the language 
of the fon of God, and chat in all the «ayes and adminiftrations, 
of Education, donation, refignation, and inheritance of that purchafed — 
poffefion, ated and donc, and ever in the aft of doing, betwixt 
che father of lights, and that fon of righteou/neffe, that great lighe 

, , that 
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that lightneib every one that cometh into the world, fo that in this ap- 
peal all loffe of temporary condition isinfinicely fupplyed in e- 
cernall. | ? 

Add further, in it you have the flate and relation of high 
Preift and people, and chat in ail thofe feverall refpeGs of facrifi- 
ces, fervices, and oblations, together with their refpe&ive virtues 
‘and operations in point of chat reconciliation and agreement 
made between God and man in che multiplyed comfort thereof, 
exercifed in that houfe and temple not made with handg, but is e- 
cernall in that heaven, or heighe of happineffe in Chrift, whois 
chat dwelling place of che moft high. 

But time would faile to fpeak of thefe things, becaufe they are 
infinitely uncountable, and unmeafurable in all their relations, 
offices, refpects, and operations, which are through that device of 
God in chrift co be accained in this appeal : becaufe God himfelf 
who is infinite, emence, and eternall, gives being unto, and is che 
reallity of them all, and yet manis really in che ufe, comfore, 
exiftance, and <«xercife ot them all, even as ie is crue that che foul 
is properly che touncaine, and caufe of all the motions and ope- 
rations of che body, and yer the body is really in the exercife, 
and hath the participacion of.chem all. 

For in this appeal is fulfi!led :hat law of the fpiric, which Paul 


tothe Romans faith is fulfilled in us;fo alfo {peaks the Apoftle Fobr, 
that the new Commandement is fulfilled in bim and in us , becaufe the 
| darkneffe is paft; chat is, that whichis proper and incident unto 
_ the creature, and the true light fbineth 5 that is, that which is proper 


unto God is broke forth and appeareth in us, foralaw cannot 


 confift of one but muft have refpe& unto twaine, otherwife there 


isno bond, therefore the iaw of the (pirit is not contrived, takes 
form, or boldsin any point thereof, but as it confifts of God and 


_ man in that faith ofour Lord Jefus Chrift, in which or in whom 


ftands all our Lordfhip ane (sl vation :for howfoever in the world 
there be Gods many, and Lords many, yet unto us there is but one Godhead 
who is Lord over ali, and one Lord(bip which abides and remains 

the fame for ever. | 
Are wethen at a loffe in the world, enjoying nothing that can 
abide by us, 2s Abrabam fojeurned in Canaan. as the land is carnal- 
ly contidered, net injoying the Hee of a foot thereof: as Stepben, 
that 


that fsichful Martyr, or wicnefle, makes report. 


the whele inheritance in all ics excellencies is perfe&ted and com- 
pleated in us, as the wole land was given to _Abrabam in his feed, 
after the enduring of fo great affliGion. ) | : 

So that in chis appeal is contained a fupply of every want, a 


comfort againftevery affi&ion, a reftanration of every loft, as | 


being that year of Fubile, or Jubel, the time of carrying or leading a- 
log, ae the word imports, into chat ancienc liberty, reft, and 
siches thatare in che Son of God; wherein wee finde an infinite 
augmentation and increafe of all chings (wherein) with refpe&. 
co the world, we are diminithed. 
And hence the fecond Query is added of purpofe, which natu. 
rally flows from chis, wich the an{wer or dire&tion annex-d. 


Is any merry let bim fing. 


By being merry, pleafant, or joyfull, in this place, is meant the. 
joy of harveft or firft frajts, or chat triumphanc mirth, and joyful 
feaflivicy and {plendant liberty exercifed in I/raelin chat year of. 
Fweile, when the land brought forth fo plenceoufly of it felfe, 
without the labour and toyle of the people, or any means ufed 
by humane hands or adminiftrations,no not fo much as togather. 
icin, bucfeedupon the fruits where they were found naturally 
growing in the land, which is here alluded unto,to fet forth that: 
abundant fupply and furniture co be found in this our arpeale, 
which yeeldeth unto us through Gods appointment without hu- 


mane help, all chofe liberties, priviledges, riches, and reft, which _ 


anciently have appertained unto the Sonne of the erernall 
God. : 

So that however we may go forth of the things of this life, as 
weeping in the eyes of the world, like men in the time of fowing, 
parting [with all their flore and proviflions of temporary 
things ; even asthe people parted with the glory of the carnall 
temple, when they went down into Babylon : yet we know, that 
thofe which bear the precious feed, or as the word imports, ufed by 
the Plalmift, the purchafed feed, fuch thall returne with (bouting, joys 
fulnefJe, bringing their (beaves with them : They then that have 

. their 


Let us make our appeal, for in this off-{pring and feed of God, 


) 


| 
| 


their lap filled with Ruth, in che parcing from their native country 
to follow that motherly Naomy, being increafed with the increafings 
of God, in the diminutions of all humane and Moabitith prefer- 
ments and exceilencies, who have found the harveft, and tore of 
‘he full years of corne in Canaan, to exceed all the thin ears in the 
landof AEgypt : And how that vintage which rejoycetb the beart of 
God andman, «xcels and furpaffech the Vines of Sod:me and the 
grapes of Gomorab, fuch ag make merryinthe Lord, being joytull 
and tiamphane in his falvation, as ljrael was in his coming 
outof the red Sea; oras the word imports, the Seaof Edom, 
advectary to Ifrael, though near unto him in their firft origi- 
Malle: * ) 
When Mojfes and che men of I/rael fung fo triumphantly, 
with Mirriam, and che dam(els anfwering thereunto, with follem 
pompe in that happy returne of the Captaine of I/rael, from the 
viGory and flaughcer, in breaking the bead of that Leviathan, and gi- 
ving bim to be meat for the people in the wilderneffe ; (uch as are merry 
with this Kinde of mirth, and in (uch cauies, they onely are the 
parties unto whom this dire&ion belongs. 


Let bim fing. 


The word det, is of like force as is before explained, giving vir- 
tue and exiitance so the melJody of a fong in the foule of him, in 
whom this mirchis found; and by the word fing, is comprehen- 
ded alfo, playing oninftrumen's,dancing, or any joyfull a&ivicty 
or acclamation. 

So chat all fuch as have made their lawfull appeal (as congru- 
ous to that law of the fpisit) from the judgment and determina- 
tion of che wifdom of man, unto that which only confifts in the 
wifdome and device of God in Chrift : They receive {uch plenty 
thereby, and skill for the ufe and exercife thereof, that they be- 
come expert, in handling all chofe organs, iuftruments, and ex- 
ercifes of joy and triumph, which appertaine and belong to that 
fpiritual Tabernacle and Temple, which God builds, audmot man, 


foasto prociaimeand fee forth chatharmony, and me!odious 
3 


couforr, and agriement Canto the world) which is beeween God 
aod man in chat faich of Jeins Carift. 
» 2 Which | 


EMR J | 
Which is the ong of old Simeon, Mary, and Elizabeth, Deborah, — 
and Barack, and ofall che Saints of God from the beginning un- — 
tillnow; For thereis none that can appeal unto God in prayer, 
removing the caufe from carnall reafon into his wifdome, hol- 
ding a holy plea, in opening che neceflicies of mankinde unto 
_ God, carrying up, and giving crue intelligence of the fame unto 
him ; but chat man whatever he be, can alfo bring down, and 
diftribute unto the world, the true flate and condition of the 
Son of God, who is the fubje& matter of the Gofpel , and give 
undoubted intelligence of that peace and plenty which is in the 
kingdome of God, uctering and declaring how good the Lord is in 
Jefus Chrift.. : . 
Note then from this point as aconclufion thereof ; That the | 
true fpirit of prayer and {upplication, and the {piric of Prophefie 
and interpretation, are never feperated , never were, nor never 
fhall be, but are of an eternall unity and conjangion in the faith 
of Chrift; and hence it is, chat the Elders and inftrudfors of the 
Church are brought in as having the {pirit of prayer, co pray for 
the Church in the next Verfe following. 


eee 


Verf. 14. Is any fick. among you let bim call for the Elders of the 
Church, and let them pray over bim,annointing bim 
with oyle in the name of the Lord. 


| Wherein we bave to confider 5 firft, a propofition 5 and fecondly, the 
anfwer thereunto ; inthe propofition obferve. 

i. A difeafe, Is any among you fick. 

2. The pratiice of the party difeafed, as part of the anfwer, and that 
#, to call for the Elders of che Church. 

Then confider in the reft of the anfwer, or diredion, the pragtice of 

the Elders, that is threefold, | 

1. To pray over him. 

2. Zoannoint him with oyle. 


3- The manner how, that is, in the name of the Lord. 


i 


| oe the firft,namely the propofition, If any be fick among you? 
This is not {poken-in way of {uppofition, but in way ef 
certainty, 
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certainty,and as taken for granted: and by ficknefle we are not to 
underftand onely adiftemper of the body, no nor yet fome cer- 
taine forrow, greif, or difquiet of che minde, which the word 
may feem to imports but-we are to take it as large as Fofeph did; 
when be beard that bis father was fick, he prefently takes his two 
fons unto him (as giving him up for dead) to be bleffed in his 
death and departure; for itis iuthis cafe as ic was with Hezek- 
ab, when he was fick unto death, which if he had not been, his life 
had never been renewed as it was: and as his life was reftored 
through the fpiris of propheficin Tfajab, fo here the life of the — 
fick is reflored by the {piric of prayer inthe Elders, and as the 
fpirit of prayer was in Hezekiab, elfe bad not the prophefie taken 
place, For be turned bis face to the wall and prayed:Even fois the {pi- 
rit of prophefie converfane in this fick party, or elf the prayer 
of the Elders cannor be effeGtuall, which (pirie of prophefie 
appears in bis calling for ihe Elders, as forefeeing health to arife 
out of that {peciall appointment and ordination of the wifdome 
of God. 

And as a miraculous figne was given at the recovery of Heze- 
kiab, namely the Sun going back ten degrees in the dyall of Abax, that 
wicked King, todeclare that the light and wifdome of the world 
by which the men thereof rute and reigne over their brethren 
goeth direétly backward, and contrary to that fun of rigbteou{neffe, 
light and wifdome proper unto the Saincs: and that it is for ever 
fo to be confidered, is fignified by thofe ten degrees, which number 
haththe my ftery of ecernity taught in it, for fo Mofes doth ex- 
pound it, faying, abaftard jhallnot enter into the Congregation of the 
Lord unto the tenth generation, which in the next verfe he concludes 
to be for ever : Even fo here is the figne of the holy union given 
to this fick party, to fignifie hie reception from the dead, 
even as Abrabam received bis Sonne as from the dead in bis exer- 
cife of the Preifts office in facrificing and offering him upunto 
God. 

This fickneffe therefore is as that of Lazarus whom Fe {us loved; 
for when his fifter told Jefus that he was fick, itis plaine by che 
record in computation of the time, thas he was then dead ; which 
Chrift affirmes is not death, bus chat way of the operation, and 


manifeftation of the glory of Ged, which onely and for ever fhi- 
netit 
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meth and fecreth forch ic felée, chrough the death of che Aeth; char 
is, the death of all humane and carnal reafonings,refolutions,and 
conclafiens, in point of che knowledge of Jcfus Chrift; which 

ficknefle or death to al! the legall and litteral fervices, according 
to the carnal law iscruly faid to be noc unto death, becautfe it ig 
unto thac ceernall life of the Son of God, anda fickneffe of chis 
nature we areto underftand in this place, or elfe we carnallize 
the fickneffe, as furely as Rome doth at this day the Elderfbip, as 

“alfo New-England, more zzaloufly then they, and the reafon ig, 
becaute the one is Hebetated with woridly pomp, and the other is 
Perfequentifimus, but hath wor yet attain:d thereunto. 

And whereas itis faid, Js any fick among yor? or asthe. word — 
may be read, is any fick in you? as ipeaking either of perfon or 
thing, as the Pialmilt hath a phrafe, help Lord, for the fathfull failes 
that word faithful is ufed in Scripture fomecimes for a true or 
faichfull perton, and fometimes for a crue thing ; as ifhe fhould 
fay, help Lord, for trueths faile , or fidelities faile ; So this word 
(any) may be caken for any perfon or any thing, as if he had {aid, 
is any ching in you fick ? or are you dead to any particular thing 
whatfoever, which worldly men make their life and trade, fo 
chat you cannot relifhnor taftit, nomore then afick or dead 
man can reli(h any food, to quicken or enliven him, be fure then 
to ufe che remedy pre(cribed unto you, fo: your health and refto- 
ration,and your dayes {hall be renewed with Hezekiah, and your . 
life recovered with Lazarus, and you {hall be raifed ont of the 
grave ofall fin and forrow; and thatis, tocall for the Elders of 
the Church, for they are the refarre&tion and the life in this 
point ; in which obferve, ! 


1. What it is to call, 
2. Whothbe/fe Elders be. 
3. What is the Church of which they are, 


r. Concerning the Call, the fame word is prefixed as before 
(let bim call) & it is of like Emphefis, that is co fay, chat through 
this ickneffe or death here fpoken of, ic creates and gives being 
in that foule unto the life of the Son of God, and tbat life iz the 
light of m:n; by vertue of which light he becomes a Seer, for it 

| hath 
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hath the fpirit of Prophefie init, whereby he difcerns wherein 
true health doth confift, and knows what che Eldesthip is, and 
where to finde the true Church, which is {o controverted ihroughe 
out the earth, in all ages of this prefene world: fo that ifthis fick 
party had not perfe& vifion , he might wander from mountaine to 
bil, and from the flood to the worlds end, before he could atcaine the 
true knowl«dge thereof, 

For fome fay, lo bere s Chrift, and fome fay lo there, which we 
are not to beleive neither the one northe other ; fome fay, he ws in 
ihe defert ; and {ome fay; he inthe mountain ; and fome, in the {e- 
cret Chamber : but as the lightning (bineth from one end of beaven unto 
ibe other, fo is the coming of the Sonne of man ; that iato fay, all 
things that ever were or (hall be, proclaime his prefent abode 
in man-kinde either in point of hig life, or death, in mercy, or 
elfe in bis {everiry, and fuch are the confines of the Church, itis 
not bounded within che circuit of cime, place, or perfon, no 
more then the Son of Godis ; forhis Spoufe holds proportion 
wich himfelfe in all points, therefore is (he admired as one that 
looks forth as the morning, faire as the moon, clear as the Sun, terrible as 
an Army with banners: nay it is faid to be his body, the fulneffe of 
him that filleth allin all: So chat to form and fafhion a Church of 
leffe comprehenfion then Chrift, will prove rather a Sinagogue 
of Satan, or cage of unclean birds, then the {poufe of Chrift: fo 
that our Chronologers deceive the world, in framing 2 Ghrift 
onely by gencalogie, not knowiug what the Prophet meaneth 
when he faith,be was taken from prifon,e from judgment,and who (ball 
declare bis generation, he was was cut off from the land of the living, and 
made bis grave with Cor in) the wicked, and in the rich in bis death 5 it 
feems Philip ( that man of war _) is not: joyned to their Chariot (as 
his name fignifes, ) 

And fo they frame a Church not onely by feperation of theme 
_ felves from others by fome carnall and temporary ceremonies, 
_ that they may fay, Stand by thy felfe, I am holier then thou. lf chefe 
_ be their defences from the wicked, they had need carry them a- 
long wich them through death, or elfe the fence being down, 
_ they will go near tocome over and feed with them in the fame 
' pafture. ; 

But this is not all the feperation they make,for they divide ine 
Wor 
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word of God, & feperateit, to form their Church, faying, chat 
fuch portions of the word of God were for the form of the Church 
in fuch an age of the world, & for fuch people; but now another. 
portion of ir gives the forme in our dayes, as though the word of 
God were dead, or talne af{liep unto the world in fome injun&i- 
ons and promifes, butalive and awake in others, whereas they 
may as wel change and alter the form and manner of the being of 
the Son of God, as to change and alter the form, and manner of 
being of the Church of God ; for the word of God in whatfocver 
ic hath exprefied, is the wil, or law of God, and the will of God 
cannot change, and Chrift is the end of the law: fo that if we fal] 
fhort of him in any portion of the word of God, as though he 
had been in it, but now is paffed over it, or as though it intended 
him, but yet hath not brought him forth, we make it che word of — 
man, and not the word of God; for mans reafon isthe proper 
word of man, even asthe wifdome of God in that wonderfull 
contriving of his Son, is the word of God; and therefore man is 
faid to be made a living, or a {peaking foule, or life of {peech, or 
reafon, whereby he eranfcends all othercreaturcs ‘xcepting nones 
forno Angel, that is, meflenger, or meflage was ever fent from 
God unto the world out of man-kinde. | 
Ic is true indeed, that che word of God hath expreffed ig felfe, 
as indivers Nations, Few, and Gentile, in differing generations, 
or genealogice, as Cain and Seth, Abrabam and Nabor, Facob and 
Efau, and the like, as teaching higher and more tranicendang | 
things thereby ; Therefore to reft in chefe as being the intent 
and {cope of the Scriptures, without fecing and acknowledging 
the life and death of Chriftin them, both according +o the Ath, 
and alfo according to the fpirie ; we may by as good skill of ine” 
terpretation center and terminate the minde of God in making 
any or all thofe vifible creatures in heaven and in earth, in that 
proper work, withont having any refpe& at all unco man theree 
in, and make them the ucmoft and extream:ft point of Gods 
thoughre and intent, which were no becter then co difinherit the 
Son of God, making a baftard and no Son of him , being they - 
were al] made to do fervice unto him, and to ftand up, and joint- 
ly and skilfully pointe as withthe finger to dire& either to his 
perpetuall, life, or death, as being the reality, and fubftantiali- 


ty 


| 
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ty of them alls the forme of a Charch therefore a conflicuted 
inio particulers now inthe world, is of nomore weight or 


worthina Chriftian minde thenany orher order whcrein men 


are converfant in wayes of civility, fo called 5 for ifonce we finde 
the fubfiance by the light of that day that fprings from on high, the 


 darkneffe of night, and {hadow flye away. 


So ae nothing locks amiable upon us, but onely plery in ibe 
bigbejt, atid peace inthe ear'b, to that mano) good will who dwels in ibe 
bufh.. © ) 7 
jis che fpirit of Peophefic therefore, or of irue interpretation 
that cals ia the Elderthip,wech fees chis ic knes or death,to be chat 
renovation of the healci: & iife of man kinde 1: Chrift, from that 
carnall life which the world lives, from iiving unto earthly and. 
tranficory things, to live unto heavenly and everlafting ching:, 
fuch eg abide for ever; vherefore icis (aid, chat nfteen years are 


. added unto the lite of Hexekiob, which number conhfts of teny 


aud five; cen hach in it the miyitery of eternity, as hath been de- 
ciared; and five hachin ic che myftery of mu ciplication, fignify- 
ing that varvety and unc untable wayes of bealth and life which 
in ali refp: Gs and ways of relation are multiplied and ¢xercifed 
in that myfticall body and fate of Chanift. 

Tiserefore no fpeech of the muluplication of any of Gods 
works till che fifth day, co thew che mvftery of this number 5 
therefuie icis that Fofepb drings five of his brechren before Pharoah 
to fignifie rhe maltip! cecion of bleflings upon the land by ali the 
family, feeing fo manny had come upon ic by his being there as 
‘one; the like isin Benjamins mefle, fentin by Jofepb, tive cimes fo 
much as any of che +f, co (hew the mulciplication of his Jove co 


thar his brocher, who only came of the beloved Racbel, together 


with himfclfe. 

~ Inthe recovery onto’ this fickneffe, or renewing of life from 
the dead, we are trocu:sider what Chrift {aich . Viz. Except the 
wheat corne dye, it multiplies not; thatiz, «xc pt Chriit che fed of 
God dye, ke wultiphes nots in which we areto know, thardi- 
vine nature firoply confidered in it {elfe, is not the fecd of Gud, 


‘no more then the teed of mankirde iz fimply in che male, bur ree 


fpeSively in maleand female, elle it producezh not, to multiply 
itskinde, aud every tree hath feed in it felfe, therefore the man is not , 
i without 
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piiboutibe woman, nor the woman without the man ia ibe Lord. They ’ 
are barGnerree ; that it, one eftace and condition: even fo the 
feed of God ix whole Chrift, God and man made one, and this 
wheat corne or fed muk dye, or el fe it brings not forth the erue 
kinde ard off-tpring of the Son of Gods; that ir, tc muft de fick 
and dye toall carnail and corrupeidle things, or elle ic never 
brings forth chac multip!yed fruic of the fpiric which is in J<fas 
Chrift, 

| Poconclade this point, to call Cin chis place) for the Elders 
is mocm<eant, the mendicimonium of aman, wichouc magianimit 
and courage, ag one crouching unto a courfe and carnal! Elder 
made with hands; thatis, dc up and creaced by men, whocen 
come unto the afiembly,and a private perfon;but before it be dif- 
folved, is a pulick perfon, a reverend Eider, ? 

But this call is an antheciqae and princely (ummons of a roy- 
all Prophec; for this ficknetle hathin it the virtue and voyce of 
a fummons to convent the true phyfitiax multiplyed into an holy and 
honourable Elderfbip, the confulcation and practice of whom is the 


cure of the foule, even asthe life and frolick prefumption of the 


arme of flefh hath in ica fufficient fammons co bring in the works 
ofunrighteou!nt fle to that appearance of Antichrift, who js thag 
poyfonfull dragon and deftroyer of the foule, 

Yea this call is che voyce of che (poute, being dead to ber firft buse 
band, and having forgotten ber fathers boufe in the forfaking ofall 
her kindred, through which her /peech becomes fweet, and ber countes 
mance comely forever. 

2. The fecond pointis, who thefe Elders are ; They are nor 
the Elders of particular Congregations, compofed and ordeal 
by man, under that deceivable cerme of reformid Churches, a8 in 


thefe days, which are but like cothe theards of a potrers veflel], - 


which cannot be fet together or fodred, no more then they cane= 
ver bring them{elves into unicy 3 for the {piric of thar kingdome | 
is divided in is felfe, and cherefore can never ftand in the way of 
that refurrection by Chrift, but arein the way of thar apofticy 
and tall of man from his Creator, endeavouring ftill to become 

as Gods by the wifdome of the fleth. | 
We mull obferve then, for the clearing of this point, who they 
are whica our Apoftle writes unco in this Epiftle, and that isto 
the 
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low (hip with ic 5 that call which Cornelius gave to Peter, tha: Ele 
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thetwelve Tribes in their difpertion, and {catering from ifrael, 
as carnally confidered, for otherwife the Saints are never dif perled 
from the houfe znd temple of God: 

And this {cattering ig not into any particuler country or 
kingdome, as into Affyria, Babylon, Caldea, or the like, but over 
the whole earth, even upon the breadth of the land of manuel, ch-e- 

fore they are faid to be tcaccered abroad, as having no contncs 
fet. 

Neither doth he wrice to people as of one age, or tract of time, 
buc as unco inch a8 (hall livein all ages of the woild; foras the 
word of God in the beginning went not out as co create the Sun 
for onc egsot the world, bu: for alleges ; even fo the word of 
the kir gi me, the Gofpel of God goeth not forth co the dilper= 
fed ana cutcafts of lirael (chatis, from the wifdome, power, and 
pelicy of the arme of fleth ) in one place, or one age, but fo as 
every word oi God in ite true intent, concerns and fits all plicss 
and ages of the woild, bo:hin refpe@ of the word of the curfe, 
and of ihe >): fling : fo rhat to expound the word of God, as fit- 
ting for one time, place, age, or perion, and not for another, is 
the wifdome of man thae perifheth, andcomes co nought, and 
not the wifdome of God, which abides the fame for ever, and is 
that light which guides unto the Elders, who are the onely go- 
vernours and rulers of this univerfall Church called into come 
munion and fellowship with this fick party : and they are che firft 
borne of every tribe, having upon them the office of King, Preift, 

and P:opher in every family, and inferiour to chat dignity 5 doth 
not this fickneffe call for any tocome to vifite it, Knowing all 
others to be Phyfttians of no value, for this kinde of fickneffe fame 
mons none bui the fi: ft borne of God into communion and fel- 


2 


der of che Cnusch, was like unto this, chat when he fpake of that 
un@ion of Chrift, the fpiric of God defcended upon thofe that 
heard ic, infomuch that Peterchallengeth all men, whether they 
can forbid water tout thofe fhould net be baptized who bad received the 
holy {pirit as well as themjelves ; as it be thould fay, canany deny 
the figne ot unity between Few ani Gentile, which is communion 
and fellowfhip, fceing they have the ground and fubfance cheree 
of, namely are partakers of the épirit of Ged, that holy anoyn~ 
| a ting ” 
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ting, which is che truth and fubfance of all community 5 whether 
we be prefent or abjent in body, we are one in that /pirit of the Lord. 
The word of Prophefie therfore, whichis ever accompanied with 
prayer, as in Corneliws, or thac word of crue interpretation of the — 
word of God, knows how to give fummons unto, and callin- 
the life and {pirit of kingdome and Preifthood into tellowfhip 
wich ic felfe, which is that healthfull {piric, or union that is by 
Jefus Chrift. 

Add further, this fickneffe is the very foot of the throne, upon 
which that gceat Elder, even the ancient of dayes fits; for when 
Daniel bebolds through this fpirit of interpretation, be fees thrones fet 
up; orasthe word will bear, thrones caft down, es you may tee 
how the tranflators give icin both phrafes, fignifying thereby 
that the power and glory of the world is caft down wherefoever 
this great Elderfhip is feeup, which is of no lrfle antiquity then 
is the eternall, that gives Fudgement into the hands of the Saints of the 
moft bigh, acd pofieilech them with the kingdome, for none bue 
the evernall can givean eternal] inheritance, and he givesit not 
but as he fits on this throne, namely the glory of man cait down, 
and the gravity of this ancient of days fet up, whofe garments are 
wbite as fnow, and the baire of bis bead like pure woolls and tuchis 
the royalty and: authority ofthe Elderfhip here intended, who 
are not brought in by any other call but by the Prophefie or in- 
terpretation of the minde of God; therefore it is, that the vifion 
{peaks fo punually and particularly, where and with whom 
Peter is to be found. 

Note here, that even as the life of the flefh, through the cruci- 
fication of the f{pirit, admits none into unity, nor invefts any in- 
to its proper condition, but onely fuch as are of its own kinde 5 
fo the life of the fpiric which isin Chrift Jefus, through the 
crucification of the flefh, admics none into fellowfhip, nor 
invefts any into its proper ftlate and condition but its owne 
kinde, . 

For what is born of the flc(h is flle(b, and what is born of the {pirit is 
feirit ; and therefore none but the firf-born of God are of this. 
Eiderthip, or callers of them into the ex«rcife of their proper vire 
tue and authority, evervas ic was wich the Apofiles when they pro- 

' mounce peace; if the fon of peace be nos there, their peace returns 
upon 


oe 
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upon chemfelvee , and their abode ie not in that houfe or fa- 
mily- 
3, By thefe Elders then in the third place, we fee what weare 

to anderfland by the Church they are of 5 thats, chatunity and 
 fellowfhip which the feleCted and chofen people of God are of, 
and have in that fellowfhip and faith of Jefus Chrift, as they are 
| confidered, natin one ag’, much leffc in one Parith or company 
of people gathered together, but as they are univerfally conlide- 
red in afl ages and timee of the world. 

For {uch as is the extent of the fpiric, by which every Saint 
lives,and of thofe offices of Chriftsby vertue whereof,:he exercife 
of fuch extent is the true Church ever to beheld andtaken, o- 
therwife the Church is carnallizsd , andcaftinto the mould of 
the letter that kills, andnot into the mould of the {pirit that 

gives life. So that co thraftup Chriff as inco a corner,as in one 
ageof the world, orto monopolize him amongit a handfall of 
people is all one as to put him in the grave, though with Nicode- 
sa Pouler among the Jews, andthatrichman Jofepb of Arime- 
thea, both night Difciples for fear of the Fews 5 they may feem to 
differs from Herod, in that they perfume the dead body and wrap 
frincleanlinaen, being affeGed therewith, but it is. but accor- 
| ding tothe cuffome of the Jewifh Sinagogue, forthey put icin 
the grave, and roll a great fone thereupon, as men without 
hope or defire of the refurredtion, having thatcommon fpirit thas 
now lives inthe world to beg icave of the Pilates, and great men 
thercof, before chey dare adventure to trim up tae dead body of 
efue, and fir ix for the Sepulchre : Bur cists univerfall Courch 
of which thefe Elders are, is called by the Apoftle, mouut Zion, 
ihe City of the living God, the new Ferufalem. the generall affembly and 
Church of the firft bor. which are enrolled in heaven. 

And (uch as conftiiute and fecup a Church not of this nature 
and comprehenfion, they build ic up upon mount Sinai, under 
| che cerrors of the Jaw, aid (orinckle che infruments and officers 
| thereof as with the blood of Abel, {peaking from the ground, or 
| earthly heart of Ciin sand sot on mount Zion, in that blood of 
inkling, which fpeaks Serer things, in that prsce able agrees 


| {pr 
: mene and reconcilement of God and man in Jefus Chrift. 3 
Note liere, that where tia 47 three are gathered togeiwer itt any part 
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of the world, or atany time, we deny it not co be the true Church 
of Chiifl; bac whac isit which gives ix irs capacity tobe chag 
Charch of Chrift? is it not he who is in the imidft, or in the beart 
Gi thenryas che word is, who is no lefle chen thay everlafting farber, 
or that ancient of dayes ; what bounds then can be fet unto it lefls 
then that which gives icits capacity, to be fuch a thing who ex. 
tends himfel{e to che whole family of heaven, for unto bim all faces 
looke, and every knee bowes : and ifence it be (0 in our iclyes, we 
fee ic in the whole family and flock af God in al! the ele&. 

So that che true (ua: & volume of all their do&rine and pray- 
ers is of no leffe cxtenc, chen the whole inytlicall body of Jefas 
Carift, other wife icis not the word or Gofpel of the kingdome, 
hor the {pirit of incerccfiton which is by Jefus Cheift. ns 

OdjeG. Bur it will be tayd, that thefe things crncera the invifthle 
Courch, and not the vifible, for the true visible Church is otherwife tobe 
confidered. 

4ife. Towhich wean{wer; chat icisa work of ag great cus 
riofity to framea vifible Church of Chrifl, as to frameand come 
pofea vifible body of Chrift ; thereforethe Apoftle comparing the 
trae Church roa body, fayth, For asthe body being one hath man 
inembers, and all the members of that body being many, are but one body, 
fo alf. Chrift. 

And agayn, hear what the (piri faych by che Apoftle Fobn, viz, 
Ashe is, fo are we, even in this world, where he {peaks of the Son of 
God. 

So chat to frame and compofe a vilible Church » and to frame 
and compofe a vilible Chiaft, are of che fame nacare, and of like 
cafeand difficuicy , and are alike ftrange unto the world, and 
ofthe fame accepeation to bring into manifefation and appea= — 
rance. Yet we know that Chriftin boch refpeGs ( for osherwife 
weknowbim not ) is truly apparent and vilible, as alfo fecree 
and anfeen.. For Mo/es by faith jaw bim ( meaning Chrift ) who is 
invifible_) that ts, he faw him who is ubfeeable, and both are re- 
ally crucin adiverfe refpe& . 

Andthry who framea Chrift viGble in one age of che world, 
and nos in another, they doby che fam: argument conclade the 

-vifible Church to appear, and to be manifcft only within the fame 
confines and precinds of time wherein Chrift appeared, 


For 
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For the Charch was never known to appeare but in the reall 
form of Gods righteoufneffe and wifdome, whichis Chrift, for 
be is the wifvome of God, and the righteou fre(fe of God by faith., which 
is che reality of the Church : and as for all imaginary Churches, 
we skill nor, for they will vanith and come to novghr, together 
with the profeff rs of them, as they have done fn all ages. 

‘ Again, fach as form a Chrift unto chemfelves to appear vifibly 
untoacarnall eye, fo as to accept and approve of that bis way 
of appearance, ae the carnal! and perfun&tory wor fhippers of the 


> Jewes did. Kaow this, thar whenfoever the true Chrift appea- 


rech, he will rective at che hands of (uch the fame meafure which 

wat meafured out unto J-fus born of the Virgin, by Herod, Por» 

tius Pilate, Scribes, Pharijees, with the cry of all che people, faying, 
Crucifie him, crucifie him, away with bim, crucifie him. 

Even to, they thas frame unto chemtelvesavilible Church, fo 
as CO appeare UNtO a carnal! eye or underftanding , as being ina 
capacity to approve and | ke well! of ir, at the leaft for a certaine 
feafon. 

When foever the true Church makes it felfe vifible , it thal! re- 
ceive like meafure at che hands of fuch perfons, to the utmoft of 
their powrr and ability, as Chrift did when he appeared unto the 
Jewes : Forin {uch perfons, and in that {piritis che zeale of per- 
fecution properly founded in the viGble and apparant exercife 
thereof. | 

Moreover they that forma vifible Church, 2s not having the 
invifible vertue a'ike ¢fficatious in every part and member thereof, 
they alfo for: unto themfelves a vifible Chrift to appear, without 
aving thec ompleae vertue of the wifdome and power of Godin 
all refpeGs in bim, eicher in point of his being, or in the order 


and manner of his being 5 and this is that great Image of Nebu- 


chadnezzar which hath beeen fo fong ere€ted and fer up in the 
world, where the Scriptures are traditionally acknowledged and 
read,v ch aj] muftbow down unto at the noi of their infiruments 
and infticutions, or elfe the fiery cryall muft paffe upon them that 
obey not: Only this is our comfort, that the San of God will fo 
appear with them,or in them,that fo muchas a fmell of that zzal 
or fiery fume and wrath of the world hall not appeare upon 
them, but ferve only to the deftiu@ion of fuch asare zealous a- 
Gors in fuch matters of the worlds melody. The 
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The next point is the exercife of the E'ders, and che fir iesthey’ 
pray over him, or for him, or without any wrong to the Text with 
bim; thacie, in communion and fellowthip with him ; for there 
was never prayer of faith made unto God, out of which any cle& 
or chofen veflet was excluded ; the reafon is, becaufe every accep 
cable prayer hath init the vertue of cheinterceflion of Chrifi, o= 


therwife ic ig not in his name and authoricy, and the fpirit of 
Chrift negle&ts not any one that appertayns to his myfticall bo 


dy ; forif it fhould, thas foule could never be infpired with the 


 {pirit of prayer, without which there is no participation in the 
mediation of the Son of God, and then no accepration with the 
Father ; therefore prayer is communicative to all che Saints, if it 
be as the prayer of faich , itis as the life. blood running in:o ail 
the veyns of che whole body ; for none can enter into the holy 
place but he chat carries all che Tribes upon his heart; it is oct 
our temporary and private wan's, which caa bi ing forth a faich= 
full prayer to God; for as prophefte i mot of any privete spirit or in 
terpretation, but boly men (peske as they-are moved by the boly Guoft ; of 
like pab) que ipirit inte prayer. ihibvesi 
So thar :nis ick party is in unity with che prayer here fpoken 


of; for the elderthip of this Courch, or that eterniz-d fellow 


fhip in che ancitne of dayes, never appears UNTO any in that mira- 
culous vertue of healing, but in way of unity with che party 
healed. Therefore it iz, thar Chrift will have the ftone rouled away 
from the Sepulchre, that nothing incerpofe betwixe Lazarus and 
him(elic, wien he rftores him from death ro life, 

Alfo Elifha will be (but up i the fame roeme wiih the widows fonne, 
when heerayicth bim up from the dead; and Panl the Apottle 
falls upon Eyticbus and embraceth bim, when he brings his (piric into 
him agayn. 

Furthermore, where this true Elderfhip appears, it ever coms 
municates a like verructo every individuall of the body, for the 
(pirit is not received by meafure ; for that which in ir feife is emence, 
cannot be received by meature 5 they that go abour co perfwade 
men chat fome have a greater portion of the fpirit, and fome 
have a lefle meafure chereo‘, they may upon as good grounds pers 
fwade men that fome fhali be faved , and be happy and bleffeda 
long time, and fome a thorter time 5 for if the fpiric of Godin 

any 
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aay poynt of our falvation be fubje& co meafure ia laticude, ic iis 
attraly fobjeG& to be meafured and bounded in longitude, and 
then falvation is voyd, which is the doftrine of the mof of our 
Elders in thefedayes : but the (pirit of glory and of God, that refie 
upon che Saints through chis ticknefle and (uffering, is neither 
given out Nor received by meafure, but is unmeafurable in ail its 
operations, wherher in prayer or in prophefie 5 for they are fo 
nearein allyanc. € tat that whichis the {picic of Prophefie in Eli- 
ab (inthe hiftory ) in his fhutcing up of the heavens, and rcftrai~ 
ning them from raine ; and alfoin the opening of them, to give 
raynin abundance, is fayd hereby our Apoftle in this Chapier 
to be prayer : Prayer therefore and Prophefie are of like naturr, 
and of like fame in the the houfe of God ; fothatto prefer one 
before the other, or to contayne the one, harder to be attayned 
thea the other ; or that one is of more ufe inthe Church then the 
other, is not according to che judgment of God, but only in hu- 
mane wifdome, and the Serpents fubtiley and policy, that things 


are fo carryed in the worldtolead men along inblindneffe , by 


fpeaking of the word of God in fuch unknown langurg:s, which 
are not to be heard in the houfe of God ; for there is no office of 


‘Chrift whatfoever, or exercife of his {pirit, chat one ought to be 


_ preferred before another , only the call of God makes every one 


chief and principal] in ics timeand feafon. If men would well 
confider chis, they might as well lay out money apon their chil- 
dren in the Schools to learn themto pray, as toteach them to 
preach, in cafe the Spirit of God might be bought for money. 

But che poynt is, that true Prayer and Prophefie do give and 
proclaym a like honour, vertue and power to Chrift in whomfo- 
ever he appeara: and they are fonear a kin, that the Apoftle ap- 
p-ynts one and the fame law in the exercite of them borh 3 that 
is, in prayer and propbefie the man is to be uxcovered , and in prayer and 
propbefie the woman is to be covered.. Andicis ufuall in Scripture to 
uie one phrafe chat fignifies boch, as inthe Palms ; Let God arife 
prayer- wife ; ovas the word mav be as truly read , God will arife, 


‘or God {ball arife,and bis enersics {hall be {cattered (prophetically.) 


The reajon ie, 6 caufe none bur a Seer canbe a (upplicanc, if 
he behold nor the thirg by the fpiric of interprecaiion or pro- 
pheiie, ro give a true form unto it; he can never fuc for it, becaufe 
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To conclude this point, this a& of the Elders may cicher be ca~ 
ken to pray with him, or prophefie with him ; for we fee the fpi. 
rit of God ufeth them indifferently, che one for the other > a3 in | 
that inftance of Elich which he brings in, in teaching this do- 
Grins, for the one is as healchfull and neceflary for the recove- 
ry and well-being of the foule, as ube other, and of as wonder- 
fall and miraculous eff<& for remiffion and confirmation 5 and 
Cannot be in exercife by any, either the one or the other » but as. 
itis accompanyed wich the holy oyle, even that annoyrting which — 
teacheth all things, and hath no nzed to be taught of man ; that is, it hath — 
no need of humane skill, which fals infinitely (hore of thac which 
it brings the foule unto,and inftru@s and teacheth it ingand that 
leads us to the fecond poynt in che exercife of the Elders, They 
annoynt him with oyle. 

3. This fick party therefore, or all fuch as are dead to the law 
of che letter, or carnall command ; that is, to the word of God, 
as it is formed and fafhioned, through the wifdome, art, and skill 
ofhumane principles, which the Schools of Learning among the 
fons of men in the world are only exercifédin, and converfang 
about, or elfe they fhoald undermine,their owne foundations; 

_and fo let fall their building ; for Gods wifdome once layd in 
the defcention of the Son of God, overthrowsit all, as ic comes 
of the Serpent, and {0 is Satanicall folly. ah 

But wemuft know, that the Elderthip of Ifrael confifts of the 
firft-born of God, and no other, unto whom the Scriptures look 
in che firft-born of every Tribe or family of I/rael , to inftru& us 
in that family which che Apoftle {peaks of that che whole & eve- 
ry part shereof is named, or hath its renown and authority only 
of,and from the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift,as Paul affirms to 
the Epbefians, as being of no other but ofhis crue and proper off~ 
{pring fo as to make a difference of the fons of God (none ex- 
cepted’) as one being of greater eminency, birth, breeding, or ex- 
cellency, then another, is to caft reproach upon that one only fa= 
ther of whom every one is named that appertayns to that family, 
as though he were not of like power and glory, with refpe&@ unto” 
thera all; or as though hechanged his a& in producing of his on- 
ly fon, which cends tonothing elfe, but to make the feed of the 
bond-wman beire with the feed of the promife, andguilefuily to give 
the » 


e ?. ee NE 7 
3 s ' 1 2 r a = — aS gina Fo SR 
eae ess ed heat 4) pat oe eS, : 


- PY 3 7 
“7 Se - ee eral 3 * rk ‘ ae sg fs ras ba hes 
. Pais & ees tm SS hs 4 cin? > . Thang oe at 
aS OR ag A SR aaa Ze, Sie ie JA Se ae On a > 3) 
—— oe we oS ; alee ou ¢ Si Baste Sk, hee - ate 
= 25 So ea oe eee a oe, <a re eaOR aca 
Rae SG ee EI ie ace ane 
is nd * * 4 
» . 5 € ’ 


| 


£5 2 gee oe ee ee? et ee nF iE er 
% hee Bee ae sie 
> # ot: 7 “gob 5 
x peas Lit a AS pee ¥ = * oes a : ; 


[147] | | 


the wicked intercft in the promife, whereas che word of the curfe 
is only their inheritance. 

Bat the children of this off- {pring having the name of this one 
Father called upon them, or they called by his name holy and 
bleffed forever, every one as a firft-born of God, bearing his 
name and authority, is King, Priclt, and Prophet ( by vertue 
thereof ) in the family, and there cannot be any inferiour among 
fuch, as co whom God communicates himfelfe in che whole off- 
{pring ; nor can one be in account and reckoning before another, 
For of bis owne will begate he us by the word of truth, that we fhould be 

the firft fruits of bim, who is no lefle chen che ecernall father. 

So ihat it is impoffible chat this Elderfhip thould appear, and 
not be annoynted with the holy oyle, for it is their proper pa- 
trimony and birtheright, and therefore they ever appeare inve- 

_fted therewith, which ever carries in it the fame vercue of healing 
this fick party in al! ages and times of the world; anda like mi- 
raculous recovery and reftauration, where-ever they are called 

for by che fpirie of true interpretation. or prophefie s for they 

cannot with-hold, but muft impart to every one in the family 
that which chemfelves are bleffed withall ; For none can know 
what is the right of the ficft-born of God, and be poffeffed there- 
wich, but he moft freely impart it to every one in the family. 

For the Spirit of Chriftis ever like it felfe in all ages, only men 
deceive chemfelves by miftake of the variety of figures , wherein 
God in one Chrift, or holy annoynting commends himfelfe unto 
us, doting upon the fhadow wherein the fubftance is wrapped up 
as under Mo/es vale, and they fee it not, nor can endure the glory 
and (hine thereof 

But to whomfoever Chrift unveylea himfelfe, hee imparca 
whole and compleac faivation to every one, elfe it cannot be 
the falvation ot God; for he, or it, cannot bedivided, and there~ 
fore the holy un@ion is alike thed forth to every one in this King- 
dome: and they that have ic, muft of neceflicy annoynt every one 
inco whote fellowfhip they are called, according to the macure 
of the call of this fick party, if they be Elders, having ic by right 
ofinheritance, of whom it may be faid, Thox art my fon , this day 
bave I begottenthee : For the day wherein Chrift ig begotten, or 
the day of falvation, or ofthe Saviour, as the word will beare, 
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is like che fewench div in the Creation : Whereanto neicher even _ 
ning Bor morning are annexed, aa to the refit of the dayes, forie 
#& ever the fame wierein che Son is b: gotten, even an eternal} lich 
or day: Therefore this Eide: thir kno. ing ft co be the bi rth-day 
ot the Son of God, im that retutie@ion of the dead > they cinnor 
wi-h-hold che whole Kir edotee, nor any piiviledg, prerogative, | 
cr reyaity thereof, from any one that appertayas or belongs: 
thereanto, — ; 

The wf and benefit of the holy on&ion therefore is not yee 
craied, for chen che kingdome of God thould ceafe : forall things 
in it that ever were, are, or fhall be in it taken andonde; ftaod ac- 
cording to the mi: d of God, are of the fame duration that the 
kingdome ic felfe is , which muft be as ancient as the King him- 
felfe. But the carnallizing of the word of God in that and all- 
things is ceated anto ur, according co rhe Leviticall fervices, the 
Kingdom & Pricf-hood thereof holding no proportion with the 
Kingdom & Prieftehood of our Melchifcdech:For men may as well _ 
Bo avour to divide the Red Sea, with a material! rod or wand, as 
to poure oyleupon a fick body, to give him health and forgive- 
neffe of fins : Let us know therefore, that fuch ae trade in materi- 
alloyle, water, bread, wine, geftures and veftmenta, they are fuch 
as ferve in the oldneffe of the leccer chat kills irs fubje&e, and not 
in che newneffe of the (pirit which pives life to them thatare ex- 
eccifed thercin : And tomakea difference between the hiftories 
of Chrifland bis Apoftles, as being morecleer, and cto be practi- 
fea in the letter, then the hiflories of Mofesand the Prophets, it 
is a meer trick and device to deceive the world ; for che one hath 
as great a vaile upon it as the other, and needs the fame {pirit of 
interpretation to open ics For Chrift bimfelfe uitered bis minde in 
parables, and without a parable (faith the Texc) [pake be nothing. We 
conclude then, that every Szint ot God having received that fpi- 
ric of antiquity which only makes an Elder or Governour in the 
kingdom of God ; without which,no true Salntthip or holineffe, 
being a fpiric of Princely rule, dominionjundaunted courage and 
fortitude in the things of God, whatfoever he may appeare to be 
in the eyes of the world, and judgment of men, yet he is one that 
fheds forth the holy oyle, having the materials of which i¢con- 
its, and skill co compote the ingredients, according to che de- 

vice 


vice of wifdome, or thar word of God which he pours out in 
prayer and prophetic, co the healing of the tick, ftecagchening of 
the weak, quicka ng of the dead, and acqaiiting of che foul trom 
the guile or fianc, inall fuck who finde chemi{ci ees ei dienta ul? 
fach things as mien naurally live unto, as they aic che proper otf. 
fpring of che earthly man : and chefe Eiders do ever acknowledg 
as great an exceilency,and no Jefle miraculous a& in him that re- 
ceives the un&tion, as in him chat pours it out ; for noae bur the 
& f-born of God( whofe right ic only is ) can receive is, ror: 
can any of Jefle auchoricy , or more inferiour off-fpring thed it 
forth. 

Objet. Bat fome will fay, That this doétrine denies that order fet 
in the {ociety of man -kinde, confifting of fuperiour, and inferiour. 

Anfw. To this we anfwers that the order fet in neture in 
poynt of fix-,age, gifts, place, Oc. they are all as fignificane in- 
celligencers of higher, and more noble and durable things ; for 
as it was in the creation of all chings in the beginning, fo ic Is 
now inthis poynt, there being refpe& had unto man-kind in e- 
very particular work of Gods hand, for whofe ufe and fervice 
they were all created, and he the laft , as being the end and fcope 

-otthem all, who was indred that Microcofmus in himfelfe as the 
very {um and Epicomy of them all: Even fo man in himfelf con- 
fdered, or with refpet& unto any creature,2,or thing, unto web 
he may ftand in any relation whatfoever to things in heaven: or 
inearth, he hath therein a proper refpect unto the Son of God, 
Jefus Chrift, poy nting at, and leading unto him, even as all o- 
ther creatures had a proper afpe&t upon man-kind for whom they 
were made : and whenfoever the thing taught by ( which-is the 
Son of God ) appeareth, who is the truth and fubftance of them 
all ;then the fhadows fly away, and are of no more validity nor 
galue toa Knowing and inlightned mind, which carries fome re- 
femblance of the body and fubftance, but holds no weight, va- 
Jue, or confiderable worth with the fame s therefore wnelt ever 
Chrift appears, who is the end and fubftance of thelaw, then 
doth the letter betake it felfe to ite re(pitéllian wings, andis no 
more, in point of any account or reckoning with the fonnes of 
God, who weigh and meafure all things according to that law of 
the (piris of life which is in Jefus Chrilt. 


dered, isthat reall and fubftantiall Chaos, or unformed thing, 
taughe unto os by.thac in che beginning, which no mind or hearc 
of man can fo light up it felfe as to give a comely form unto the 
fame, or deck it with ornaments pleafing unto a meer Creature, 
that is, that God fhould be made man, and become a creature, 
who is the Creator of all things ; or that man being a creature, 


For the unity and conjunction of God and man fimply confi- ; 


fhould be made the Son of God, he thas creates all things, with-— 


out whom nothing is made. 


Now the wifdome of the fpirit of God brooding upon this deep, — 


asin the beginning, brings forth all the ornaments of Chriftin. 


hisunity , offices, vertues, relations, and operations what{oe- 


ver, who indeed is that Microcofmus, furnifhed and adorned with 
all thofe fuper-eminenc excellencies and glory of the fon of God 
being that world whereof his kingdome doth confift, which ig 
the world to come, or elfeic could not be happiue ffe unto the inbabi- 
tants thereof, ifit were not to come as really as now it x : For ashe 
was before the earlieft time thas can be reckoned 9 OF retreated, 
and fallen back unto, even {fo he will be, Or is to come, beyond the 
lateft houre that ever can be marched unto hereafter, 

And in this Chaos drawn out unto thefe ornamenre > and beau- 
tified with shefe honourabe and eternal! vertyes in Chriff, the or- 


der of God, or the God. like order doth confift, who és that God of — 


order, and not of confufion; and the moft eminent and firi@eR order 
in the worlds account, befides this, is reall confugion : Yea,.thae 
Bubylon the great, the mother of barlots, which the Scriptures fore= 
warns us of ; and this order arifeth, and is drawn out of the 
Chaos of God and man being made one, through that wifdomeor 
Spirit of the creature brooding upon the fame deep of the faidChans, 
drawing it out into the lines and lineamente proper to the prin-= 
ciples and capacities of a creature, wherein the letter of the word 
doth confift, adorning it felfe with che excellencies and abilicies 
of the creature, and not of God the Creator; in which re(pe& ic 
is fayd to be a houfe of mans building, and not of Gods : And thisis. 


che proper order and reformation of the world, flood for, and. 


* 


maintained to this day. by Schools, Libraries, and Records Dye 


Art, ftudy, and Law ; by policy, experiments, and force of arms, 
unto which the moft eminence and fublime order and inftitution 


of 


) Bale 
of the wifdome and fpirie of God, areasaformlefle Chaos, and 
moft dangerons gulfe: and this wi(dome or device of man hath 
argumen:s according to its proper {phear it worke in, a8 punctu- 
all and proper for the confervation and binding over of ix felfé 
unto defiruGion , as the wifdome of God hath in chat way of 
-Chriff, for the laying down of his life unto falvation. | 
We thwart not then the order and in§in@ of any creature, but 
Bive ic its proper due for which it was made, which is either to 
give intelligence, by breathing out its proper life in the fouls of 
the Saints, in dire&ting unto another in whom the order of hea- 
ven and earth, which abides for ever is eftablifhed , or elfe to re- 
tayn its own proper life, which is earthly, in the expiration of 
the life of the fpirit of God, whereby it becomes a builder of the 
tower of Babylon, che one receives inftru&ion from the world, in 
the expiration of the life of it in himfelfe, ic becoming a8 a cruci- 
fied, and dead carkaffe untohim, whereby he is made alive unto 
God ; and the other receives inflru&tion from the kingdome of 
God, in the expiration of the life of all the things thereofin him- 


_felfe, fo asicis made by his wifdome, as a crucified and dead 


shing unto him, whereby he is made alive unto the world, and 
the things thereof, adorning and fupplying of himfelfe with the 
arm of ficth, and fo becomes as truly Sacanicall, as the Saints be- 
come holy and godly. Ic is no more wrong therefore to look 
upon the glory and goodlinefle of man, as the flower of graffe, or 
thing of nought ; when Chrift was made manifelt , then it was 
wrong to the reft of che creatures, when man was made a Lord of 
them all; which before thar, she bruit beafts of the field might feem 
to have dominion of the earth. 

Thofe therefore that would have the thadows of the night to 
retayn fome excellency in their place, and nos to flye away when 
that Sun of righteou/neffe arifezh, and (hewech forth himlelfe. Let 
fach make their opinion good unto the world , by retayning of 
like delight in, and having like efteem of fuch rattles and baubles 
in the time of cheir Seniority, as they delighted chemfelves with 


in the dayes of their minority , and fo much ioanfwer to the ob- 


jeGtion. \ 
3. Thethird poyncis the praétice of the Elders, and thas is the 


manner how they annoynt the fick party, and that is in the name 
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ef the Lord, or into the power and agcthoricy of che Lord Chriff 5 a 
for by this unGion we are gathered ap, and are al’ drunke into one 
Spirit of Fe (us Chri : So chat men may as fittingly preach the wif- — 
dome uf man to be no better then che underflanding of a bruit 
beaft, as coceach thae che {piric of a Chriftian is inferiourto the 
wiidome of Godin Chrilt, for they are one, as the wifdome of 
mian is one, | . . Rte 
Therefore the aGions of a Chriftiaa (pring from the proper E~ 
di&e and loftitucions of G. d according to the law of faich, wich 
refpe& unto thofe relations and operations eftablithed becween 
God and man in Chriff, or in the unGion, and not from thofe re- 
lations and refpe&s which natural] infin@s and humane wifdom 
hath founded and fec ap beeween creatare and creature, which — 
che beats of che field, and fowles of the ayre are for the moft pare — 
inclinable unto, as well as man-kind : So that there is (omething 
that is proper unto God only, that isa relative in all che a@iona 
ofa Chriftian, or elfe itis not done by the law of faith, which 
ft2nds in all terms of relation between God and man, andnog 
between creature and creature: and thereby is every Chriftian 
made Lord ofall, which otherwife they coutd not be ; for by 
this means nocreature can Jay claym unto chem, but they areon- | 
ly she Lords, the obligatious flanding only bceween God and 
man, in that Jaw of faith or fubfiftance of God and map in one, 
by the un&ion, which is Chrift, ne 
Secondly, the ations and demeanors ofa Chriftian, havein 
them the effe& of Gods power and authorky , as well as {pring 
from fuch a root; fo chat they prove fruicful, either to be a favour Ki 
of life unto life, or of death unto death. The do&rine, wayes, and 
counfell of a Chriftian have a certain vertae of Godin themto: 
produce life untolife unto them that are faved, or to work life 
in life (as ehe word may be read) in others ; for they bring forth: 
in the chofen of Goda life which hach all manner of livelineffe 
infotded and wrapped up therein ; for as the wifdome of God is 
fayd to bea manifold wifdome , {a is the life of God a manifold life, 
which can never be untolded and made manifeft unto the utter= 
moft, for chen it were not infinie and eternal] : So thac if cheGoe 
fpel bring forth and produce the life of Faith, ic hath the life of 
hopeinir, and in al! things thatcan be hoped for; which as chey 


~ 
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[153] 
are cbidined, very one is as a tree of life: If it produce love, there is 
wrapped up therein che life of che love of all lovely relations, as 
Farher, Son, Husband, Wife, love of ali kinds of friendthip , and 
the like ; [fit being forch the life ot joy, there is wrapt up therein 
‘the life of all joy full things; in che life of profpericy there is the 
life of all profperous ways : fo thac whacioever the Gofpel works 
inthe foul, there is involved therein all of chat kind chat ever can 
come into ule and exercife; fo thacit is a bundle of life which 
none but the wifdome of God and the power of God can ever bind up 
together, or bring forth. | 
Againe, if a Chriftian or the Gofpel (for they are co-apparent, 
and were never one without another ) produce and bring forth 
death inany, itis death unto death, or (death in death) there is one 
__- death involved and wrapped up in another unto eternity, which 
can never be found out to che utrermoft, and yet no particular 
way of death doth ever aflwage fromthe height Saaeee cceaniett 
cerrour of it, nor ftand afide, asco permit aninrermillion, bus 
only fo, 28 to give way or being in another, co cxercife its vertue 
in the full force and terrour thereof: So, as the King of fear char= 
ping hig countenance in point of wrath, may give the greater on- 
fet , and breed a frefh and unexpefted trouble and cterrour 
in the foule, that ic (hall never be inured or acquainted with any 
articular tervour , fo as toabate the prefenc fence of a heavy 
and infinite difpleafure, wich nothing but Gods power and au= 
thority in thar way of the Curfe can poflibly bring to pafles 
sherefore this unGion invifts into the effe& of Gods power and 
authority, in that way of his Sonne Chrift Jefus our Lord, and 
therefore he brings in the royal! effe& and power of prayer in 
thenext place. — 
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Verf. 15. And the prayer of faith Shall fave the ficke, 
| and the Lord fhall raife him up: andif hee 
have committed finnes, they jhall be forgiven 


hin. 


W herein obferve for order ; 


I. What manner of prayer this is, and that s, the prayer. 
of faith. . | | 


2. Ibe aff or power of it what it doth, and that is threee 
fold. | 


A. It faves the ficke , it hath the power of falvation 
in it. 

2. Itvaifcth up as fromthe dead: And the Lord thall 
raifehimup. — 

3. It hath init the power of pardon: fhe have com- 
mitted fins, they fhall be forgiven him. 


4 


irft, for the manner of praver here u(ed, and tha: isy The prays 
ef of faith, for chat only is chis healing prayer, it hath che — 
vertue of healchin it, : | 

By Faith then,we are not to underftanda notional perfe&ion,as 
having Chrift only as the obj-@of ic, asthe common opinion ig, 
but we are tounderftand it ag the Apoftile defines ic snamely, chat 
it is the Hypoftacis, or {abfiftance, not only of things unféen and 
hoped for, but al fo in prefent being, & demonftration ; for fo much 
our Apoftle affi ms of it, that it # the [ubfiftance of things boped for, 
and the demonftration of things not feene ; chat ig, it is che prefent be- 
ing of things that are alfo to come, for they are unto eternicy ; and 
it is a démonftracive argument ( as the word there fignifies ) 
which makes things co be in prefene appearance thac yee are not 
{cen ; for che depth of Gods counfels- can never be founded , but 
are infinitely as a treafury to be brought forth, which things are 
not made good, but only in the Son of Gad, who only can fay, 
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Before Abratam was, Iam, and yet am te come : So that prayer con- 
fifts noc of a requeit made by a@ meere creature unto the invifible 
God: But ic is an appeale made by the Son of God, who confifts 
ofhumane nature and divine ( as the common phraf is) God 
and man as one fimple a&, undiffolvable, and eternal! creation, 
tf Therefore it is fayd, chat we know not how to pray as we ought, bur 
© the fpirit it felfe maketh intercefion for ws. Now there is no { piric of 
God confiderable,disjoyned trom the fpirit of man,no more then 
there can bea Chrift defticate of humane nature; therefore ic is 
fayd, That be that is joyned unto the Lord is one [pirit: For God and 
man in Chriftare never feparated, mo more then the Father and 
~ the Soa can be divided , for they are but one eftate and condicion 
‘in which the wifdome of God , together wich all his proper and 
native excellencies do confit : So that there ig no Chrift or An- 
‘ “noynted confiderable, but as confifting of divine and humane na- 
ture, or aptitudes to do. 
Therefore the fpicic of God maketh requcft, Sut it is with groa- 
nings or fighes which are proper unto man: and they are fayd to be 
“fighes not utterable, becaufe there is in prayer a fighing or breathing 
out of life, as the laft breath , never to be refumed or taken ina- 
‘gaine in regard of that fpirit living to any carnall or corruptible 
thing, and this is a thing can never be uttered by any unbeliever, 
for they never figh, as fending out their laft breath, in regard of 
“ever living agayn to the law of che flefh, therefore not utcerable 
by any that is defticute of the Ipirit of God. | 
Again, there is a figh in prayer as being the laft breath, and ut- 
ter ceffation of life in the men of the world, which is never refu- 
med or taken in again, and that isthe breathing out of the life of 
the fpirit in the wicked, never to live anto God, in any fpirituall 
or heavenly vertue proper to the Sonne of God, of which there is 
‘an utter diffolution and ceffation in the men ofthe world, and 
this is unucterable alfo, for it can never be uctered or exprefled 
in the flare of Chriftianicy, where the fpirit of Chrift refides and 
dwels; andthe prayer of faich cannor be expreffed but with re= 
fpe& unco thefe cwayn 3 the one: is life loft in the Saints ; chat is, 
the life of the flefh,buc iris extant in che men of the world, which 
is no leffe then that {pirit of Sathan, or that dying life of the De- 
vill, and this gives demenction unto. that from which we are ran- 
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fomed and delivered: and the other is life’ loft in the men of the 
World, bur extancin the Saints of God, which is no leffe then 
the lite of the Son of God, chat holy one or ( Sain of Ifracl ) and 
this gives demention unto that whereunto we are delivered , and 
whbereunto we are brought. : 

Icis pot a part chercfore, but whole Chriftthat makes an ap- 
pealein prayer, namely from that which the Son of perdition is, _ 
unc¢e that which the Son of God is : and of fuch excention and 
comprehenfion istrue prayer, or elfeit is not thac prayer of 
faieh which is. effeG&aall ; nor can it be faid otherwife to bethar — 
{pirit of interceflion which interpofech it felfe, and comes be- 
tween that depth of death, and chat height of life, as in the parti- 
cipation of them both, as being freed from the one, and fet in the 
other, thac is, Death, as God is confidered, what he is, through 
that wifdome of che creature in that man of fin, and life, as man _ 
is confidered in the wifdome of God, in that man of God the 
Lord our Righteoufneffe, the Saines therefore can truly fay, 
Out of the decps have 1 cryed unto thee O Lord: andin that acknow- 
ledgmicnt confeffe themfelves to be fet upan the mountaine of Gods holie 
ne ff2, though ic be paradoxical! unco the world, Sey erst 

Quch. But if whole Chrift be the fupplicant,God and man, to whom 
then doth be appeal, to bim/elfe cr to another. 

Aafo. Nottoanother, as in point of reallity of fubjiftance and be- 
ing, for ic is one that pleads, and alfo gives Judgement, and de- 
termins che caufe ; But he prayech unto another, with refpect 
unto the reallity of che diftinQion of glory, for fupplication and 
anfweraretruly twaine in che fame hypoftafis, for the glory af 
the {upplicantisone, and the glory of the /uppleo is another, and 
thefe give being each to other, elfe they are not norcan fubfift, for 
either of them ceafe to be without its relative, fothat prayer 
muft confftof them both, elfe ic ceafeth to be prayer, for the 
fupplicant humbly proftrates the caufe in the necellity of, and 
with refpc& unte fupply, which is the glory of ics office foto 
doe, | | 

And the fuppleo yeelds relief, and fupplies the neceflity, and ie 
is the glory of its office foto do : andif either of thefe be wan- 
ting ina Chriftian (piric, ic fubfifts nor, becaule itis not the {pirit 
of the Son of God, in whom is power to forgive fins, a3 well as 
to make fupplication for pardon. So. 


So that the glory of che foeaker in prayer, or pleader of the 
—csufe before cue Judge of all the earch, ia one reall glory, and 
the glory of abe fenteace pallid chereupon, is another real glory, 
but both but one a& of the law,the glory ofthe {peaker in prayer 
as Daniel calls it) is to open the canfe,bolding plea upon trus 
principles unto the point of iffue, now Chrift is the end and iffue 
of thelaw in all points of relation and cautes depending between 
God and man whatfoever, | ; 

Againe, the glory of the. Judge isto paffe fentence, according 
tothe law in the point of itfue, fo that the caufe pleaded, and 
Judgemeni given, is butone a& of the Jaw, which is Chrift; and 
in cale either of thefe be wanting ina Chriflian, he ceafeth co be 
that law of the {piric of life which isin Chrift Jefus our Lord(bip, 
and is become that law of fin and death. 

So that the party praying, and the party prayed unto, are one 
in point of hypoftacis and being, and the party or office of prayer, 
and the party or office of hearing, or anfwering, are twain, in 
point of the variety in reallity of glory, for God and man are 
compleatly in unity in them both, elfe Chrift is divided. 

Even as it is aid, that itis a more bleffed thing to give then to 
receive, which the Apoftle affi-ms eo be che taying of Chrift, 
though we finde no fuch placein Scripture, in fo many words; 
fo that it may feem that the whole Gofpel or fpeech of Chriftis 
fummed uptherein; namely in giving and receiving, as he faith 
to his Difciplcs,in {ending them out co preach, freely you have re- 
ceived and freely do you give; fo that it is a more bleffed thing to 
give then to receive ; thatis, ic is another thing, a further glory, 
a various vertue in the Sonne of God, as if hefhould fay, ic isa 
blefled thing to receive; moreover, or furthermore, itis a blefled 
thing to give, for the oneis the blefling of giving, and hath 
its reall and peculiar bleffedneffe really confifting therein , and 
the other is che bie fling of receiving and hath its reall and peculi- 
ar bleffedneffe really confifting therein, and one of thefe cannot 
be without the other, for no giver withouta rectiver, and no re= 
cciver without a giver, and each of them hath whole Chrift exer= 
cifed therein,that only blefled one;& therefore as the bearingeare, 
and the feing eye are both alike of the Lord,fo it is true of giving and: 
receiving, and the differerce ftands only in the variety of glory, 
even a8 in the three witneffes that beer recordin beaven, no other 
difproporticn can be found. For 
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For 4 naturall man can neither perceive {0 a8 to give, nor cf & fo 
a8 to reccive the ibings that are of God, for they are {piritually to be di if 
cerned, and zppretendid, and latd hold of, tor zone knows the 
things of God but the (piritof God, no more thea any other Crea- 
ture can Know che ipiritof aman but onely he chat is of his 
own kinde, — 3 | ‘ ean 

And it is che Son of God onely that knows the facher, and icis 
the Son only that revea’s him, for no man knewes the father but the 
Son, and he towbom the Son reveales him. | | 

We conciude then, that prayer confills of whole Chrift, and 
that both in point of petition, as alfo in the anfwer, otherwife 
it is not this prayer of faith: and therefore it is, that prayer is of 
that validity and force as todo fuch mighty things as are here 
attributed untoit. As | WAS 

Pirft ic faves the fick, ic hath the vertue and power of falvation 
annexed unco it, which|can be afcribed unto nothing but unto 
Chrittalone, who never was nor can be known but in the exer- 
cifeof an office, foricisthe vertue and power of the fpirit of 
God that makes. manifeft the Son of God, and itis he alone that 
faves, for be bath falvation. | 

Therefore it is faid, deliver my foul from the fword, my darling, or 
asthe word fignifics, my alonely foule (as having no copartner ) 
from the power of the dog, and itis hethat comes meek and lowly, ag 
the Prophet Zachariab faich, faving bimfelf,and not another ; for 
as the facher and the Son are one, fo i the Lord andthe Difciple ones 
the Saviour and the faved are one, el fe Chrift fhould not be God 

man. ae | 

Salvation then isin prayer, asthe Scriptures teftifie » andthe 
time is come that every one, or whofoever callon the name of ihe Lord 
foall be faved; many teach that falvation is only by faith, that 
neither know what faich nor (alvation is, for faith hath falvation 
init onely as itis, that hypoftacits and (abfiftance of the Son of | 
God ; and fo Paulteacheth faith without works; that is, without 
the works of the law, which he calle dead works, becanfe the life 
and: f{piric of the Son of God is not in them : but our Apofile 
James afcribes {alvation unto worke, and declines faith, as being 
the beliefe of devils; that is, (uch faith ae hath not the powerful 
operations of God working in and together with ic, fo that there 


is 
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_ fscompleat falvation in any proper work or operatiun of che 
Son of God, as well as in faich 5 chercfore Chrift concludes, that 
the great work and operation of Godtobs in faith, for faich is 
not without the works of God, nor che works of God without 
faich, 

Weare alfo {sid co be faved by hops, as well as by either faith 
ar work, there is {alvation alfo in love, for it is the fulfilling of the 
law sand where the law is compleat and full, there cin be no con- 
demnation,bue perfe& acquittance and falvation 3 yea God is leve, 
and be that dwells in love dwells in God, and Godinb'm, which canot 
be without falvation yea falvation is in patience, for be tbat con- 
linues to the end fhail be faved, fo that we are faved by it. 

Furthermore we are faved by wifdome; tor the poor man by bis 
wifdome faves the whole City of God, though bis wifdome be de[pifed, and 
his words noc beard by the wife of the world. | 

And co conclude this point, falvation is in prayer, it faves the 
fick, becaufe it is the fubliftance of che mediator-{hip of the Son of 
God, which is ever one and the fame, where, when, or in whom- 
foever ic appears, although it be fo littleinuft, and fo lightly - 

‘accounted of in thefe days wherein we live. 

Secondly, ichath init the vertue and power of the refurreQi- 
on from the dead, agit is faid, the Lord (bal raife him up : there isin 
prayer a Lord-like authority, co rife out of chat grave of fin and: 
forrow, of death and deftruGion, fo as none {hall have dominion 
over it to keep ic under, for ic cannot be held of death, but it will 

‘remove the ftone from the Sepulchre, and d:face and break open. 
the feal of Hered himfelfe, though fet upon ic by the cheif Preifts 
and Pharifees,making it as fure aa they cansic will make the houfe 
of the carnall Jews tothake, when the Apoftles of Chrift'are ga~ 
thered together, or brought into unity and harmony by chat re- 
conciling {pirit of interpretation. 

Jt will make the foundations of the Prifon to (hake, where the 
fpiric of our great Apoitle is infringed, cafting. open the doors,. 
and laying waftfuch power to the aftonifhment of the Jaylors: 
them{clves, whoever they may be; yea it will raife Peter up out 
of the dungeon, and caufe his chains to fall off from his hands to 
his own admiration and wonder. 

In.a: word, prayer hath-in ic the power and vertue of the refur- 

re&tion,, 
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reGtion , becaufeicis the breathing of the Son of God returaed 
trom death co lite 5 this word bebsld be prayeth, was an argument. 


dudicicut to prov: Paul change froma Saul, andto besilen up? 


out of chat prave and puddle of the Jewifh, liceeral, and caraall 
worfhips, and from that deadly (piricol perfecucion which ever 
accompanics fuch maner of fervices. 

Phidly, prayer hath inicehe power of pardon and forgive- 
neffle of fins 5 forifhe have commited fins they {hail be forgiven 


him, or in the pretent tence as che woid willbear, they arefor- 


given him ; thatis, toevery one that partakcs in this prayer of 
faich. i 

To commit fin here is tobe underftood ina two-fold refpe&, 
thatis negatively, and afi matively, of which the breach of law 


being fin, doth conhft; now to fin,and prove a delinquent in o- 


mitting, and not doing that whichis required,is tonegle& and. — 


leave undone that which the carnal commandement according to 

the ftriQ@ fpirit of a Pharifee calls for; fuch fin, or mifling ot rhe 

rule of the carnall commandement ftanding in outward ordinan-) 
ces is here co be underftood, whichis the onely fin condemned by 

acarnall few, and this law the prayer of faith doth ruu:, raveli,. 
undo, and abrogate, with refpc& unto the obligation thereof in 

the truce intent of a Pharafaical Jew, 


And againft this law doth crue prayer fin, in all its fupplicati- | 


ons, interc«flions, and re quefts ; for the prayer of faith obierves. 
not in che Jeaft in any point, thac law of che fpirit of bondage, 
which onely obligeth to the law of the flefh, nor camit keep and 


perform that fpirit of enmity which. Chrift Je‘us nailes to his’ 


Croffe and flays in himfelfe, and therefore a finne ina Saint, in. 

way of negation, againft che affirmative part of the law of the 
Againe, there is a fin committed affirmatively, and that iaby 

rea} ating and doing, according to the law of the fpirir of life 


whichisin Chrift Jefus our Lord, which the wifdome of man in 


that carnall law forbids, and thac under che penalty of errour, 
fchifm,herefie,pride,blefphemy, and deathicfelf. | | 
For every point of the law of the {pirit rightly compofed ac- 
cording tothe prin ciples and grounds of faith, is moft heinous, 
wicked, deteftable, finfull, and abominable in the eyes of acarnal 
man. Now 
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Now the breach, difannulling, and abrogating of the carnal] 
command (tor which the Fewes fo hated Chriit ) is the cruth of 
the macter,the realicy,and ever carries in ic the remiflion, pardon 
and torgivenes of fins in the Saints, as furely as the brezch of the 
law of the ipirit, and chat everlafting Covenant of God carvies 
ia it, guilt, crime, and is the condemnation of che world. 

For every fin and blafphemy againft che Son of man (thatis, 
againft che wifdome, wiil, power, and authority of the arme of 
fleth ) ihall be forgiven, or ic is forgiven, for ic hath che acquit. 
tance, general di(charge,and releafe in it felf : but he that {peaks 
a:word againft the holy fpiric, chat is, againft chat law of the {pi- 
rit, Or ipéricaall eftate of that holy one of God, it hall never be 
forgiven; thacis, he chat breaks the law of the fpiric, in any 
word, or thing, asthe phrafe imports, ichath in icthae guile 
which can never be wiped out, neither in this world, thatis, in 
time prefent, nor in the world, or time, chat isto come; or not 
in this world, thatis, io the confcienceof the party fo made 
guilty ; nor in the worid co come, that is, in that fentence of the 
righteous Judge which doch for ever adjudg and condemnic, fo 
that as the breach of the (piritual law hath in ic an eternal] gaile 

_unfeperably and enevitably faftned untoit and accompaning the 
fame, even fo hath the breach or abrogation of the carnall law, 
an everlatting pardon, and acquicttance before God faftned unto 
and ever accompaning the fame. 

Note in this poine chac the Levitical law which the Apoftle ape 
pofech co the low of anendleffe life, doth not condemn, becaufe 
men fall fhortin fome particulars of the fulfilmenc of the fame, 
bute ic condemns, and is dearh unto him that walks according to 

the fame, or lives thereafter, 

Therefore our Apoftie faith, If ye live after the fl-(b ye fall dyes 
that is, if yee live according to the law of che carnall comminde- 
ment, tor by it no ficth can be juftitied ; or if yee minde the things 
of the ficth ; chat is (as the word fignines) if ye frame, form, or 
fafhon chinge unto your felfe according to the carnall command, 
“art, or reafon of man, concerning the affairs of God, it ig death; 
buc to live after che fpirit 5 thacis, the iaw.of che fpirir, or {pi- 
ritual] law is life and peace; or to einde the things of the {pirir, 
that is, to form, frame, and fefhion things fpiritually, chat is life 

and 
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avd peace; and asthe onecf thee is fin aecordiag to mans wife 
dume, asd ht accounts, even fo isthe other fa according. to: _ 
Gods wildome , and bis reckontug and @Ccuunt, judgement, 
and doom pafl_d apon it by an eternail and unchangeable (en- 
tence. , 


, 
3 


There iz pardon then, and power of forgivenefl: in prayer, bee 
ezufe it ts God cha lictech upon that throne of geace judging un- 
to jottificacion, whu chen thal! condemu?for it the ipiritot grace. 
atd fupplicaion, whereof prayer doch conhit, yea itis che Soa 
of God who is jaftited? who chen thal hiy any chin 
of Gods chofcn,that holy one of God? ae 

For wherever the fpiric and vertue of Chri is, there is power 
to forgive fine; cherefore he fairh (:o flop che mouch of thofe Jes 
gall Pharifees) whether is it eafier to [ay, th) fins are forgiven, orto fay 
take up thy bed and walke, but that you may kiow that the Sonof man 
bath power to forgive fis on earth 5 therefore I faid unto thee, arife, take 

Up thy bed and go thy way into thine bouje. 4 a 

So that to preach the Gofpel tothe reftauration of the foule 
from the polcy 5 thatis, from the fear, terrors, and tremblings 
of the law, asat Mounc Sinai, co biing icunto Zion, giving 
ftrength co cake up that-and carry ic unco ics proper plaice, as tha 
man carried his bed into the proper place, which is his boufe, . 
which before had carried him extravagantly, and difeafedly a= 
broad 5 wheretoever the Gofpel éxercifeth its power toraifeup 
any to walk in che way of God, before others, in prayer or pro- 
phefie, or any appointment of God eccordirg to the nature and 
keafon of ic, as thet man is faid to walk before them all co their 
adiniration; wherefoever the Gofplel is miniftced ro that effet, 
therc is alfo in that mioiaracion power to forgive fin, for the one 

is of like eafe, and‘of like difficulty asthe other is, yea they are 
both in one ad; for he that can preach the Golpel to carry fin in-. 
to its proper plece (which muft be done or elfe the Gofpel is not 
truly preached ) he muft of neceflicy remove ic from the chofen. 
of God, which is che true retnitting and pafling of ic over unto | 
another. i 
Hy that hath power therefore to preach the Gofpel co the hea- | 
ling of the Confcience of the palfie, ficknefle, or tremblings of 
the law in the dead woske thereof, or works of death, that man ~~ 


hath: 


7 


ve 


g to the charge 


\ 


hath power'to forgive fi:s on earth, forchey are infepzrable, and 
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Ghrift-in chat place alluded unto, makes them one ; for fir he 
faith , for thy fins be forgiven thee : andin che rehearfall of iche 
faith, his fpeech was, arife take up thy bed and walk, go thy way into 


thy bou/?. 


Ana we know chat Chrift faith to his Difeipleswho/e fins ye re- 
mit they are remitted, and whofe fins ye retaine they are retained : And 
again, what ye binde on earth is bound in heaven, and what ye loofe on 
earth, is loo/edin heaven : to walk and work therefore in che things 


+ of God according co the power int-nded by the word of God, 


are of greater concernment then they would think; for to preach 
the Goipel, in the revelation of the minde and will of Godasto 
ancuely Son, or to prefeng our-fupplicationsto God #4 father 
from the minde and di/pofition of an onely fon, are of no lefle authority 
and power then to toi give fina 5 for to pray with the {pirit and to pray 
with tbe underfianding alfo ; that is, to pray according tu the my fte- 
ry of Chritts meditation, and yet with that wifdome and skill of 
expreffion, asto unfold and explaine icin the minds of ochers, 
that they may afcend up unco God together therewich, as Mano- 


| a's Ang:in the flame of the facrifices ; this,and co pardon fin, are of 


like power skill,and, auchority, and a like weight lics upon both 
to whomfoever communicates in them, 

Forto pardon fin is not to change or aleer the minde of God 
toward that party, butto explaine and interpret the minde of 
God concerning that party, which minde and will of God is the 
famein that one faith of the Son of God co all the chofen of 
God, and wherefoever iris rightly unfolded end made mani- 
feft in the proclamation of peace and reconciliation of God 
and man in one; if the Son of peace be there, he acceptech and receie 
vet the fame as the right of his ivhericanes, | 

Ifthe Elders pray or prophecy unto health therefore, they 
pray or proph:fie co rhe remiffion of fins,in whom foeve, conmmu- 
catesin the fame, bis fins are forgiven bim. . 

To conclude this point, ic concerns us, then to know what fin 
is, that we may rigktly conceive of ir, as it is pardonable, and al- 
fo 26 it not pardonable, for there is a fin (faith the Apoftle Fobn ) 
which is not uato death, or whichis not in death, thacis, ic isnoe 
in that wey of death ; and there is a fin that i¢ in death, I do not fay 
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that you fall pray for it; that is, you fhall not pray for the pardon 


ofit, becaute ic is not to be pardoned; for where Chrift is once 
-ecucified in che fpiric, be niver is co live in that hears according 
to the {pirit, no more toen where he is once crucified in the fle(h, 
he never lives in that heart according to che flcth. 
Therefore in the nexc place he exhorts us unto the confcffion 
3 our faules, in the true acknowledgement of chem one to ano- 
ther. 


‘ 


Verl. 16. Confeffe your faults one unto another, and pray 
one for another, that ye utay be healed 5 the ef= 
fectuall fervent prayer of a righteous man aq 
warleth much. 


In thefe words obferve, 


1. An exhortation confifting of two parts, 
1. To confefle fzulcs one to another. 
2. To pray one for another. 
2. The end wherefore ; That ye may be healed. 
3- Areafon, ground, or caufe drawn from the nature of prayer, which 
is two-fold. : 
1. Tris effeQuall. 
2. It is fervence. 
4. The qualitie of the per fon praying ; that 7, A righteous man. 
5- The iffue or event of fuch prayer 3 It avayleth much. | 


I. Nd firft for confeffion of faults, fins, or oberations froma 

law 3 For where no law is, there is no tran{prefien , for finne is 
the tran{preffion of alaw, or as the wordis, the withoutnefle of a 
rule. 

Now there is the Jaw of the flefh, or carnall commandemenr, 
which is the law of finne and death : and there is the law of the {pirit, 
or power of faith, which is the perfe@ rale of righteoufnefle, or 
law of the [pirit of life in Gbrift Fe/us. 3 

Now 
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Now thecarnall commandemenc or perfun&ory and fading 
ordinances may be broken, yea abrogated and nayled to the croffe, 4s 
that which ie againft us, and yet forgiven ; tor every bieach or pler- 
cing throug’ ot tb- fonne of man; that is, mans inftitutions and 
appoyntments cumpuied by chatcarnall law, fball be forgiven , or 
are forgiven ; for che difannulling of mans wiidome, and in that 
re{pe& co become a fosle, is che cfablifhment ot Gods wifdome, 
in the removaii of ail guile and condemnation from the foule. 

And there is the !aw of the (piri, or of that holy Ghoft, which 
ifa man fpeake 4 word againft intentionally , or blafpheme and 
pierce chrough ; that is, abrogate or make a nullity of it, It (ball 
never be forgiven neither in this world nor in the world to come ; that is, 
neither in the prefent mind and confcience of him that fo doth, 
nor in thac holy mind and judgment of Chrift, from pafling fen- 
tence againft ix, being fo remote, and at fuch a diftance from it, 
andcon:rary untoic ; for the abrogation of the law of the fpiric 


- igno leffe then co difannul! that wifdome of God in Chrifit; by 


which device only che fin and guile of the fons of men ie taken a= 
way, and noother way, for elfe-where the redemption of the 
foule ceaietin for ever. 

Confeffion of fins then one toanother: Thie phrafe one to another 
ie of like nature, as when Mofes caft down his rod on the earth 
of Agypt, ic became (or as the word is) it was to a Serpent; when 
it was on the ground, it wasa Serpent, a quite contrary thing 
then when itis in hishand, or Mintitry; the one declaring the 
Dragons fury, in that government of Pharaoh in Aigypt and the 
other thacrod or fceprer in the rule of Corift, as that Shepheard 
and feeder of I{rael, ax che word rod fignifies a Scepter. 

So that when weconfes fin, that is, the breach of the law of the 
fpiricin the world, through che obfervatton of the carnall come 
mand, where Chrift is bereaved of all his proper vertucs & opera= 
tione of his {pirit, ic is unto another;thac is, chat ftate is become 
another thing (at Mofes rod was ) chen the fon of God ; for itig 
theefon of perdition, even Sathan himfelfe , though under the fi- 
pure of an Angell of light, in the eye of the men of the world. 

Again, when we contefic fin ; that is, the breach or abrogati- 
on ot the Jaw, or carnall command, that Chrift is bereaved and 


difpoyled of all glory, power, and vertue of the arm of fieth : - 
chat 


that bis own arm faves and gers the vidtory, not by might; nor by pow- 

er, but by my fpirit, faite the Lord of bofts, We confeffs, this inne am 
gaint che carna!ll command, unto che unity ofthe ipirit ; and the 
fulfilling of che law of Chrift, or of thac rule-of righteoufdeffe 
thac is by faich'in him, which is to another ; that ig, co’ another 
thing, ftate, and condition then that of the letter that ftands iq 
outward obiervations, temporary engagements, and performans — 
ees, and this is that one and alone good thing delirable, thac — 
Chrift of God that tarrieth and abideth for ever, | 

To confeffe fin therefore, or to make profeflion of any thing ; 
that is, to praife or acknowledge ic, is to give the thing its 
nature and propertics unto the utmoft extenc, and fo ic mut 
be here to am ucter contrariety, valt and-perperuated diftance 
of the law of the ficth, and chas of the (piric, otherwife we contra- 
di& che command of God, by plowing with an oxe & an affe together, 
by wearing 4 garment of linnen and woollen, and by iowing our field 
with two kind: of feed, : | 

~ Ou ft. Here arifeth a neceflary queftion 5 Whether in the acknowe 
ledemeut of the nullity of the law of the car:all commandement. unto that 
unity that is in ( brift, aChriftian doth not thereby reckon and account all 
the vertue of the Son of God to be'bis own prop. r portion and patrimony, 
as aljo whether in acknowledgement of the nulfaty of that law of the (pirit 
unto the unity vf the harlot, be doth not as neceffarily reckon unto bunfelf 
a bis due and proper right and inberitance, all iho/e vicious abominations 
tbat reft and abide inthe bofome of that man of finne , which is An= 
tichrift. . “ 

Anfw. To which we anfwer, that there is alike truth and reaw 
Jity in the scknowledgment of the one, as there is in che other, 
taken in a due refpe@ , as the mind of God commends the fame 
unto us, where he faith 3 So then with my minde I my felfe ferve. the: 
law of God, but with my fle(b the law of fin. For a Chriftian mot be 

~ plain down-right and :eallin his acknowledgments before God, 
whether of fin, or of the fruits of righteoufneffe, yea in the roog 
and original] both of che one and of the other. 

Oojct. But a Chriftian by faith profeging the fruits of righteoufne(s, 
and fountaine out of sbich they flow , is endewed with the life anid {pirit 
of them, according to their native property in that bleffed (ubjeét of Chri= 
fianity, elfe bis confegion of them is but as a fire paynted upon awall, or. 

the 


rhe pidture of uman carved out of wood or flone, that wants foule and {pi 
fit, the ground cf motion and operation, | 
© For what wit to profeffe or acknowledge'the love of God , unleffe it be. 
kins ed in out hearts to a flame 3 that many waters cannot quench, 
neither the world drown 3 or to confeffe the power of Cbrift , unleffe. 
through him we be able co doall things 5 orto praife the Kingdome, 
Pris ftbood, and propheticall offie of Chrift, unleffe we bave the power of. 
rule, recorciliation, and iuterpretation in use © 2Ors | 
© Wiki it wotithert alfo follow y that if bevdeale faithfully and feaftbly in: 
the confe/fion of fin, as that he bach noctheundertlanding ot a man, 
that be perfecuced che Church of God's that bew the chiete of fin- 
ners; that che terrours ofthe Almighry areopon him ; that ous 
ofthe bey of Hell hecries unto Godythat he is hot up, andican= 
notcome our. If bedeale playnly in that, and be reall, will it not fol- 
low, that be bath invhim the vicious defire of the flefb; the ftate of the De- 
vill (ifthe be the chiefe of fiuners |) and partaker of the terrors of Sathan 
fenfibly, if be cry ont of the womb of bell, that if the creature, man par 
ticipate of joyes celeftiall and eternall in confeffion and acknowledgment: 
of hemi: So the creature or man mut partake of all abominations of finne, 
and ftate and condition of the Devill » if be be reall alfo therein, in his 
ecknoml-dgments. 
. Anfe, Weanfwerin the name of God, that no fuch confe- 
uence follows upon a reall conf. flion of fin: But through the 
wifdome andidevice of God, it proves an eternal] {eparation of: 
the fpiric of.a Chriftian from all fuch fins and forrows, jualy and: 
really acknowledged in and upon man-kind, or that ajatcer: 
whereof a Saint doth confift; and this is proved by a true and re- 
ail diftribution of man, or of the creature, according to the word 
of the Lord gone outin the difpofingof ic, esiareall {ubje& of 
_mercy and feverity, of love and wrath. 

Weare totake aman in atwo-fold r:fpe& according to the 
satention and expreflion of the word of God, which rightly judg- 
eth and determiceth all things. 

1, As it (peaketh on this wife, Ail power @ given unto him in: 
heaven and in earth, becaule beische fon of max, 


Againe, whether isit eater to fay, Arife, take up thy bed and 
palke;orco fay, thy fins.are forgiven , but that ye might know that the: 
fonneof man hath power to forgive fins.. Soalfo, bleffed % the maa, or. 

oh. 
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ob how happy itis, and well tor us» chat man going right for« 
ward, noc turning alide to the right band nor to the left: The 
Hebrew word Afbreiimports that fimple and immixt condition — 
of man, which isonly found in that man of God, Chrift Jefur, who. 
is God bleffed for ever, being that beginning, head, or fouataine 
of the creation of God, that new creature: and in this {ence is man, 
or rhe Creature confiderable in the anfwer of this obje&ion. 

2. Weareto take manal{o in amother fenceinfinitely remote. 
from this, where ic is (aid, man being in bonour abideth not but is like 
the beaft tbat perifoeth 5 and wo unto that man by whom the Son 
of man is betrayed it were good for chat man if he had never been | 
born; alfo, ifan enemy had doneie I could have born ir, but i¢ 
was thou Ob man, my familiar | {peaking ef the trechary of, 
Achitopbel, and Prophecying of Judas, into whom Satan entred, 
which is chat man of fin, that Antichrift and deceiver,of which {pi- 
ritsnd power there were many in che Apoftles time: bat the 
Preifthoad ot our times bave colle&ted them into one man only, 
and crowded hiat up only in that corner of the world called 
Rome, that fo notice may not betaken of their oppofing and re- 
jeQing of Chrift to the deceiving of the people, as thar (pirtt ever 
doth inco him, or into them. Satan encers,or takes hie b-ginning 
in them; for as the S§. nof God hatch no beginning but in man, fo 
Satan, or the Devil hath no beginning, bur in man, even in that 
wian of fin and on of perdition, tor as the Scriprares give the word 

ottruct a being trom tie beginning , for in the heginning was the 
word, even fo it gives Satan ro be a Iyer from the be ginning, and one 
that abides not inthe truth : and this cwo-fold eftace is man to be tae 
jken in, elfe know we n. chow to acknowledge fin, nor how to 
_praiie God for our deliverance into thofe fruits and happy eftate 
‘of righteouinefle by Chrift. | 
5 Weanfwerthen, hat when a Chriftisn confeffeth » acknow- 
‘ledgeth,or praifeth the excel lencies ¢f God in Ch rif,giving them 
itheir proper and full vertue and extenc, as love, joy, mercy, gen= 
tleneffe, kindenefle, bouncy, power, and eternall goodnefle, 
man participates thereof s the creature really and feniibly pof-—. 
fefleth and enjoys them in the unfeigned and ju confeffion of 
them ; that is, the man of God, the new creature,which is that work« 
manfhip of God in Chrift Jetus, and man-like Son of God, ftan- 
: ; ding - 
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ding in that one alone fonthip of God not feund extant burin 
Chrift that annointed one. 

ys, But maz, or the crealure, that is, that man of fin, made to be taken 
and deftroyed, ungodlike men, that man of Belial, chat vaine and empty 
man of faith witbout works, of which beleife the Devill is, yea that 
Antichriftian {pirit,wherever itis, chat molds the worfhip of God 
into a form, tying him to appear in che fame figure and pofture « 
Againe, we fay that manor that creature hath no fellowlhip wich 
the things proper to the Son of God, as peace, joy, love, nor any 
of the fruits of the fpirit, which are by Chrift, heisa ftranger 
unto them all,and therfore intermeddles not with the joy of the faints, 
though they be reall, forceable, and effeGQuall in the man of God,or 
faint by calling, when ever they areuttred or expreffed. 

Even fo there are the terrors of death, vexations of {pirit, guile 
of fin, condemnatory fentence of con{cience, that ever accomipa- 
nies the fins confeffed by a Saint really beyond any fhadow, or 
femblance, andthat not bounded by time, but are eternall ; and 

_yet the man or the creature, that is, the mart of God, or the new crea~ 
jure participates not in the leaftin any of their diftreffe, guilt, or 
fear, no more then the wicked partake in the joys of falvation in 
Chrift; he hath no taint or tinQure of the enmity of the Serpent, 
nor fence unto pangs and vexation of the guilt of corrupt and 
defiled confcience, and yet faish truly and unfeignedly, this is my 
fin, this is my death, and this abomination isin me; that is, in 
my flefo, or in that carnall eftate out of which Iam taken, where 
dwels ne good thing, but is a cage of all unclean and abominable fil- 
thinefle, and wickedneffe ; So thatin a true confeffion of fin ace 
cording to faith ; not onely it, but all ice appurtenances are car~ 
ried forth and fec upon their proper bafe; thatis, in that land of 
Shiner, which is Babylon, that confufion gone over all the earth, 
which is that ftri& compofure of things by mans wifdome, ac- 
cording to times, places, perfons, and temporary refpe&ts what- 


foever, which makes a nullicy of Gods order, who is a God come - 


pofed hereof, and all things therein are illimitted,not any thing 
eyedto time, place, perfon, or any temporary or fading bond 
whatfoever, otherwile is is not the order of the Son of God, but a 
device and inventions of man unto confufion, whether ehe Epha 


of wickednefie is carried , andis the houfe buile for it where for 
ever 
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ever it fhall remaine and abide. 


Thither all fin and forrow in true confeffion is carried, as fyle 
ly as al] rignteouinefle and peace is carried onely into that hap- 
py eftate and incomprehentible order, that it, of God by Jefug 
Chrifis the carnal! minde, or man therefore, ig onely fenfidle of 
fin in the way of Gods difpleafure, bat noc of that vertue of ree 
conciliation ; and the {pirirual! minde, Or man, is onely fenfible 
of all righteoufeffe in way of the peace of 


God, bac not of that 
horror which comes through that breach of the everlafting Co- 
venant. 


And yet is neither the one nor the othe 
re{pect unco the others condition, 

For the wicked from the fight of the Saints bein 
that boly un@ion, and taken into an everlafting r 
thority, by unity with an ompipotens and all- 
are filled with fear and terror at the 
of, as having the glory of a righte 
God beholding chemfelveg lifted y 
and abominable flate and conditi 
at wilh joy un(peakable and fullof glory even 


3 
the warers over-whelm and deftroy the w 
waters lifted up to heaven, as fafe from al] 
hills chat might annoy him; fo 


God hath given himfelfe unto de 
the life of the Son of God in them ) asaranfome, Whereby he ig 
lifted up unto the throne of Gods glory in cheSaints everlafting- 
Jy, which carries with ie a holy (hour, harmonious and melodi- 
ous finging and rejoycing for ever, to fee the terrors of death 


captivated ander eternall darknefle, which can never feize nor ine 
érench upon that Sun of righteoufn 


efle which thineth in the faved 

of the Lord. | 
The-econd part of che exhortation is, 
appeal one to another; the word for, 
taken,as you may {ee by the difference o 


a Pfalm for the fons of Corab; and another faith, a Pfalme to the 
fons of Corah, fo that here it is taken for ene to auotber 


your confeffions of the nullity and breach of the law 
by that wicked one; do you appeal tothe law of 


77 


g lifted up in 
cigne and au- 
fuficient power, 
fight and apprehenfion there- 


psand taken out of that fcarful 


orld, was by the fame 


the Saints feeing how the Son of 


to pray one for another, or 
and fo, are indifferently 
f eranflations. One faith, 


of the fpirit 
the carnall 


command, 
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ous Judges; alfo the Saints of 


on of the wicked, rejoice theres 
a8 Noab, when he faw 


rocks, mountaines, or 


ath in the world (never to live - 


sthatis,in 
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command which is of fin and deach, which is thereby eftablifked 
and confirmed in the world, whereby che men thereof are effectu- 
ally bound over (unde: thac fpirit ot bondage) to walk and 
work according to the letter that kills, and to emulace, decline, 
and rej. @ (in all chings) the {pirie that giveth life, 

And as chat Judgment-fear, behold the fummoning in, antd the 
affembling of all fin in the fight of God, by the crucification of 
Chrift, together wich the manner of Gods excecution of wrath 
for your acquittance and efcape : For in that throne is all fin 
fummed up,as in that King of Tyrus, for corrupting the wifdome 
and prophaning the holy things of God, fee Ezek. 28. 

Againe in the acknowledgement of the breach and nullity of 
the law of the flefh,appeal co the law of the {piric,for itis the pzr- 
feGtion and fultilment thercof; for che disjun@ion from all carnal 
and diabolicall things, isthe conjun@ion of God and man in 
Chrifi, che crucification of Chrift by the miniftry of the letcer in 
the world, is the raifing of him up from that death in the miniftry 

of che fpirit, in the Saints, for itis impoflible that the Sonne of 
God fhoald be held of death, fo as nor to live his proper and na- 
tive life. 

lf we expe& unity with all the excellencies and virtues ofGod, 
we mufi be loofned and difuniced from all carnal] relations and 
bonds, and we muft either have unity wich all the things proper 
unto God, or none, for he cannot be devided, therefore we muft 
admic of a totall feperation from all carnal things ; that is, (uch 
as fade & bave an end; however we know that al! things are law- 
fal with due refpe& unto Gods call in the ufe of them,yet are we 
not to be brought under the power of any thing as by abond 
fabje&ed unto it, bur co ufe the world as though we ufed it nor, 
to marry as ‘hough we married nor, and to buy as though we 
poffeffed not, for the Son of God never acknowledged conjuga- 
tion, or copulation, by any carnall tie, or bond ; therefore 
when his mother to!d him at the feaft, that they bad no wine, he 
faith unto her, woman what bave I to do with thee, mine boure is not 
yet come, at to have my works and times fer and appointed unto 
ime by vertue of any earthly or temporary relation, therefore (hee 
bids che fervants look unto his time and his command, faying, 
whatioever be commands you,that doe. 

Z2 Where 


ae Co 


Where the force of earthly relations takes place of the {pirie 
of Chrift , that ftace or place of honour fhall never fucceed 
well, i 

Againe, when one told Jefus that his mother and his brethren 

flood without to (peak with him, he anfwered and faid to him 
that toldhim, Who # my mother ? and who are my brethren ? andhe 
ftreched forth bis band towards bis Difciples and faid, bebold my mother 
and my brethren ; for whofcever (hall do the will of my father which w in” 
heaven, ibe fame ws my brother, and fifter, and motber, all relations 
centred in one 3 alfo when his mother found hiarin the Temple 
Qusftioning the Do&ors, faying, why baft thou thus dealt with us ? 
b. bold thy father and I have fonght thee, forrowing : but he anfwers, _ 
how us it that yee fought me, wit you not that I muft be about my fathers 
bufineffe ? as acknowledging none bot that one father of eternity, 
and in fuch relations flands the band of a Chriftian, and therein 
is the acknowledgement of his ingagemente. a 

But from this point ic will be gathered by carnall {pirits as of 
old, then let. us da evill that good may come thereby, whofe damnation is 
juts if chis be crue, then let us endeavour to undermine, extir- 
paie, rootout, and bring to nought all naturall relations and 
con{ociations amorgft che fons of men, 

1.. To which we anfwer, that no fuch confequence followes 
upon the {pirit of Chriftianity, for the abrogation of the law of 
the ficfh isto repeal and abolifhic compleatly, and it confifts 
of an affirmative and negative parc; the affirmative is to fecup, 
acdorn¢, and maintain all things honourable in the fight of man, 
according to the nature, manner, and confticution of the place - - 
where it Is exercifed, and to avoyd and abandon the contrary 
fhame, and this is buc one adminiftration or law, for they arein- 
{perably joyned together, even as the honourable fentence of the 
Judge ofa Size unto death, and the fhamefull office of the hang- 
man are but one zdminiftration; So that from. the office 
of the Judge, you bring in the office of the Hang-man3. 
and from the at. of the hang-man, you include the office of 
the Judge, or el fe the law is notcompleated in that point; right 
fo in the abolifhing and difnnalling of chelaw of the flefh,chat it 
takes not hold as being any yoak or bond upon the Sainte, itis 
compleatly repealed and made voyd, both in refpeé of all peti 

tna, 


-ghat che world makes and accounts honourable’, and likewife of 
all chings thatare difhonourable and fhamefull in the fame ac- 
count; fo that i becomes nothing elfe but a provocation unto 
them, to guard and fortifie chemfelves againft the one andthe 
other, for they are one intire and undivided law or adminiftra~ 
tion. 

The Saints therefore cannot go about to eftablifh that which. 
they abolifh (for the fhamefull a&s of the world are nulled unto: 
them as well as the honourable) no more then the wicked in ma- 
king voyd unto themfelves the law of the fpirit, can poflibly go 
about to fet up or advance the croffe of our Lord Jefus in the true 
vertue and power of it. 

a. Weanfwer, that to fucha conclufion from our freedome 

from the carnall command, or way of che letter of the Scripture, 

isto lay ahard thoughe and deep cenfure upon the fpirit and 
power of God ; for fhall the wifdome and inftitutions of man 
that fhall vanifh.and come to naught, have powerin chem to pro= 
voke to dilligence? to preferve In peace ? to keepin temporance, 
chaftity, gravity, and moderation in all things? and fhall not the 
_ fpirit of God, or law of that {piric be fufficiently wife and able 
to preferve men in modeftety, chaftity, gravity, and moderation. 
in all things? wich wifdome, care, and deligence to ufe the crea- 
| ture of what kinde foever, according to time, place, and occafi- 
on, as becomes the nature end and ufe thereof, without lifenti- 
ous and lafcivious liberty ? furely thofe that fo judge never found 
nor fele the vircue,life,liberty, and power of the {pirit of our on= 
ly Lordfhip, and falvation, Jefus : Therefore the reafon of our 
| thue appealing follows. 

| Namely that yee may be healed, 

| The {pirit of God makes this manner of appeal the poffeflion 

| to purge out all fuperflaous humors, thefoveraiga falve to cure 


‘all defeafes, the cordiall medicine’ againft all crudicies of foule, 
and peccant humours of fpiric ; this is bealth to thy navell, and mar= 
row unto thy bones : If when we fee the breach of the law of the {pi- 
rit of Chrift, we carry ic unto the law of the flefh, and obferve 
how chat is onely eftablithed thereby : and when we obferve the 
repeal of che law of the flefhas made of none effc@, we carry it 
up into the law of the fpirie, and know that icis eftablified and 

confirmsd 
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confirmed for ever thereby. This is the Medicamento us » withoue 
which no prayer can be made acceptable unto God; for if prayer 
confirme not the law of the (pirir, ivbindes not over the Lord to 
be our fupply, ifit comprizenat his mercy within the bounds of 
its proper place, which is Chrift our boundleffe and common {al- 
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vation, 


This appeal or prayer muft alfo confirme the law of the fic th, 
or elfe ic carrieth not all fin and forrow into its proper place of 
aboad, which is Anticbrift, or Satan that flayer of the Sonne of man 
from the beginning, even as Caine {lew his brother, becanfe his own 
works are evill, and the works of the Sonne of man good; and 
in thefe twain flands the health of our fouls, and is by them pres 
ferved for ever, viz. a place of che reception of all wickedneffe, 
where it abides cxercifedin the curfe for the acquitting of the 
Saints for ever. — 

Anda place of reception into righteoufneffe, and refidence of 
_ that blefled eftate of the Sonne of God in the love and delight of 
the father for ever, in the juft condemnation of a}] enmity. 

The third point isthe ground of this found andhealthfull 
condision by this appeal, or prayers and firftic is eff Guall, or 
forceable, without let or hinderance ; the appeal is miade upon 
fuch grounds, as nothing can ftop the bringing of the cau(e thi- 
ther, either for the ftating of fin, or of righteou{neffe: 


; of the curfe 
in che confirmation of che law of the fleth, or of the bleffing in 


the law of the {pirit of Chriftin the one, and Antichrift in the o- 
tber. | | 
No Superfedias can be fued cut, no counter-command canbe 
given, no obftruGion can be made, to ftop or recall the flating of 
al] abominations in the exercife and praGice of the carnall come 
mand, and all che vertues, excellencies, and dignicice of God in 
Chrift in that Jaw ofthe fpirie; for Satan the God of this world, 
which is the wifdome of the world, the fubtilry of the ferpent, 
as he'is a murtherour from\che beginning, in flayinp and puting 
to death the Lord of life and Blory; foishea lyar, and abode 
not inthe crath 5 fo is he facrelegious, robing God of his glory, 
making him felfe to be God, adulceracing the word of God, tur- 
ning the gloryof God into fhame,. andis the fole and proper 
eppoter of God in all his excellercies ; therefore nothing cin 
| hinder, 
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hinder, no I:w or evidence gain-fay, but that ‘ftate ts che pro- 
per finck and centcr of all wickedneffe, and fo ofall wrath. Alfo 
in its appeal to che law of the fpirit, which is the proper order 
and compofure of the Son of God, what can obftru but that in 
him are all thofe dementions of height, depth, length, and 
breadth, of the goodneffe, mercy, truth, life, power, fpiric, and 
love of God for ever; therefore this prayer or appeal is moft 
forceable and eff:Guall, it paffech through without let or hinde- 
rance, for the performance of its work, in rendring to cach his 
right, in the perfe&ting of the caufe of irsappea!. 

2. Icis fervent, hot, without any intermixcure of cold, the 
word fignifies to Loyle, which admits of no coolisg thing to 
come there; fuch is the nacure of true prayer, it admits no chilly 
or cold thing to be caft into the love and zeal of Godin Chrift, 
but findes the coles thereof to be fiery coles, yea to have avebement 

ame. 
; Neither can the fpirit of prayer admit of any cooling mixtures 
in the fume and heat of Gods wrath, in the wealthy of the world 
named above; fora fire is kindled in mine anger which {ball burn 
down to the nethermoft bell. 

But cue Academifts of our age, they know how to moderate 
the love of Chrift in thofe whom they cal] Saints , by fome cold 
and decaying humor of the {pirit of the world ; yee tradition is 
of chat ftrength in chem that they dare not impute fach to him 
that was borne of the Virgin: but for any found knowledg they 
have of him, they might as foon doic to him as any of that my- 
fticall body, and would for advantage, if they had been brought 
up in Schools of {uch principles, for they have nothing but what 
they receive from man. 

Likewife they can coo! Gods infinite difpleafure againf fin, 
with graduall diftinGions of itas good part in nature, feme good 
works wraught, fome remainders of Gods image in the wicked, 
fuch fleights of Satan we skill not but are confidenc 5 the path of 
fervent prayer never lay in that way, nor fhall ever be beaten out 
or found in it, by all thofe carnal! and fuperftitious cutcings, 
and fi.fhly launfings of che Priefts of Baall, to uphold Ababs 
Throne in all the Statues of bis Anceftor Omry. 

| ~ The 
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The fourth point is the qualification of the perfon praying, 
and that is a rigbteous man, 

Now a righteous or juftman is he, who gives every thing its 
‘proper righe and due, which appertains and belongs unto it; if 
we {peak of any thing of God, give unto it arife, arraign, and 
{cope appertaining to God ; if we {peak of any of the ordinances 
of God, give them the vertue, property, duration, and continue | 
ance of the Son of God, who abides forever, elfe we give not the 
Son of God chat great ordinance and fountaine of all holy ordi- 
nances his right and due, who is holy, fpirituall, juft and good, 
otherwife they are human and perifhing things, and we are found 
unjuftin not giving Chrift his due, the {pirit of prayer and this 
effe&uall appeal refides not there. | ‘ 

Againe, if we {peak of any thing as not having the Sonne of 
God in it, then give ic the fpiric and power of the Prince of the 
aire, the (pirit that now works in the children of unbeleif, or difobe« 
dience, for the {cope and end of all things is Chrift, in che exer- 
cife of mercy in the faith of the Gofpel,or in the exercife of wrath 
in that way of Antichrift, for we know that we are of God, and the 


world is of that wicked one, namely the Devil ; therefore if we (peak 


of fin, give it its due, che guile of making a nullity and falcificati- 
on of him thac made all things in truth. 

If we {peak of finners, give them the ftate and condition of their 
father the Devill, whofe works they do and will doe. | | 

Eicher clear the innocent whom Godin Chrift juftifies once 
and for ever, and fo give them their due belonging unto them, 
and condemn the guilty, who reje& the manner and way of hig 
acquitting of his Saints, or elfeno perfon quallified for prayers 
if you {peak of death, bring ic unto the fcope, either death unto 
all cranfitory and carnal] things in Chrift, or elfe death unto all 
fpirituall and durable things in Antichrift, or elfe we give not 
right unto it, and fo are not chat righteous man whofe prayera- _ 
vaileth, and is the event and ifflue of this prayer, whichis the 
fifth point, that is, it availeth. much. 

Now for prayer to avail much, is as much as if he faid in more 
words, ic effeCteth, accomplifheth, and brings to paffe all things, 
even a8 not to avayl is ofnone effec , worth, nor excellency :So 
itis fayd, Circumcifion or uncircumcifion avayls nothing y but a new 


creature, 


crealure, that is allin all ; for it hach the whole workman. ibip of 
the Son of Godinic. Obferve the {peech of Haman, when he is 
Mvired to the feaft the Q icen makes for the King, who calling his 
wife and his friends, teiis chem: of the glory of bis riches, and the mutl- 
titude of his children , and all the things wherein the King bad promoted 
bims and bow be had advanced him above the Princes and fervants of 
| the King. Haman faid moreover ; yea Hefter the Queen did let no man 
come in with the King unto the banquet {bee bad prepared, but my felfe, 
and to morrow am I invited. unio ber alfo with the King; yet al this a- 
-waileth me nothing, fo long as I fee Mordecai the lew fitting at the Kings 
gate. Awicked Statei-man cannot endure Mordecaé, which ac- 
cording to the etymology of the word is pure myrrhe, or myrrhe 
of freedome, fignifying the {weet liberty of the Gofpel, for ic is 
the firft of che chiefe {pices in the annoynting oyle, to thew che 
Princely dignity that isin the grace of the Gofpel , chat bowess 
nor is (ubje& to any carnal] ching whatfoever;for there is but one 
primatus or (ummus which moves Haman try Maftery with Morde- 
cai, which fhall be lifeed up the higheft. There is not the moft ci- 
vilized man in the world, deftitute of the {pirit of God, putin 
place of dignity, that can admit of the Croffe of Chrift, to have 
fupremacy ; for it isas amoth to carnall pomp, declaring it to 
be enmity, therefore carnall Kingdome muft ever have carnal 
Pricft-hood to uphold ic, by deifying of it, and it rewards them 
wich tyches and protection. : 

But Mordecai ( the Jew inward in heart) willnot be endured 
by Haman ; for che King, reprefents a ftranger wonne to the faith, 
as that /Zgyptian King which acknowledged Jofepb. So that no- 
shi ng avayls, if Mordecai live, who isa worme unco all Hamans 
honour, that nothing is had nor done unto him, till Mordecaibe 
taken out of the way : but co avail much, is to bring all things to 
pafie, to be, and to have the fulneffe of the foules defired, and ing- 
power’d with vertue and firength to perform and effe& what hea» 
yen and earth can yeeld or deny to any, and therefore an initance 
is broughs of Eliab for the proof hereof. 


a es 


Verf. 47. Elias was a man fubjeé to like pafions as wee are, 
Ce 


mn which inftance or continued and perfevering exemplary 
veriar, obferve for order thele things. 


E. The party inflanced in, that is Eliah, , 

2. His condition; A man fubdje& to paffion ; together with the 
corfimilitude, that is, as we are, 

3. His ad, that 4, He prayed. 

4 The iffue or effct of bis prayer 5 Ie rained not. 

5. The time bow long ; that is, for the {pace of three ycares and 
fixe moneths. ; 

6. The renewing of bis prayer, and the effe thereof ; Andhee 


prayed ogaine, and che heavens gave raine, and the earth 
brought forth her fruit. 


r. Fo Rom che firft, the party inftanced in is Eliab ; obferve chus 

. much, That it pleafeth God to memorize the names of bis Saints, 
by adts of honour which be leads them through in the world. This is e- 
videne throughout the holy letters written from heaven unto us, 
fee an epitomy hereof in that 11. Chap. tothe Hebrews. 

The ground ofitis, becaufe the a&s of the Saints are the o cu 
rations of Chrift: Now I live, yet not I, bat Chrift lives in me; which 
life is the root of all their motion, and the memorizing of himis 
Godsayme and endin all his wayes and operations ; heeit is 
whom he will make bigber then Agag, greater in power and aus 
thority then all the Kings of the earth ; His a@s therefore muft 
be as monuments in the world, who ever is made marvellous in mere A 
only in them that believe : Therefore God makes them as monu- 
ments thereof, feeting them as Cities upon a bill, to whom all (hall 
repayr for the richelt merchandize ; and as beakens upon.ahigh 
mountayn, who only can give warning of the approach of the 
adverfary ; And as the lights of the world, without which no man 
ein worke; however the Prophets and Apoftles were under 


perfecution, ignominy, and difgrace in the time of their fojour= 


ning 


Se ae De te a Pe : 
* : P a aes ‘ 
e 7 ~ - « 
: 8 ed Pode s ag 
“ Se => wt oe 
‘ : 5 Or ae 


rhe, 
- 


ey 
. 
‘ 


= ee 


= 
_. 
ip 
we 
y 


[iz] 

ning here; yet now where is the wife ? where is the fcribe ? where 
the difputer of this world, but feeks to uphold and honour himfeite 
by them ? Yea, thae very {piric thas flew them, now builds their 
Sepulchres, and faich, If they bad lived in their fathers dayes , they 
spould not bave done as they did. Nay, God will regilter che names of 
his Saints in thac book of life, in whomfoever the life of Chrift 
is, chsre they fhall be memorized, and fet up by God as Sran- 
dard-bzarers in their generations ; before whom, if che enemy 
come inasaficod, the {piric of che Lord (hall lift up a Standard 
againg him, and chafe him away. : 

Wonder full is ic to confider of this point, when we fee fo ma- 
py have gone down to the duftby plague, famine, (word, and 
not aname of them left upon record inthe world: but hee chat 
once comes within the volume of that {pirit of incerceffion, fhall 
remayn engrayen asin a- precious ftone upon the breaft-plate, or 
heart-ornament of Chrift jefus, as a record or infcription of blef- 
{ed memory for ever. 

Therefore the next words are brought in, viz. Isa man, or as 
the word will beare, Is athing, asthe Apoftle affirms ; Henceforth 
we know no man after the flefb ; or as the word is( nothing: ) So 
here Eliab is aman, or thing, a matter, caufe, condition, or deed, 
{uch as hisname imports. Elijab,thacis, my God Fab, or my 
firong being, or the ftrength of my ¢xifance. Now if is be fuch 
2one, or fuch a matter or caufe, {uch a condition or deed 
brought inas congrucus to us, implying all the faichfull ; how 
can ic be, bue that mame, or that authority fkall be memorized 
for ever : Lfa word of Samuel (hall not fall to the ground, a deed 
of our Eliab tha! never bz torgotten, when, or in whomfoever it 
appears. | 


The fecond point is the State and condition of the party 
inftanced in, together with the confimilitude , that is, 
fubject to paflions as we are. 


By paffions here is meant fofferings, for fo much the word im- 
ports; and co be {ubjed, is to be ond-r5 thatis, under Lke faff - 
rings that we are, thatis, che taithfull in all ages. 


Aa 2 Whence 
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Whence obferve; , 

That the Saints of God are fubjeé# to like fufferings : they all.alike 
endure affliftion , they all alike inherit the Crofis s it is not fayd 
of any particular.man, or particular Church ( limmed out by 
the {piri of man from fome few particular expreflions or pra&i- 
ces manife&cd in the Scriprures ) but of all the Sains of God thas 
ever lived, or fhall, viz. For thy fake are we killed all the day long, 
and counted as beep for the laughter. 


There is none of chofe feverall affli@ions which the Saints of 


God have undergone, but rightly underftood » one of them is ag 
 extenfive as another, and it muft needs be fo ; for the fufferings 
of the Saints is the Croffle of Chrift, and not the croffe of any par- 
ticular creature, but of the fon of God ; therefore he faith, In all 
their afflictions be was afflicted : and therefore he faith alfo in the be- 
half cf the believers and prayers in Damajcus, Saul, Saul, why per=- 
fecuteft thou mee : Therefore it is, when the Corinthians feemed to 

cleave oneto one man, and another unto another » though all 
found men and good; one is of Paul, another of Apollo, another 
of Cepbas, and another of Chrift; that he calls them carnall , be» 
caute they cake not every way or manner of the adminiftration 
of the grace of the Gofpel , to be the fame univerfally through 
the whole body ; what faith he, Is Chrift divided ? was Paul crucift~ 
ed for you ? or were you baptized into the name of Paul ? I thanke God 
that F performed no fuch particular a, but to {uch as under. 
flood the myflery df it, for that is the effe& of his {peech, and 
caufe of chank{giving. pak , 
The ground of thefe particular and nominal] Religions (av | 
tndependent, Presbyterian, An abaptift, Papift,Generallift,for they 
all ftand on one root) is, becaufe they limit and infringe the 
grace of the Gofpel, both in way of the fentence of abfolution. 
and condemnation, mincing and fafhioning thinge according 
to the judgment or difcerning of man, and not according to the 
light and revelasion of the Son of God : Hence they are affected 
with manlike expreffions,.and.fo cleaveunto man, and not unto. 
the Son of God : and if the mind of God be expreffed unto them, 
they hammer it into their own fhape, asthe Corinthians did, and 

fo make rents and {chifmee. | 

Now the grace of the Gofpel in whatfoever it exprefled it felf, 
as. 
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as King or Prieft, Prophet or Vitor, father or fon, Mafter or fer- 

vant, Lord or Difciple, Apoftle or follower ) is as that leaven 

which the woman bid in three pecks of meal, whereby the whole 
lump was leavened: or like chat union poured on Aarons head, 

which run down unto the coller or hem of his garment 3 for the 

oylé conrayned in that honourable veffell of che Gofpel filleth 

compleatly all veffels chat are brought into unicy or love with it. 
Of fuch nature and extent areall chings appertaining unto the. 
Gofpel, and fo the affli&ions of the Saints, the Crofle of Chrift 
takes not ics latitude nor longieude from the dimencions of a 
creature, but holds correfpondency with che fon of God; for 
the croffe of Chrift is of the fame extent and continuation that 
his Crown and kingdome is. 

By this we may take notice of what nature the Croffe of Chrift 
ig chac ic ftands notin, or confifts ofany temporary relation or 
_. operation of the creature a€tive or paffive 5. but is che proper fuf- 
fering of the fon of God in the wicked , as deprived of all liveli- 
hood and proper operations of the fpiric in all waycs of motion 
and relation; and in the Saints, in being deprived of all liveli- 
hood and proper operations of the flefh in all che wayes of ite: 
motion and relation. 

It would feema great crofs.to a man, if che world were vacans 
of arationall {pirit, and:none but beafts te converfe with : ofno 
leffe, but infinitely greater is the difproportion of the wifdome of 
Godin a Chriftian, and the wifdome of this world in the wicked. 
yea if they be as crafty as Achitopbel, or as fubtill as the Serpent,, 
the wifeft beaft of the field. Yea, in the world we have loft our 
proper life, {pirit, and power, and all vertue proper toa Chrifti- 
an in poynt of heavenly things. 

Further, it would fem a great affliGion and fuffering unto us: 
to fee the world take all our ffrengch , our wifdome, honour, 
riches, peace, friendfhip, é&c. and leave us nothing , but thac wee 
fhould depart from, and forfake father, mother, wife, children, — 
éc. and thus ic is with a Chriftian ; The world ingroffeth power, 
authority, wifdome, riches, ec, and leaves.us as the {cum-and out- 
fweepings of all things. Nay we forfake our neareft relations in all 
| refpects, as the law of the fle(h in its true fenfe calls for, and ga» 

to a place we know not whether , by any wifdome or spa 
ing. 


ding of the creature, whieh can never be done but by the inftin® 

and operation of the (picit of God, opening unco us the power, 
wiidome, riches, and all relations that are reall, fubftantiall, and 
ecernall : And if che {piric of God be there, itnever appears bat in 
the faith and unity of Chrift, cherefure they are the proper faffe- 
rings of Chrift, and not of any particular creature : And whea 
we know and judge of the {uifecings of che Saints, wee (hall nor 
lament if the world take all-tcmporary things from us, nor re» 
joyce in what iccan caft upon us ; for God forbid tbat I fbould rejoyce 
anany thiag fave in the croffe of our Lord Ie {us Chrift, whereby the world 
is kill’d and crucified in me, and Tin the world. li once we know how 
co looie our lives in the world, in alithings cf the fpiric, and 
Row to loofe our lives in our felvis, and body my fticall in al} 
things perrayning to the flefh, we fhall chen take ic lighaly in 
wharfoever the world can give, or take away from us. 


Ey the nature of thefe fufferings we know of what fpirit and 
power, of what nature, vertue, and comprehenfion this 
ad of Eliah is, which is the third point; And hee 
prayed, ; ee 

Whence we note ; 

That the aét or (pirit of prayer bath in it fufficient bonour, power, aid 
authority to memorize and regifter the name of 4 chriffian for ever , that 
it foall never be pus out, but cominue in the records of the boufe of God: 

For 
1. Prayer bach in ic the vertue and power of prophefie; for in 

the hiltory creating of ch s a&t of Eliab, he prophefics unto Abub, 

faying, As the Lord liveth there foalt be no raine nor dew for thefe years 
but according to my word: So thet this prayer comprehends the 
whole Prophelie of Eliab, and Eliah is brought in as comprehen- 
ding ail the Propheis, as Mofes comprehending the whole law, 
in che cranefgura‘ion of Chrifts eppearing in the fame form and 
glory that Chrift doth, fo that all prophefie and ncble atts of 
the Prophets are involved in the fpirit of prayer: By the fpiric of ~ 

odin this plece, his reproof of Ababs wickedngffe, his fliying 
ofall che falfe prophets of Baal, his bringing fire from mace 
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flay Captayns wich their fifties , his divising of the wate.s with 
his wan: le, his givirg of his {pirit to Elifba, bis binding up and 
flopping the botilcs of heaven , and loofing of them at his plea- 
fure; his :ebuking the earch, and diying it upto duff, chacic 
cannot yeeld fruit 5 his afcending up into heaven in a fiery Cha- 
riot. The (pirit of God is pleatid to commend all his honoura- 
ble deeds unto the world in this one a& of prayer, to fland and 
to befas his memo: iall for ever, Prayer therefore is garnifhed 
with all the ornaments of a Prophet o' God, and cannoc be leffe 
then a mok honourable monument and memorizing of the Saints 
where-ever it is found ¢xtant. 

2. Prayer hath all the vertucs and ornaments of Prieft-hood 
init: Never was .4aron fisted and adorned with greater variery 
of veftments and vertues, to minifter before (sod in the holy place 

and accordirg to the variety and change of the multitude of {a- 
crifices and offerings } then the fpirit of prayer contayns in it 5 
and according to occafion puts on, and brings forth, when the 
vertue & power of our great high P. ieft after che order of Melchi- 
fedech is brought in, itis all fammed up in the {piric of prayer, as 
he faith alfo in another place, Thcu art a Prieft for ever after the 
order of Mc Ichifedech ; who in the dayes of bis flefo when be offered up 
prayers and fupplications with ftrong crying and teares unto him (or in 
him ) that was able to fave him from death, and was beard in that which 
be feared That is, he was heard in all chings, ox for the accom- 
plifhment and bringicg to paffe all chings that concern life and 
{alvation. Now chat all things that concern the Kingdome of 
God is involved in this prayer, is thus proved, 

The word tranflated feared, is inthe Greek difpaired, about 
which men have much contended how it may be faid of Chrift. 

But the thing is really and fubftancially to be confidered,, 
though men do wreft and bend, mince and ftrayn the word, to 
(uit it to humane reafon. 

For it is as true that the Son of Godin, and by the {pirie of 
che world, and principles proper to humane wifdome, dothdif- 
pair and relinguifh all hope and «xpe&ation of being delivered: 
or fetat liberty from chat infiniee wrath and difpleafure of Al- 
mighty God; as icis true, thac che fon of forry. man is. in, and. 
by: che fpiric of God, and principles proper tothe wifdome of 

God, 
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‘God efiablithed and confirmed in the love, power, truth, rightes 
oulneffeand glory of God, and of his Kingdome everlaftingly. 
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If men be ignorant hereof, how Chrift is {aid to feare or di. 


payr in all things, they may talk of eternall life, bux they know 
not how a creature can live eternally, and be poffeffor of all 
things. r 

Want of this knowledg breeds your Mortallifs,that know noe 
by vertue of what the foule becomes eternal, either in life or 


death, as alfo your Generallifts, that fay God will faye all jis 


‘whereas there may be as reall and undenyable arguments ufed 
npon like ground, that God will deftroy all ; and fo they muft be 
left tothe height of their doGtrine, which will amount to no 
more then the condition of a beaft, yet doth it make them fuch 
men, &3 it had been good for them they had never been born, | 
For the reft that have gotten a traQ of falvation and damnatie 
on by tradition from fchools, books, natural] phylofophy and 
obfervation, not having the knowledg of the narare of this Priefle 
hood, comprized in the fpirit of interceffion: They believe fuck 
things, but they muft not be curioufly fearcht into; that is > we 
cannot know them; of thefe we fay, as the mind without know- 
ianot good, fo thefe: mens faith is dead : For wilt thoy know ob emp- 
ty man that faith without works is dead? For the {piric of God never 
works in way of life, but in its own light ; therefore ignorance 
in any point muft be voyd of the work of faith, and fo of the fa- 
ving vertue that is in the life of Chrift. | 
But prayer comprehending the whole Prieft-hood of Chrift, is 
a work of that honour and power, as to memorize the name of a _ 
‘Saint for ever, andto fet him up as.a monument of the wifdome 
and mercy of God. 
|. 3. Prayer is a work that comprehends the Kingly authority 
of Chrift ; for when the Apoftle Paud had thaken off the traditions 
and rudiments of the carnall Jew, the power of the high Prieft, in 
that profecuting fpirit of binding and imprifoning al] that were 
of the way of Jefus, calling on the name of the Lord: and when » 
the Lord would proclaim him, and make it manifeft that he was 
a chofen veffell fitted to beare bis name, or carry bis authorit y before the 
Gentiles, Kings, and the children of Ifrael. Yea when he would put 
all that honour upon him which the Pfalmift foretells, faying, 


There 


[177] 


There is little Benjamine their ruler, the head of the Trilee , a Prince 
of God, he comprehends and concludes all in this a& of prayer, 
to give fatisfaGiion to Annanias, bebold be prayeth: As if he thould 
fay, itis enough to know that miraculous change from Sau! un- 

to Paul ; from the fervice of the Synagogue of the Jewes, cobea 

‘ruler over Kings, the Gentiles, and children of Ifrael, ( for che 
name of God is by his word advanced over all, which he was to 
beare ) this is fufficient to give fatisfation to all, Bebold be pray~ 
eth : So thatnone can deny a Princely {piric of power and aucho= 
rity, where the {pirit of prayer bears (way, and a princely cxcel- 
lency is of honour fufficient to eternize the record of a Chriftians 
name, 

4. There isin prayer the power of vitor, or a victorious re= 
nown, confifting of the nobleft congucft chat ever was ; Jacob by 
prayer overcame the man that wreftled or combated with him, 
which man is faid tobe an Angell, but itisthe Angell that bleft 
him in the way, and therefore is declared to be God; for Facob 
faid, I have feen God face to face ;in which a& of prayer his name 

‘is changed from Facob co Trael, to declarea prince-like promife 
in prevailing with God, asthe Prophec explayns his name and 
act, faying, And by his ftrength be kad power with God, yea be bad powe- 
er over the Angell, and prevailed ; be wept and made [upplication, bee 
found bim in Bethel, and there (pake withus (or in us) for if the {pi- 
rit of God had not {poke in our father Jacob, and fo in all of his 
race, he had never prevailed, 

Was ever the like Conqueft made , as ¢0 overcome omnipoten- 
cy ? which couldinever be, buc through the requefis of his owne 
{piric, whichhe cannot deny, but muft yeeld himfelf over there- 
unto. 

Prayer therefore confifts of a combate which ever hath con- 
queft, therefore of fufficient honour and renown to memorizea 
Saint, who-ever he be that exercifeth the defign and skill there- 
of. 

5: Prayer hath falvation contained init, nay ic is falvation: 
For whofoever calls on the name of the Lord fall be. faved: or inthe 
prefent tenfe-Cas the word will admit) w# faved ; for he that 

thinks he knows Chrift any otherwife then in the vertue of an of- 
fice exercifed in {uch a fubfiftance, or by fuch a manner or {ubfi- 

Bb ~ ftance 


fifence ex-reifid in (uch an office, that man may come to bede- 
‘eived ag he fewes cfold were, asd J.wih Gentiles are acthis 
day, and fo prriccure Carift in fhead of receiving him, when or 
in whomfocver he appeareth. Lee thofe of rhat carnall opiaion, 
that Chrift thall come and rign upon the earthas a grea: Mo- 
nareh for a chculand yeares, look into this point; for Chrift wag 
never Known busin an office as afore fayd, and every offic: of the 
ipiri: in ics proper way and manner of working, comprehends 
whole Chrift: Now the office of interceffion it a work of the {pi- 
Fit, for we know not bow to pray as we ought, but the pirit maketh ine 
terceffion for ms, or in us3 therefore ir comprebends «whole Chrift, 
for he cannot be divided ; and ic being the (pirie of the Saviour. 
muft have, yea be faivation ; for where Chrift the Son of God is, 
there ig falvation : In what Gracc, vertue, or office foever he ap- 
pears, in or by, that tradition of tying falvation to believing a. 
lone, is ridiculous 5 for can there-be more in faith then in love, 
which is che fulfilling of che whole law, yea of that law of the 
f{piric of ite in Chrift? and are not we faved by hope? Doth noe 
Timothy fave himfelte and chem chat hear hia by preaching found 
doftrine? Now to eake faith according to chat difmition the A- 
pofile gives, faying, It is the (ubjiftance of things hoped for :. So faith — 
is in every vertue, office and exercife of Chrift ; for the fubfiftance 
is che being of God and manin one, and that is to be held and 
bad of Chriftians in all things that can be fayd of Chrift,. theree 
fore we acknowledg nothing but Fe/us Chrift and bim crucified ; There 
is both the un@ion and crucification in every thing a Chriftian 
knows: bur thereis no un@ion but in the pature divine, nor 
flaying ina Chriftan, but ofthe flefh ; which twayn are never {e~ 
parated, neither in love nor hope, gentleneffe, mercy, kindneffe, 
wifsome, truth, patience, and whatfocver can be named of 
Chrift, ic is the fubfiftance of twayn made one new man smth arenes 
pleats ie: and therefore falvation isin all Chrifis excellencies, 
and they are all ae things hoped for, becaufe they are ever to 
come; that is,not only in pretent being and exercife,but fhall for 
ever {pring up unto a Chriftian out of that living and everlafting 
fountain. 
All things of falvation therefore are in prayer ; for prayer 
-eonlifis of necefity and fupply , bur all neceffities and all fupplies 
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arein piayer, therefore prayer cuntayns whole Ch:if, whichis 
compleat falvation 3 therefore a svork of hemour to cternizs the 
memory of a Sain. 

‘This point may fencea Chriftian from difcoureging & droo- 
ping thoughts, apt co fiezz upon all all fl-(h, chinking himtelfe of 
noulein hisage, nor of any performance beficcing fuch a name, 
or calling, as to bé entitled a Son of God, being deftira:e of any 
power or authority, wildome or policy, device or invention, art 
or icience, fuch as the fons of men have gathered and encroached 
unto themiclves ia all eg:s : By fword & ftratagems ; by Schools 
and Seminaries, by money and friendfhip, by craveil and humane 
expe: iments and cbfervations, 

Poor heart chat thou art ( with refpe& unto the wor!d ) can& 
thou pray ? be of good comtort, it countervayls al], ic is the re- 
nown dit a& that ever was wrought in the world 3 Get thee to 
thy Clotet, viz. fhut up thy felfe from the common courfes and 
culloms of this world, and pray unto thy father in fecret ; or accor- 
ding unto, orin that fecret and hidden myftery of Chrift, which 
is as fecrecand hidden from the world, as thy felfe is hid from 
the wayes of the world in this thy clofec or chamber of prefence = 
And thy father which feeth in feecret; thatis, which beholds and 
approves of this myftery of God in thee, will reward thee openly 5 
thacis; wiil make it manifcft thac che reward or end of thine e- 
tate and pra@tice is to be made manifeft 10 the Son of God 5 and 
that the Heyr-fhip and inhericance of the Kingdome of God aps 
pertayns and belongs unto thee, | 


2. Again, ket fuch weigh this point that hold themfelves free 


from believing any do&rine in the world ill they fee it accompa- 
pyed wich miraculous works, viz. Works in like eanner and 
form as they have beene done formerly, a8 to heale the ficke, re~ 
flore the Jame, open che eyes of the b:ind, and raife up the dead, 
all chefe are taken in a bodily and curporeail refpeG. Thefe men 
do not confider that che fam<us end miraculous works that Elia 
Gid, all of chem are included in his prayer, and that 1s a8 miracu- 
lous asiany of chem ; the miracica that Chrift did, they are all in- 
cluded in bis prayers, fupplicaticns, and teares, with ftrong eryes, which 
is no feffe miraculous then any of thereft : The wonders of Paul 
in doing and {offering are 2}1 comprized in thie , Behold be prayes. 

Bb 2 Now 
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Now the miraculous vertue and power of prayer conlifts nog 
in words, or any outward «xpreflion or bodily exerci(ein a form 
of words : but in humble petision, a lawfuil iuing out of right, 
ajutt and legail appeale and judgement given > according to the 
nature of the cafe propounded , in which all accord and agree 
together cocompleat the myflery and miracle of praysr, having 
aithefe things in ic, whereby according to the law of the {pirie, 
our right of inheritance is faichtully (aed our, Nore furcher, 
that icisno mere che form vifidle of any miracle chat ever was 
Wrought, thac is che proper (eal to confirm the Goipel ; no more 
then the Minittry of che Lecterchat kills, is the proper path of the 

- fpiric that gives life. 

But it is the icope, drift, ayme and esd of the miracle in what 
it poyntsunto, in that great and miraculous workmanthip of 
Chrift the fon of che living God, which is the true and proper 
fea'e of che Gofpel : and-wherefoever that is cfleQually wroughr, 
there it is felt and approved, and: there only the Gofpel or glad 
tidings of falvation iz really and miraculoufly confirmed by a 
figne and wonder, pafling infinitely all momentany and corpore= 
all refpe&s,. 8 

But chefe men think they honour the Gofpel, and life it upto. 
its proper height, and ancient dignity. In thus concluding, 
their opinion is no leffe honourable then that of thofe chat have 
refolved and decrecd, thas the pattering ( over the words of thag. 
prayer which Chrift taught his Difciples ) asa {pell , is an effe- 
Guall ordinance in the houfe of God , never looking at the life, 
tpirit, and proper power of prayer, only the form of words. So 
thefe look at che form of the miracie wrought, as it appears toa 

_ naturalleyegs the other appearsco the ear, and never look at the 
true wonder and figne, only found in the fon of man, and elfe= 
where centred, is no better thenthe magick of ZEgypt 5 for they 
may as well gape after the oucward forms.of words tobe the. 
prayer of the Gofpel, as the outward form of the work, to be che 
ieale of the DoGrine of the Gofpel, and any. particular, or all 
outward forms, which Religion is reprefenced- unto us in, to be 
the Religion of God, as well as any or all of thofe former mirae. 
cles wrought, to be the feale of God. 

3. Furthermore, to conclude the hiftoricall a& of wonders. 


Wrought, 


[sry 

wrought, to be the fign ofconfirmation, isto darken, yea to an~ 
nihilate the vertue and power of the Gofpel ; for in this wondet 
of Eliab, to make the heavensas braffe, andthe earth as iron, is 
here a fic allufion in the judgement of che fpiric ( and we are to 
| beare what the {pirit faith unto the Churches ) in the teaching of the 
| death of Chrift, and the operations thereof confidered in the 
) world ; and alfo in the houfe of God, whofe boufe we are, if we bold. 
| faft ike confidence, andthe rejoycing of the bope firm unto the end: And 
| thus the ailufion is unto a three yeares and {ixe moneehs forbea- 
rance of raine , and afterwards to raynein great plenty. 

This allufion is alfo ufed notin the terme of yeares, but of 
two and forty moneths, whichisthe fame length of time, Duc 
in a farre differing refpe&, and differing do&rine, in regard of 
the feverall beames and luftre of the Gofpel. 

For there he teacheth, thacin meafuring of the Temple, the 
Court-yard is to be left out, and not to be meafured, becaule it is 
given unto the Gentiles : 42d the holy Citie (hall they tread under foot: 
two and forty moneths,; which is this three years and x moneths, 

It is atfo alluded unto in poynt of dayes, and fo the fame my- 
ftery is called atboufand two hundred and threefcore dayes, which are 
not properiy yeares of famine, but rather of fruit, forit is the. 
time of the prophefis of the two witnefics of the Gofpel 5 it is al- 
luded unto likewife, as confifting of three dayes anda balfe, which 
is the time of che witnefles dead bodies lying in the ftreets of the great 
Citie, which is {piritually called Sodome and Aigypt, where alfo our Lord. 
spas crucified, not {uffered to be put in graves. 

This wonder wrought by Elia, is alladed unto alfo, as points 
or monuments of time, in which the rime of the womans being: 
in the wilderneffe is taught, a doGrine farre differing from any 
of the former , and rhat ia for a time, times, and balfe atime, or the 
divifion of time. Now if the three yearecs and fixe moneths 
drought, and afterwards rayne, were the {ubftance and intent of 
the miracle, and in that che wonder to lye for the confirmation 
of the Gofpe! ; how fitly could the fpirit of God bring it in, a8 an: 
elegan¢ allution in all chefe feverall reipe&s. 

Thofe therefore thar would have the Gofpel confirmed by mi- 
racles of like outward form as have been done in ages pall ; they 
annihilace the Gofpel, by denying the wuch, fudftance, and FAS 

ity. 
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licy of the figne to be exgant only in Chri. Like friends ro the 
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Gofpel ere hey, who look to tee Chrift comieg from heaveny 


confined in one individual! man Cas the Difciples fawhimgo — 


up ) cortign on the sarch as an only Monarch for the foace of a 
thoufand ycares 5 and then, and nottill chen we fhall fee good 
dayer, a8 chote Doctors affirm. | H 


The fourth poynt is the effect of his prayers, And it ray- 


ned not. 


Concerning the hiftorical! form of this wonder, all- men 
know what itis to rayne, and not torayn: But few know the 
uy flery thereof, which is fubftantiated in che Son of God, and 
conirf's in chat death of his, reallized in che men of the world,and 
in che men of God. 


The fpirie therefore and office of the interceffion of Chriff, - 


eentring in, and gathering it felfe into that one holy and myfti- 
call body, in the utterance and manifeftation of ic felfe, affards 
nocany of the raine of Gods liberality and bounty; nor of that dew 
which cauleth T{rael to grow asa lilly, unco that body of finne, that 
fate of Ahab, Jezebel, and apoftarized Ifrael, but leaves it frnite 
lefle and barren, like thofe mountains of Gilboa, where Sau! fl.» bime 
felf,&c. co declarethat his unGion according co the works of the 
Law of the carnall command, with all the glory arifing chetee 
from z and the cerrours of God are never feparated, nor upon 
that height and dignity doch ever rayn, nordew ( according to 
the intent of our Apofile in this place ) fall or defcendto bring 
forth any fruit unto God , bus are like che heath inthe parehd 


wilderncfie, and as the dry duft which the winde of Gods fury: 


driveth away. . 

2. The fpirit of interceflion comprizcd and cxerciling it elf 
in vhat Elijab, the frengch of our being or cx lance dryeth up 
that ny fticall body of Chrift, that no rayne, nor dew, nor any 
- moyflure producing fruits according to the flefh, falleth uponi, 
or defcendeth thereon: And this is declared and tignifedunce 
us in Eliab, who goes to the brook Cherith , or the brook of flay- 
ing, and mortification of the flefh, with all the lufts and affeétions thereof, 
intimated unto us in che drying up of the brook by that drought, 

and 


~y 


pe 

and he is fed by no earthly thing, but only by the fowls of hea" 
yer. Alfo when he fice under che Mulbery trees, as ome bereaved of 
| bis life, a bis fathers before him alfo were. To che things of chi® 
world, there alfo an Angel or M fi-nger heavenly only, makes 

rovificn for him, in his afcenticn to Horeb, the Mount of God 5. 
in the ftrength of which food once received, though in atwo-fold 
re{pe&, he travels forty days and forty nights, the likecime that 
Mojes and our Lard fafted , where he complayns to God, that he 
only istefealone, deftitute of all help of man, as an our-cat 
from alt claym or title to the Kingdome of Abab, and back fliden 
Ifrael, to idolatry :For there is no rayn nor dew which makes 
that earthly condition fruitful! that falis upon him ; for the Fa- 
mine is as great unto him in poynt of che witdome of the ficth, 
ycelding any food to Eliab, as it is inrefpect of the wifdome of 
the {pirit, in yeclding any refrefhment to Abab ; the one being the 
heaven of God, of I/racl, and the other the heaven, or god of che 
world. : 

To conclude this poinr, let usinfert that word Selab , which 
“hath the fignification of lifting up,do but exals the word of God, 
as it is in Fefus; and behold it ts extant,and ives in both thefe ref- 
pods at this day, and thence comes in the time of chis reftrayns of 


rayne. 


And this is the fifth poynt, which is for the fpace of three 


yeares and fixe moneths. 


For the opening of this point, we know that the number three 
as it hath the myftery of atsueand real) diftin&ioninic, in the 
fame individual], as in the three that beare record in heaven , the fa= 
ther, the word, and the (pirit, aud thefe three are one : So alfo the mye 
fiery of fulneffe and perfeétion ( as the number feven hath ) for three 
witnefies areasa thoufand, they anfwer the Law compleatly. 
Vikewife it hath the my flery of eternity in it, forthey are heaven~ 
ly, fach as never fade away, Nor faile tobring in their reftimony; 
‘therefore ic is, that 7 frael muft go three days journey into the wile 
dernefle to worfhip che Lord; that is, there moft be a cocall and 
finall deparcure from AXgypt, in regard of the ignorance or darkte 
neffe of it, from their governments, Hofts, and Armics, sa ol 
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‘tasks, and cruelties, Magicyan-like worlhips; lying wonders, 


and fauning flaccerics, in the ere&ting and feccing up of the Ta~ 
bernacle and worfhip of God at Mount-boreb, or Sinai. : 
This is alfo the reafon why che Ark muft go before them three 
days journey from Mount-Sinai, to {eek out a refting place, name- 
ly to thew, that there muft bea cotall and finall departure from 
the works of the Law, in our entring into that reft that yet remaynes 
for ibe people of God. Ot like fignification is Fonas , being in che 
Whales belly, and che Son of man in the heart of gheearth. Jonas 
is {wallowed up of the Whalein carnail and backfliding I/rael, 
who obferve lying vanities, and decline the word of God, butie 


caftup and made alive in the Ninivites beyond all reafon, exp:fta- 


tion, or chought ofheart, for che Publicans and Sinners enter be= 


fore the ftri& Scribes and Pharifees into beaven. 


Chrift lyes chree dayes and chree nighcs in the grave, as buryed 
eternally , concerning any life of his {pirit, in Herod, Pontius Pi- 
late, and that wicked Fudas, and the Fewes : but he rifech che chird 
day in bis Difciples, the Gentiles, and all Nations, never to dye any 
more, but only thofe three dayes and three nights of eternity in 
the wicked of the world, unto which his life in che Saints is pro- 
portionable. ; 

Even fo, here is three y ‘ars voyd of raya, or dew, or any fruit- 
fulneffe of the earth, wherein both heaven and earthare in exer 
cife, and arecomprehended. So thercis an eternal] eftate.of the 
wicked chat comprehends both Godand.manin that way of the 
Curfe, and unity of the Harlot, wherein twayn are made one 
fleth ; for two ( faich he ) foal be one flefh, in which eftate there is 


no dew of heaven, nor fruit yielded by the earth ; thacis, of thofe 


fruics of righteouf{nefle and vertues that are by Jefus Chrift, in . 
thofe three years, thatis, unto eternity : There is alfo an ecernall 
feafon of the Saints of God, wherein no dew nor rayn from hea- 
ven ( or from that wifdome of the flefh ) fal's on them , to caufe 
any fruits of the flefh, or works of darkneffe to be brought forth 
by them ; Sothat as ina yeare wee fee a perfe& revolution of 
things not only earthly, but heavenly alfo, at leaft.in that great 
light and courfe of theSun : fo that che number three fignifies.a 
totall and ficall revolution of al! things chat concern God and 
man, as two. being joyned in way of ficfh:And all things alfo thas 

concern 


[195] 


concern God and man everlaftingly, in that way of being joyned 
unto the Lord, and made one {pirit with bin. 

Further, we fee that in a whole years {pace, there isa like time 
of night as thereis of day, if we take the globe univerfally ; even 
fo there is a like eternity of darkneffe and the power thereof, that 
there is of light in the Kingdome of Chrift. 

Moreover, take the whole circumference of heaven and earth, 
and there is alike time of Winter chat there isof Sommer , even 
fo there is the fame three-fold time of cternity in the kingdome 
of darknefle , of blaiting, withering, (imiting with chilly cold- 
neffe; and all unfruicfulneffe, as there isin the kingdome of life 
and light, of the joy of harvef, and pieafure of the tree of life, > 
which beares twelve manner of fruits, asbcing furnifhed for every 
Tribe of [jrael ardevery monech of che yeare; which tree is aot 
afraid of drought, nor knowrs whe the heate comes, 
> Concerning the fixe moneihs added, 1c is a rendring or cons 
figning co eath eltate ofeternls ¥ ica Lime ; for che Prophet in 
the hiftory is iimh £ d in his eXpre ion, faying, that it foal be nei@ 
ther rdine nor dew ior the fe yeares; which may be «pplyed to time 
paft, prefent, or to come; for it ix according to my word, whichis the 
word of the Lord, the word of eternity: io that we can give no o- 
ther bounds toche ame, bac fuch as hold correfpondency with 
the word of eternity : Our Apoftle cherefore brings it in by chefe 
expreflions, to declaring and difting:\ifh his meaning,n.m‘ly che 
Prophets meaning. 

This term of fixe moneths then, is to be taken according to 
that diftin&ion, when he fzich, that fommer and winter, cold and 
beate , feed time and barv ft, night and day (ball not ceafe. This fixe 
moneths properly fees forth unto us the time of feed-time 
and harveft; which take it throughout the earth, wich refpe&t to 
all grayn, and it‘confi's fo long time : Belides, the number fixe 
hath in icthe myftery of meancs of increafe 3 for increafe, mulii- 
slication, and fruit falneffe is not brougiit in in the creation, buc 
with the bl fling, which te the meanes of ic: So thac fix moneths 
in this place is che rinve and means of multiplication and increafe, 
which is here fruftrate and hindertd by the droughe unto barren= 
neffe and famine. 

In the myftery of Chrift, the Saints of Ged fow unto the {pi- 

Cec sit, 
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rit, but che feed of immortality is lof in the wicked 
nothing unto eternall lite. Alfo the wicked 
Acth, buc their feed is loft in the Sain t8, 
they reap nothing of corruption + So that in thefe three yeare of 
eternity there is a fruftcacicn of (eederis 


ne and harveft ; anabfo. | 
lute fruitleineffe, barrenneflc, and f4mine threaghout the earth 5 
the o.eanto biiffing, in dringing forih novhing unto the fleth; 
the oilicr unto a curfe , 


in bringing torzh nothing unto the 
fpirit. | 


Yet men beare men in hand, and vainly perfwade themfelves 
they can convert men, and turn them by their preaching, and 


make them other things then they are, whereas the Gofpel only 


declares end difcovers men fo appear to be chat which they are, 


no alicration of a work done once and for ever. They may ae 
well fay they can make che righteous and juf one a finner, as to 
fay the wicked may become holy, otherwife then as they are once 
and for ever ; for Gods work in man-kind is an eternal a&t, nos - 
knowable, but as himflfe confidered one with ir, 


> they reap 
» they fow unco the 
and comes to Nnoughe, for 


6. It follows , which is the renewing of his prayer, 
and the effect thereof And he prayed againe, aud 


the heavens gave raine, and the earth brought forth ber 
fruit. | 


Weare not here to take prayer as one being of a later produ- 
ion then the former, for they are but one continued and eter- 
nalla&, a8 che doGrine of the Gofpel is, which is herein com- 
mended whro ua ; for the chirgs of God are comprehended and 
involved one in another : and ic is the ekill of a Scribe taught un- 
to the Kingdome of God, to bring them out of the treafury, a8 
things of old from ecernity 5 and new, as in prefentufe, ficting 
and befeeming the prefint oration and Opportunity. This phrafe 
therefore is likethae, where the Apaftle faith, My little childrens, 
of whom f travel in birth againe, till Chrift be formed in you; not as 
though they had now defsced Chrift, who before was formed in 
them : bac he declares hereby the «ffe& of his do&rine, from 
which fome were turned afide unco the rudiments of the Law, as 


unto 
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unto another Gofpel, which he faithisnoe another, bur the fame 
Gofpel perverted by falie Teachers , telling them that fomeare 
‘entangled with the yoke ct bond. ge thereby; for he that is bound 
‘toany particular of the carnal! commandemene, a3 co be circume 


cifed, or any outward form of bodily a&tion; He is bound t¢ heepe 


the whole law, and ihews that fuch bave abolifbed Chrift, and are fa!n 
from grace; luch effect he (ews his DoGrrine had cf fome, as a fa- 
vour of death unto death: but there were others unto whom hee 
there {peaks » On whom his dodcrine had a more noble eff, as 
being a favour of life; Thereforehe faith, My little children, of 
sxhem I trave Hin birth againe ; or | have broughe you torth, nocina 
iccond a&, but in another manner and way, namcly to the for- 
ming of Chriftin you, or framing you into the fimilitude of the 
Son of God once and tor ever. 

_ Even fo itis here, He prayed againe ; thatis, the fpiric of inter- 
ceflion bath a fecondary , or other manner of effc& then that 
which is before fpecificd, not ancther prayer, buc another man= 
ner of wonder accomplifhed by the fame prayer, for now the hea- 
vens gave raine, and the earth brings forth ber fruit. 3 

We areto know then, that as ché Gofpel opens the creafuries 
of che K ngdome of God unto an abundant frecdome > liberty, 
and plenty of che going forth and exercife of the fpirit of grace 
in the Saints, even a8 water poured upon the thir fty, and floods upun the 
dry ground, through chat office of interceflion peculiar wueo our 
Eliab, withoutany hinderance or engagement of any bond of the 
fle(th; when through the (pirit of prayer, that cloud of witnefie 
or rayn of liberalicy arifeth, ass hand or adminifiration thereof, 
even as the word oi the Lord is fayd to come by the hand of Hag- 
gie, and by the hand of Malachie, and by che hand of all the Pro- 
phece, which fo covereth the heavens, asno parching fun of the 
beams of mans wifdome and device :aketh place, no more then 
they due in thofe over-(hadowings ot rhe Virgin, by that holy 
fpisic of Godin the produ@.on of Chrift. 

Even fo doth Prayer (ec at liberty the worke cfthe fieth in the 
men of the world, by opening the {] ices and Hood-gaces chereof 
unto condemnation and deitrndion 5 torthe waters of che great 
deep, myRery, or botcomlcie pir, are opened forche di ftru@ion 
of the world, a8 well as the Hood-gates of heaven for the fafety of 


Cie Noah, 
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Noah and his houfhold, in bearing up the Ark fifteen cubits above 
the great mountayns of the Scates of this earth, or of the world, 
And this prayer doth not fimply, accidentally, bute minifterially 
and cffeQually in the fame fence, That the Gojpell is a favour of 
death unto death. Not only by gleaning of all the fruits of righ- 
teoufnefie out of the wifdome of the Serpent, or men of’the 
world, which cen‘ red in the Sainrs » are the proper caufe of che 
tran{cendencies of their eftace above all humane «xcellemcics , fo 
doth it alfo gleane all the’ vicious defires of the Acth out of that | 
ftate and condition of Chrift, centring them in that flare of un 
belicfe, whereby man defcends infinicely beneath a fate of fim- 
ple, humane, or propertics of a meer creatu’e » and by fafhioning 
and corsupting the holy things of God, becomes fatanicall, and 
diabolicall, and {uch as feck to finde an «xcellent or commendde 
ble becwixe thefe twayn, it cannot be betcer deferibed or diciphre 
red ( for the folidity ofic ) then by that partition that divides 
Purgatory and Hell, in thofe et that mercinary conceipr. 

The abundance of {pirit therefore inthe Saints, and that plen- 
ty of the fpiric of the Prince of the pomer of the ayre which now works 
in the children of difobedience, told proportion in way of Antithc= 
fis, otherwife an infinite and an eternall wrath could not take 


place in che wicked, as an infinite and eternall glory doth in the 
Saints. . 

For be made but one ; {peaking of chat ftate of Chrift ( withan 
elegant allufion unto. the high Prieft ) and wherefore but one ? fee~ 
ing he had abundance of (pirit, namely that. there might be a ho- 

Ty feed; that whatfoever the fruics are, thae are by one Lord 
Jefus Chrift, of the fame nacure and dignity are all the fruirs of 
happineffe produced and brought forth by that one myftical and 
fpicicuall body , and fo in a diameter ref{pe@ are all the fruiis of 
4in in che wicked. 

This plenty in this two-fold refped is fignificd by warning gi= 
ven to Abab, to betake himfelfe to his Charioe, for Dbeare a noyfe 
of muchraine, which Abab flyes from as a terrible thing, as ie 
contayns the fpiric of Eliab, betaking himfelfe to Chariot and 
horfe in che furnitures of this world : and Eliab flyes from it, ag 
ithath the fpirit of Abab and Fezebel, as that which brings deftru- 
Gion upon them, only hee betakes him(elfe co the ftrength of 


[189) 
Gods fpirit to take the gates of Iefrecl. 

The plency of Bliah’s tpirit is teen and caught in that duration 
and pienty in the crufe of oyle, and barrell of meale ; raifing up 
the womans fonne from death tolife, and annoynting Hazael 
and Feb tor the ruine of Ababs houfe ; Elifhato be a Prophet in 
hie ficad, and in che deftru@ion of all thofe falfe Prophets of 
Baal. 

And the plenty of the rayn of that fpirie of wickednefle eppears 
in Abab and Jezebel, their cruelty towards the Prophet of God,. 
their miferable and horrible overthrow, and in their defire and. 
endeavour to nourifhand maintayn fuch plenty of a falfe {piric 
of prophetic upon the face of the earch, and in this plenty of rain, 
feed-time, and haxveft are continued ; for the worid fow unto the 
fleth, and the fiefh they reap and inherit corruption ; and the 
Saints fow unro the fpirit, and inherit everlafting life. 

And from this power of prayer he aflumes the power and ver- 
tue of doctrine, in which he concludes the Epifile, co fhew thae 
where the power and vertue of the one relides, there is the power 
and vertue of the other, The prayer of Faith is never without. 
the ipiric of Prophetic’: and prophetie according tothe {piris, is 
never without the life and power of prayer; and where one of 
thefe is wanting, they are both abfent from chat party, in the 
true exercife of chem ; fora formail prayer is never accompanyed 
with the life and power cf found doGrige : but as they have 
compofed a prayer by mans invention, gathering up expreflions 
futable in the underflanding of a man, fo do they compofeado- 
Grine from Libraries , Schoc!-diftinG@ions , and trom a ferious: 
obfervation of the carriage and demeanour of one creature to- 
wards another, only bringing Ged into the account, by turning: 
the glory of ‘be incorruptible God into the fimilitude of a corruptible matt, 
and of birds, four-footed beaffs, and of creeping things. Iris not Uni« 
verficice, books, and Librarics, thar can tranater the fpiitof che: 
Scriptures; no nor the tkill in thofe Languages whercin they 
were originally written, wichout the ‘ame {pirit comment upon 
them in our Hearts, by which they were fil inditcd: Icis che (p7=. 
rit that indiced chem, that gives the meaning ot them, and not 
the hand that writes or cranflites,'no more then paper and 
inke can doe it. Withouc which {pirit, let us ufe all meanes 

and; 


SNE) NAD ROO) NOE NN Nd 


[ s90 J 


and indufry that poflible weean, & is is but to pick at the bark, 
and rinde of truths, and cracking of a fhell, voydand defticute of 
any kernell, becter then a gale ot bicterne{? to be found in it sand 
fuch as compofe their Sermons o: fuch fluffe, : heir. prayers are no 


betier, however they may fhew the zeale of Bauls Prichs in the ut- 


teriag of thei. 

But true prayer carries the force of the Dodtrine of che Goftel 
in it, by judging of the wantand fupply , according unto God, 
and true doctrine hath the power of prayer Boing forch in it for 
the eff: Guall performance of the things that are taugoe, and nei- 
ther the one nor the other confit Gfany form or flutue chat any 
beok or Library can poflibly bring and reprefent untous ; for che 
vifions and operations of God are never found in the {ame form 


and time as ac another, all circumftances ducly weighed and con-_ 


fidered. 

Yetmay wenotd:ny, but the fime words may beufd 
and again in prayer or do&trine, but with a various reipe&t, as 
this wonder of Eliab ta brought in, with re{pcr& to years, months, 
dayes, and poynts of time: fo Chrift prayed in the fame words 
thrice, buc with variety and eternity of refpe&, for the cup for e- 
ver paficth by him, and touchech him no-, as man is eteraally fa- 
ved in that bleifed condi:ion of the Son of God, and ir takes ef- 
fect, a8 the Sonne of God is transformed by the world into the 
curied flate and condition : Forif we make the death of Chrift 
according tothe crue myftery of ic, wherein falvation doth cou- 
fift, to be of leffe continuance then eterniiy s wee fhail annibilate 
Chrift, and make falvation ic felfe of no Jong«r contiouance; for 
if Chrift once dye unro the ficth in the godly ,-he never lives unto 
itany more: And if he once be dead in the wickid > in refoed of 
his proper fpirit ond life, iris never repaired in them sgayn, for 
then there were not ereranl] perdition, which the word of God 
hath commended unto us upon like grounds of certainty, thas it 
hath done everlafting life : That wosd trar flited , was dead and is 
alive, is read is dead and & alive; as the fame word > Taman Apcftle, 
is ufedin the prefenttence. Dorineand Prayer are infeparable 


often 


companions, even as Kingcdome and Pricfh hood are, as here jn 


the way of Chritt, even fo in the world in the way of Antichrift, 
and thus the connexion of che next poine is broughcin. 


an 437 


deporte e-em gene ne annem 


Verf.19,20. Brethren, if any of you have erred fron 
the truth, and one hath converted him, &c. 


In which word: obferve ; 


1. A propofition confifting of two peints ; As 
1, brrour from the truth. 
2. Areftauration, 
2. Obferve an injun@ion, and that bath rwo parts al/o. 
1. To acknowledge or make a confefficn of an eftate or ad. 
2. The party that is fo to do, and that #, He that hath turned 
from errour. 
3. The ftate and condition, or att done, and that confifts of two 
things. 
1. Death, 
2. The hiding of a multitude of fis. 


U: fi: f obferve the terme or appellation he gives as before he 
bath done, Brethren. By brethren here, is meant. a like bro- 
ther-hood, asin Efauand Facob, which are often fo called : Was 
ret, or is net Efau Jacobs brother, faith the Lord? Yet Ihave icved Fa- 
eob, and ba’ed Efau, and layd bis mountaine waft for ever. So the Apo- 
file hath refpe@ to the wicked, as brethren in a true fence to tbe godly, 
becaufe they conhft of the fame maccer and {ubftance ; that is, God 
and man made one in the wifdome of the flefh, as the Saints con- 
fift of God and man made one, but according roche wifdome of 
| the fpirit. 
| If one of you, or if any of you ; If one of you, that is, asa Nation 
confidercd collectively in Efau, as the Oracle faidto Rebecka, 
Two mations are in thy womb; or any of you ; that is, diff, icutively, 
or diftin@ly, and fo it comprehend all the Apoftates and Revol- 
ters from God, or all vertures or excellencies in. the Saints, from 
which they are fallen, ard have erred and gone :ftcay, If any, 
 thac is, man and man, one or other, orthing and ching, one and 
other whecfoever is in the Son of God, | 
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‘Evred from the trueth ; that is, gone af'ray, and wandred from 
that which is the reality and {ubfiftance of all things, which is 
Chrift che Son of God: And to erre in this place, Is not fimply 
for 2 meer creature to declyne and Bo away from his Creators 
bur co pervertymf-apply , and wrongfully to inverprec the very 
things of God themf:lves, turning bis glory into (bame, bis truth into 
a lye; therefore chey erre from truth,as having been in ir: for thae 
which was, is, and ever fhall berighteou/neffe and boline{f> of trub, 
they have perverted unto prophaneffe and wickedncile, by incer- 
precing the things of God co be fach as che proper ipiric of a cr = 
ature naturally brings forth, fo chat ic isa diabolicall {picie 

which this errourisiormedinto, _ 

' The particle (if) is not hereto be taken as making q ieftions, 

‘or doubs whether there be fucha {werving from truth » Dut asa 
certeine af mation, that fuchchere are, asthe Avuitle «xplayns 

the Prophers meaning, where itis fayd, Unto whom fware in my 
wrab (it) they (ball enter iato my reff: which the Apoft expounds, 
Lbey (ball not enter into bz reft, as an abfolute cectain:y : And fo 
Chere 15 of One Conver ing or turning from errour into trath, in 
that wonderfull change that the Sonne of God makes in our nae 

‘ture, for it is impoffile that he fhould be held of d:ath = buras 
certainly as he layes down his life in the wicked , fo muft he cake 
itagayninthe godly , otherwife chere were an annihilation of 
him whois the Aathor and ftrengch of all things, which is iai- 
poffisle. ; : 

And in this change or turning, Weare not to take it as the 
fimple and fingie fpiric of a creacure turn:d, but the compleat 

‘fpiric of him who is the Son of God ; for as the Apoftle (pcaks of 
prayer, We know not bow to pray as we ought, but the Jpirit maketh ine 
tercefion for uw. Icisnotche {picit o! God, witnout the {pirit of 
the creature, for then there could be no want to be fupplyed ; fo 
that the whole fpiric of Chriftianity prayeth, viz. God and man 
inunicy 5 foicia here, che {piric chattarns, is God and manin 
unity, and is as trueachange from that which is, and ever thall 
be Satanicall , as the wicked erre from that which is, and ever 
{hall be holy and righteous,and they are. both of one and the fame 
time, in the rife of them ; For in the beginning was the word, and 
that word is with God, and is God : And Satan is a lyar from the begin- 


ning, 
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ning, and abode not in truth, no more then Chrifts foule was left in bell, 
or that boly one fuffered to fee corrupii.n, but was ever taughe in che 
way of life, and in that reall prefence, at whofe right band there is 
fullneffe of joy for evermore : Therefore the Prophet faich, that 
Chriit comes meek and lowly, faving hiwfelfe, chat is, compleat- 
ly, znd not apartonly : and therein the worth and dignity of 
falvation ftands, that ic bath that weight, fubftance of account, 
and reckoning in it; and upon this ground the Difciples are 
comforted againft all feare whatfoever, where itis faid, Are not 
twe fparrows fold for a farthing , and yet one of them falls not tothe 
ground witbout the good will of your beavenly father 2? of bow much more 
worth are ye then many fparrows ? Can you fet a price and rate of fo 
mean a thing, and doth God take care for the prefervation of it ? 
Of what efteem, price, and refpect then is the ftate of a Chriftian ? in 
which not apart, but the compleat {pirit of the Son of God is 
involved, and by a ranfome given, and payd in the world pro- 
portionable thereunto purchafed. This point contains a myfte- 
ry, which the common Prieft-hood of the world ( fo far as I have 
heard or feen in books ) is aleogether ignorant of, though life 
and death, yea the {pring and original] fountaine of all things is 
involved in ic : So much for the propofition, the injunG@ion 
fellowes. 


Le him know, or acknowledge, &c. 


The word (let ) is of like fignification here, that it is in the bee 
ginning ; Let there be light, let u make man, &c. having the power 
of acommand, and vertue of propagation to bring forth, being 
of the nature of the wo:d Amen, fo be it; or fo it (hall be without 
all gainfaying or contradi@ion , having ia it a creating power 
and vertue to give being to she thing uttered. 

That is, that the party thus turning, or turned ; for both are 
true, andthe word implies both, one that turns, and one turne 


ed, for both are in that ftate of Chrift ; and he that preacheth any | 


thing but Chrift and him crucified, he goce beyond oar Apoftle as 
far as che common apoftacy, 


The word Let, then, eftablifhech in the heart of him. (and no 
other ) thatcurneth a finner from the errcur of his way , a cer- 
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taine power of acknowledgment of fuch acondition > Or royall , 
and noble atts, which here follows: but firft {ee here the nature 
of the confeflion or acknowledgment of fin 3 it bis way that ture 
neth naturally, but it is confefled to the change, or converting ig 
unto the ftace of the Sonne of God ; even as truth may be fayd 
to be their way naturally, who arein errour > but they have perver. 
ted the fame into falfhood, turning the trutb of God into alye, and 
bis grace into wantonneffe : fo that their way ( with refpe@ to that 
which they have perverted ) is holineffe, and is, and ever thal] be 
foin Chrift; but there remayns nothing but fia. and wickedneffe 
in the perverters thereof, | 

So alfo a Chriflian may confeffe that the evill of fin and errour 
is his way, with refpe& to that which is converted, and is, and 
ever fhall be fo in the wicked : but in chat flate of the turned and 
converted, there is no fin:nor errour to be found at al) 3 there is: 
then a reality of the:Saints confeflion of their fin, but it isto the 

removing of it to another, where it abides-for ever, as there ig a 
reall cenfeflion of a holy one in the wicked » but itis everin ree 
moving ig unto another, which they are not, which is the pro- 
per {piric of Python, that unper{waded or unfaithed one; as the 
Apoftle gives the wicked the title of UApeitheis, unper fwaded, or 
difobedient : fo that their acknowledgment of holinefle in another 
fubfiftance, is the unfaiching or unbetrothing of the foule from 
God, it is ics proper and perpetual! divorce. te 

So that he that knows not how to clear the ftate of Chriftiani- 
ty from fin, and fill the world wich wickedneffe, he will come to 
make a bankrupt-like account, when. ever ‘his eftate comes to be 
difcovered : Therefore the wealthy eftate, noble ats, and royall 
prerogatives following, are only entailed and made over co him 
that turns the finner from the errour of his way 5-errour colle-. 
Gively, 2g all confidered in one, otherwife Chrift-is not cleered, 
and made the holy one of God, and then not rifen from the dead. 
Weare yet in our fins, the fubftance of thecommon doGrine at 
this day in the world. 

The firft point or a& of honour given 80 him that-curns, ‘is, 
that he faves a foule from death ; not as the world thinks by preach- 
ing the cerrours of the Law, and frighting men from fome groffe 

_and bruicith a&s, they have. thereby converted and faved foulssthe’ 


moft: 


moft part of thofe that thus fave,did ftrive to pluck men out of the 
hands of the Bifhops, chat che people might be initrumencs to life 
them up into the like fear, ifnot worfe ; so fuch converfion coms 
in here, icis abhominable: bat it is a crue and faithful diftriba- 


tion and opening »f Gods righteous and holy inanner of work-~ 


ing, in the abfolucion of his holy fon maade fing in being acquit 
from all fin, and the juft condemnation of that wicked one, who 
in being made Lucifer. the morning flarre, became the Priace.and 

ower of darkneffe ; From fuch an originall we muft fetch falva- 
tion and deftru@ion, or elfe all cur dofrine of the decree of ele~ 
&ion and reprobation , will prove no betcer then reprobate fil- 
ver, nor pafling for currant in che Kingdome of God. | 

y. Bat the ching co be acknowledged by fuch a one, as turns, 
or is turned, is, be faves 5 that is, the power and {piric of the Savi+ 
our is there; when once we know of what nature the {piric.of 
the worldis, namely , that wee are of God, and the world u of that 
wicked one ? then wee thall learn to acknowledg, chat faivacion 
never appears, bue there isthe Saviour; wee chinke to honour 
Chriftby binding him up ia one individuall man 3 is point of che 
myfery ofthe Gofpel, icis a carnalland humane honour), not 
befeeming the Son of God; the common Prieft-hood hath blind- 
ed and befocted the world in this point, fecting up an idoll in 
mens minds, and not the myftery of life thar is by Corift: butie 
is taken for blafphemy in thefe dayes, to talk of the Son of God, 

“or a Saviour any where, buc as lockt up in a humane, bedy in 
heaven, that men may ftand here in his room, till he return from 
thence, to fuck up all the glory of the earth. 

It was nor fo in ages palt, and men {pirituall ; for Fofhuab, Mo- 
fes Minifter, was called 7+ fw, a Saviour, as she Apoftle interprets 
his name , ard the Lord acknowledgeth in reifing up Judges in 
Tfrael’, that he railed up Seviours unto chem.’ And Paul was not 
affraid to tell Timmothie, thai in tabing heed to bimfelfe 3 that is, 
how Ged hath compoled falvetion in bis conttting, in Cherift, 
and unite learning or doGrine ; ihacis, how it ouphe.to belavd out 
and diftributed co others, thar tn fo doing, be fooula be a Saviour of 
bimfelfe, and them that beare bim. 

2. Afecond point is, what be faves; thatis, a foule, oratifes 
shis is not meant of the life of a meer creature, bus ic is the lite 
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_f the Son of God, a@ our Apofile affirms ; Now I live, yetnrd, buy 


rift lives in me ; and the life which I now live, is by, or inthe faith of 
fhe fone of God. So thaca Chriftians life is the lifeof Chrift: and 
there is no life of man-kind, but either the life cf the Saviour, or 
elfe che Jife of Sathan, that deftroyer; for heaven and earth con- 
(piretogether in the making of man. Let us ( {peaking with re- 
§pe& co that p'urality ) in our image 5 chat is, in Our image earch- 
Jy, as well as heavenly for there is a heavenly body , and. there 
isanearchly body, and Godisas juft and righteous in the ma« 
King of the one, as of the other s and every way as honourable, 
the one in mercy, and the other in. {cvericy ; And.man cannot be 
known ina imple a& of creation >. for that multiplies him not : 

but propagation or generation muft be broughtin alfo, elfe the 

fon of God, nor the feed of the Serp:nt can be known, & fo both 
are brought forth in that firft a@ of generation in Cain and Abel, 

wherein the feed of the Serpent appears in the fame a& as in Facob 
and Efau , together with Chriftin Abel, dead by Caine in the {pi- 
rit, and in Seth, that fett onein life for evermore, who is fez in the 
room of Abel, crucificd inthe world : So that the life of Chrift, 
and of Antichrift are both from one act,. even from as early dayes 
the oneas theother, and without the true knowledg of thar, we 

Know neither of them : and for other life inman-kind, we know 

none worthy the nzme of life beyond other creatures > bur asic. 
ferves co the fetcing forth of the one or of the other of thefe, and 

fo they eranfcend the life of all orher creatures, 38 faras the image 
of God did the frame of any other creature, or that earthly i- 
mage defcends below them all, even to a bottomleffe pit, which 
no other creature is fubjé&ed unto, bat only man. 

3. Thereisathird point whathe faves from, that is, death, — 
namely a. death that holds corref ondency with chat infiniteand 
ecernall life of the Son of God, in way of Parathefis in all poincs, 
for Chrift is faved from whatfoever Sathan is ,bath,or undergoes: 
and Sathan is deftroyed from whatfoever Chrift is, hath, or ig ad- 
vanced unto ; therefore that conceit that Sathan was an Angell, 
that is a meere creature at the firft, and in acceptation with God. 
is a meer humane tradition, and philofophicall fi@ion, and is a 
point of greater conmcernment then men are aware of ; for it is as 


Aafe to fay, that-the-fon of God was for a time.ont of the Fathers 


favours 


[197 J 
favour, a3 to hold that the Devill at any time Was in acceptation 
with God, for whatfoever is out of Gods favour, can never re- 
turn into againe ; and whatis accepted of him for a moment, cas 
never be rej. Ged. 

2. A fecond royalty, or a& cf fame thatis to be acknowledg~ 
ed by him who turns the finner from the errour cf his way, chan- 
ging him into crach it felfe, that is, the covering or hiding of a mul- 
iitude of fis. 

This is taken from the fpeech of Solomon, barred ftirreth up ftrife, 
but love covereth all fins, which our Apoftle calls a multisude of fins : 
the word fignifies the deep of the troubled ocean, intimating that 
huge multitude of torturing and troubling trefpafles , proper to 
chat great gulfe of the botromlefie pir. 


Now toturn from theerror of 2 mans way, is to turn to truch;. 


and no man canturn to truth, but by that unicy chat is in Chrift; 
none turnstoeruth, but hee that becomes truth ; for there is no 
terme or title given in Scripture, bucbeing rightly interpretted 


and rightly applyed, che truth, fubftance, and being of the thing, 


is there; for God ufeth no expreffion, but he intends under tha 
the truth and fubftance of the thing exprefled ; To turn to truth, 
ig not only truth.in word, but truth in a& alfo, yeato be chat very 
thing as Chrifl faith, I am the way, the truth, and the life. 

Now that unizy that is in Chriftis che fulflmenc and complea- 
ting.of the law.of the Spiric ; for ifthe love of Chrift be in us, and 
conftrayo us to all ecknowledgments of him, we know that love 
is the fulfilling of the Law : end where the Law is fulfll.d, there 
fin utters not its voyce, nor hath ita face to appear, itis alcoge- 
ther hid and covered forever. Chriftis the eid and {cope of che 
law for righteoufneffe, and more it aymes not at, nor more it 
cannot requires for it is the fonne of God that is juftified , who then 
fhall condemn bim ? The law is fully fatisfied, from what ground 
then fhall any accufe ? yea our Apofftle faith, that the righteou/neffe 
of the lam is fulfilled in ws that walke not after the fle(b y bnt after the 
fpirit : No biding of fin therefore but by fulfilling of the law : but what 
law ? not the law of the carnali commandemcaot, generally taughe 
in the world, by which no fleth can be juftified, butic is the law of 
the (pirit of life which is inCbrift Fefus 5. or which confilts in that 
pndtion, office, or fpirit of the Saviour: 


Again; 
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_ Againe, how do the wicked hide righteoufneffe, that none ape, 
‘pears in them bat only the fpirit of the wicked one, namely by 
walking according to the law of the flefh: For he that walks af- 
‘ter the law of che ficth, he cannot pleafe God, fo that all righte- 
oufneffe is hid and covered in them, yea even by fulfilling the law 
af the fieth ; for the more they conform themfelves thereunta, the 
imore their condemnation doth appear: forit is not becaufe men 
cannot perform all the works of che law (in that refpe& ) thas 
they cannot be juftified thereby, but becaufe they do any of them ; 
for it is againft the nature of that law of the carnall Commande- 
ment and every part thereof to jaftifie, for itis its proper nature 
and office to condemn; for we may as well fay, that the law of the 
Spirit of life which is in Chrift Fels, isalaw of fin and death, asto 
fay, the law of the carnall command can give life or peace , noe not inthe 
compleat performance of it. For every part thereot is a breach of the 
daw of the (pirit : And whatfoever is a breach of the law of the fpirit, 
ig a crucifying of the Son of God afrefh, and putting of him to 


open fhame : fo that every performance of ‘the law of the fleth acs 
cording to the intent thereof, isa breach of the fame law of che» 


{pirit ; and he that breaks one, breaks all > therefore all righte< 


oufnels is hid and covered in the wicked ; even fo the true keeping 
of the law of the {pirit of faith in any part of it, is a nullifying 
of the whole law of the carnal] Commind ; therefore no law of 
fin and death is found ‘in then, all fins end (Orrows are hid and 
covered; therefore the man is bleffed whofe tre {p(s is forgiven, whofe 

fin és covered : Bleffed is the man, and b#only > “nto whom the Lord ime= 
puteth, accontteth, or reckoneth not iniquity, and in whofe {pirit ikere is 
no guile, Amen. . 


| By Sam: Geneon; 
Profe(for of Chrift.. : 


FINS. 


ee ee ees Oe 


< 6) | Serer e eee Re 2 SS SS BS OBOE OBE 68 BE 8666066696 E BBE BE EE EO OEE CEB OOOO REE BERS BBE EEE RS wi i ee 3 8 it i ne 


er 


3 
\ 


se 656565 FEGREETSRRES CRE ESRESISRSESERESEESCORSSERERERES SS = 
. 


ea ll ol al ll olla 
> a ar oe Ser Sry Seen 


3} 


SPS 5h SN 8 Wy pH yt FY PP HP eS NOD Si Smt eth Sy a a a 
- mis ebinpeteiniaatiinteeiaeiaas antl cinta Mathai —— 


a NS Si 


i 
8 
0 
H 
ry 
t 
4 
& 
t 
Hi 
i 

J 
0 
h 
ca 
{' 
o 
p 
5 
o|) 
ia 
ae 
= rs 

ae 
© 
ey 
a 

a 
® 

‘ag 
& 
i 
: 
b 

78 
qi 
t 
n 
i 
a 
t 
T 
, 

abi 
1 

inl 
te 
H+ 

18: 
t 
t 
t 
Hy 
D 
f. 
1 
t 
. 
H 
iy 
Lf 
i: 
. 


paps LS wy ; 
bac BEE be 


saute ne 


ae thd erate Sir ntl AAs lol 


